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Letters to
the Editor

Adults And Teens Should Not Text
And Drive; It Could Save A Live

For Those Who Have Made Incredible
Sacrifices So I May Live Free

Ex-Negro Leaguers
Honored By President
On Monday, August 5, President

Barack Obama honored at a White
House reception former baseball
players in the Negro Leagues, which
was a showcase for African-Ameri-
cans who for decades were prevented
from competing with white players
in professional baseball. In his re-
marks, the President took note of the
pride and professionalism with which
the veteran baseball players con-
ducted themselves on and off the
field of play as they prepared the way
for the integration of Major League
baseball by Jackie Robinson in 1947.

Players in attendance included
former New York Black Yankee Rob-
ert Scott from Elizabeth, N.J.; ex-
Kansas City Monarch James
Robinson from New York City, and
Atlantic City resident Pedro Sierra
from the Detroit Stars. Scott,
Robinson and Sierra have presented
the history of the Negro Leagues at
programs throughout New Jersey in
tandem with Dr. Lawrence Hogan,
professor emeritus at Union County
College.

Among those accompanying the
players to the White House were his-
torians Dr. Hogan of Fanwood, and
Larry Lester of Kansas City, Mo.,
both of whom have written exten-
sively on the history of the Negro
Leagues.

Dr. Lawrence Hogan
Fanwood

Fanwood Could Be
Bought For Less

I attended this meeting (Re article:
“Consolidation Group Reviews Cost
of Study...”) – don’t recall the figure
actually discussed (and, as Mr.
Molenaar said, “It is all a guess any-
way.”) but suspect the “cost of imple-
mentation” figure of $125 million as
cited in the article to be high.

You might want to double-check.
Fanwood could probably be bought
for a lot less! Best regards.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

OPRA for Resumes/Bios On Key
Personnel Of The UCIA

Rep. Lance: Obamacare Is Not
A Gray Area for Americans

Even With The Light Pollution,
You Would Be Surprised

On behalf of Amateur Astrono-
mers Inc., I would like to thank you
for your mention of Sperry Observa-
tory at Union County College in your
recent article (August 22) published
in The Westfield Leader by Fred Rossi.

AAI has been at Sperry for many
years, staffed entirely by volunteers,
showing and talking about the heav-
ens to area residents. In addition to
public viewing of the sky, we also
have lectures every Friday, rain or
shine, for adults and children. Our

website, www.asterism.org, has all
the details for the upcoming season.

If you haven’t been to Sperry Ob-
servatory yourself, please stop by
any Friday night and we’ll give you
the tour! Ask for our President, Joe
Ascione or our VP Mary Ducca. Even
with the light pollution in the metro
area, you would be surprised at what
you can see in the sky from Sperry!

Dave Satkowski
Corresponding Secretary AAI

On July 16th my wife was on her
way home from work as she has done
for the past 20 or so years. The day
was sunny and beautiful, just an ordi-
nary end to a routine day. But that all
changed at approximately 6 p.m.
when a car driven by an 18-year-old
male ran a stop sign at the intersec-
tion of the Boulevard and Clifton
Street and T-boned my wife’s SUV.
The force of the impact caused my
wife’s car to roll over and spin on its
side through the intersection impact-
ing the curb before up righting itself.
The young man freely admitted to
my wife, bystanders and the police
that he was on his cell phone at the
time of the accident and did not see
the stop sign.

Thankfully my wife was spared
any serious injury, although she still
is experiencing neck and back pain.
The 18-year-old driver and his 12-

year-old brother, who was a passen-
ger, were not hurt in the accident.
Thank you to the neighbors who
rushed to my wife’s aid in the min-
utes immediately following the acci-
dent, the two Westfield Police Offic-
ers who arrived on scene and to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
who cared for and transported my
wife to the hospital. We appreciate
your concern, compassion and pro-
fessionalism.

According to the National Safety
Council, there are more than 100,000
crashes involving drivers who are
texting. I took the pledge not to text
and drive last year and encourage all
adults and teen drivers not to text and
drive! You can learn more and take
the pledge at www.itcanwait.com.

Dan Biglin
Westfield

Rep. Lance in discussing Obama
care (Westfield Leader August 22)
chose not to give a definitive answer
regarding how he would vote on fund-
ing for this ridiculous bill.

This bill should not be funded. It is
the only way to kill this bill.

The federal government should not
be allowed to take over our “private”
health care system. Over 70 percent

of Americans don’t want it, never did
— yet why are the House Republi-
cans not resolute on “No Funding”
for Obamacare.

This is not a gray area for Ameri-
cans. Those in Congress who don’t
get that message will be challenged.

William Sanders
Bernardsville

Editor’s note: The letters below
record the dialogue seeking résumé’s
of key personnel of the Union County
Improvement Authority.

* * * * *
Mr. Brink,
As a resident in Union County, I

find it curious that there would be no
résumés nor bios on file for the UCIA
key personnel. Looking at boards and
organizations that have websites,
normally key personnel are listed and
their bio would be included. On your
website I found nothing listed. Yes
there is a list of the board members
but nothing on them, nor on the key
personnel (i.e. yourself, and Ms.
Erdos).

Please, in the very least, could you
at least quickly elaborate in a return
e-mail on your education background,
degrees, associations, past work ex-
perience. I notice your focus is as a
financial specialist per your previous
e-mail (also for Ms. Erdos). I under-
stand that the board chair and vice-
chair may or may not have relevant
experience, since they are appointees
in governance oversight and policy
and not specific hands on to the work
purpose of the UCIA. The UCIA is an
important independent authority
overseeing hundreds of millions of
dollars in taxpayers’ money and as
such the public should understand
the involved personnel.

Any further info is certainly appreci-
ated in the seven-day time frame allot-
ted by OPRA. If the matters requested
in my e-mail are not to be addressed
further, please have to courtesy of re-
turn e-mail responding as such.

Thank you very much for your
time and attention.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Mr. Paterson,
The UCIA has received your re-

quest. Please note the following:
Tony Scutari – Chairman
Carolyn Voillero – Vice-Chairman
UCIA Staff
Mark Brink – Project/Financial

Specialist (Acting Director)
Jen Erdos – Project Manager/

Events Coordinator
There are no additional documents

responsive to your request.
Mark

Attn: Records Custodian, Union
County improvement Authority

Gentlemen-Under OPRA and
Common Law Right of Access- By
law within sevem business days start-
ing day after receipt of this OPRA
request: We are looking for your
records custodian to send by e-mail if
scan in digital form the following
documents listed below. If not in digi-
tal form, we request you please have
a copy for us to review at your place
of business. Thank you for your time
and attention.

The OPRA Request as follows:
1) Name and résumé/bio of present

acting director of the UCIA.
2) Regarding selection of present

acting director memo’s, notes, corre-
spondence internal and external be-
tween board members of UCIA/any
other entity, past directors, Union
County freeholders, Union county
employees, UCIA employees, other
peoples or elected officials not known.

3) Each name and résumé/bio of
the two full-time employees of the
UCIA.

4) Name and résumé/bio of the
present chairman of the UCIA board.

5) Name and résumé/bio of the
present vice-chairman of the UCIA
board.

Premise to request: Since we are
only a resident and do not know the
exact names of the specific docu-
ments we are requesting, we request
a latitude of understanding from you
regarding the list above as to what
your documents are actually called.
Reason for request is:

We are reviewing the bios of all
parties toward the end of understand-
ing the depth of knowledge in UCIA
matters.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Thank you to everyone who
shopped at the Running Company
and ate at Five Guys this past week.
Thanks to these two great businesses
and your support, I am getting closer
to my goal in helping out wounded
Veterans through the R4V charity
(Racing for Veterans). I will be run-
ning my first marathon in New York
City this fall. I’ve joined the R4V
New York City Marathon Team be-
cause I want to do something for the
men and women who have made such
incredible sacrifices so that I may live
free – and because I want to do every-
thing to assist in their rehabilitation
and reintegration. Since October
2001, over two million U.S. troops
have deployed to Iraq and Afghani-
stan. The men and women serving in
these wars are returning to their loved
ones forever changed.

Team Racing for Veterans (Team
R4V) is a non-profit organization that

creates life-changing opportunities
for wounded veterans and service
members by promoting awareness,
supporting rehabilitation, and em-
powering veterans to follow through
on a path of healing with a sense of
pride and accomplishment. By pro-
viding a one-stop shop for all
wounded veterans and service mem-
bers’ athletic needs, Team R4V is
able to make a substantial impact on
the minds, bodies, and souls of our
American Heroes!

For more info on this charity and
other ways to donate, please see:

www.razoo.com/story/Andy-
Fromm-Fundraising-For-R4v-New-
York-City-Marathon-Team.

With questions, please contact me:
Andy.Fromm@yahoo.com

I’m really going to miss Westfield
as I head off to college.

Andy Fromm
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Samp – Coarse meal of Indian corn
2. Ultion – Revenge
3. Saphrophagous – Feeding on de-

caying organic matter
4. Roin – A scab

TINCAL
1. Wreathed; coiled; curly
2. Crude borax
3. Biting; very tart
4. Skylight that admits or deflects light

ROSTRULUM
1. A small beak, as of an insect
2. One of the callous pads on the un-

derside of the toes of birds
3. A stem, stalk or support
4. The part of the ulna projecting be-

yond the elbow joint
TOCHER

1. A wax candle
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. The dowry of a bride
4. A slipper

BIGA
1. In ancient Rome, a chariot drawn by

two horses
2. An elephant trap
3. A marsh at a river’s mouth
4. A wartlike lump or node

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Alert! Summer’s Relaxing Pace
Gives Way to September’s Chaos

As the lazy days of summer come to a close, and
beach towels and lawn chairs are folded and put
away, school supplies once again dominate store
shelves. The sidewalks downtown have come alive
with children returning from camp and summer
vacations, and store aisles are crowded with exuber-
ant parents and somewhat dazed students shopping
for back-to-school items.

Empty streets will soon give way to busy intersec-
tions as students head back to school on Tuesday,
September 3 in Westfield. Slow-paced mornings
will soon become “helter skelter” as students and
parents adjust to a more disciplined kind of chaos.
Traffic will be heavy, especially around schools, and
drivers should give themselves extra time, avoiding
school zones if possible. September mornings give

a different kind of meaning to rush hour as quiet
intersections become crowded hubs with students
crossing in every direction. Students driving to school
for the first time will cause traffic jams as they
attempt to parallel park near the high school in spots
barely big enough to fit their car. Patience also will
be required as crossing guards return to their choreo-
graphed routines creating a balance between pedes-
trian and vehicular traffic.

September is an exciting time with new schools,
new teachers and new friends. Amidst the excite-
ment, we ask that everyone stay alert during this
transitional period. Keep your eyes on the road, be
patient and, in the spirit of community, be courteous.

Good luck, students! And don’t worry, it will be
June before you know it.

More letters on pages 5, xx

Red Light Dilemma
A reader stopped at an intersec-

tion in Newark. A fire truck came
up behind. All pulled out of the
way to let it pass. Later in Westfield
an $85 camera ticket arrived in the
mail.

The fire truck is visible in the
photos. The reader called to pro-
test. The recourse was to spend
two-three days in Newark munici-
pal court to fight it – or pay – or
face an arrest warrant.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, (908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Is Dan Sullivan the Most Qualified
Person to Run the County Authorities?

Last week Dan Sullivan, the veteran of the Union
County freeholder board, announced his resignation
after 19 years. While we wish him well, he is not
going far away.

At Thursday’s freeholder meeting, Mr. Sullivan
said he will be running the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (UCIA) on a “temporary” basis in
addition to his job as executive director of the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA). But his initial
role as “acting” executive director of the utilities
authority quickly became a permanent job. He as-
sumed the “acting director” role in 2011 after so-
called “whistleblower” Sunil Garg was pushed out.
The position pays $150,000. Mr. Sullivan later was
named the permanent director.

Now Mr. Sullivan will be running the improve-
ment authority, too, following the “retirement” of its
executive director Charlotte DeFilippo on August 1.
Ms. DeFilippo also stepped down as Union County
Democratic Committee chairwoman. Her “retire-
ment” came soon after she was severely criticized by
Tom Neff, head of the state’s Local Finance Board
within the Department of Community Affairs (DCA),
for her work-at-home job, her $160,000 salary, paid
days plus generous benefits by the authority.

We are not sold on the merging of the two
authorities as they have completely different roles.
The improvement authority provides loans for gov-
ernment projects at lower interest rates than private
sector institutions can offer. The utilities authority
manages the New Jersey Solid Waste Management
Act and the Union County Solid Waste Plan. The
authority’s Union County Resource Recovery Fa-
cility, the garbage incinerator in Rahway, is oper-
ated by Convanta Energy under a contract with the
UCUA.

We question if the county needs an improvement
authority. Most municipalities have not used them
for their projects outside of towns like Rahway and
Linden as well as the county college and vocational-
technical schools. Also, it has exposed taxpayers to
hundreds of millions of dollars of debt (yet to be
tallied).

Each authority is under the direction of commis-
sioners. Will these boards be merged? If so, do these
commissioners have the expertise to do both? Or are
they merely political appointees? The talks to merge
these authorities have all been in freeholder meeting
executive sessions (behind closed doors).

Regardless of whether or not Mr. Sullivan is quali-
fied to run these authorities, we believe that the
county should advertise for these positions instead
of making selections in private. A stack of qualified
candidates would be generated if the position(s)
were opened up to the public.

We hope Mr. Sullivan is taking over the authorities
to run a more efficient operation and save taxpayers
money – and not to bolster his pension. A part-time
freeholder makes $29,500 compared to his six-
figure salary. Mr. Sullivan has not taken a freeholder
salary since he took charge of the utilities authority.

The county’s behind-the-scenes approach follows
that of the selection of former county managers
Michael Lapolla and George Devanney, both of who
were elevated to the position with no other candi-
dates considered.

We hope to see state legislation to end the practice
of elected officials boosting their retirement salaries
(called pension padding) by being bestowed high-
paying government jobs at the end of their careers.
We are not going to hold our breath that this will
become a reality anytime soon.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]


