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TOP OF THE TICKET... Scotch Plains Republican Township Council candidate
Llewellyn Jones poses with Governor Chris Christie during the Governor’s visit
to Scotch  Plains on August 14.

Lance Calls for Reforms
Of National Security Agency
FLEMINGTON –  Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th, Westfield) has called
for reform of the National Security
Agency (NSA) and surveillance pro-
grams following a report in The Wash-
ington Post that the agency broke
privacy rules or overstepped its legal
authority thousands of times each
year since Congress granted the
agency broad new powers in 2008.

“Last week’s report in The Wash-
ington Post is deeply concerning to
me. While I believe the National Se-
curity Agency and its surveillance
programs serve an important role in
our nation’s counter-terrorism efforts,
Congress needs to bring serious re-
form to the NSA.”

Mr. Lance, who has attended a half
dozen classified briefings and spent
hours reviewing NSA documents and
materials, said he was disappointed
that the audit documents cited in The
Washington Post report were not
shared with members of Congress.

“The intelligence community is
expected to provide members of Con-
gress with candid and complete in-
formation about its surveillance pro-
grams so that we can conduct over-
sight properly. The NSA failed to be
forthright in this regard,” Mr. Lance
said.

The Seventh District lawmaker said
that leaders of the House and Senate
Intelligence Committees support en-
acting appropriate reforms to the

NSA’s surveillance programs includ-
ing more mechanisms for transpar-
ency and oversight of the way the
agency currently conducts its secret
surveillance activities.

Last month the Congressman voted
for an amendment to the annual
spending bill for the Department of
Defense that would ensure no tax-
payer funds could be used by the
NSA to target Americans or to ac-
quire and store the content of a
citizen’s communications, including
phone calls and e-mails. The amend-
ment, which passed Congress by a
vote of 409-12, further clarified that
the federal government is not permit-
ted to listen to or store Americans’
telephone conversations without a
warrant.

This fall the U.S. House is ex-
pected to consider the intelligence
reauthorization bill, a bill Mr. Lance
says is the appropriate vehicle for
broader NSA reform.

“The time is now to enact real and
lasting NSA surveillance reforms that
protect our privacy and protect our
Constitutional rights in a public and
transparent way without damaging
our ability to track down terror sus-
pects,” Mr. Lance said. “These re-
forms need to occur quickly and I
believe the appropriate process for
reform is the intelligence reauthori-
zation bill, up for debate this au-
tumn.”
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Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
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 SEPTEMBER 2013 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Closed Sundays  
Closed August 31– September 2 for Labor Day 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

9/6  1:30 pm TGIF! Gene Kelly (video) 

9/7  2:00 pm Raconteur Radio presents “The Great Gatsby”  

9/13  1:30 pm TGIF! Frida Kahlo (video) 

9/18  7:00 pm Matt Daniel, Composer and Musician 

9/20  1:30 pm Judy Garland (video) 

9/21 2:00 pm Bill Foley and his book “The Entitled” 

9/25  7:00 pm The Christopher Dean Band 

9/26  2:00 pm Computer Class: Photo Editing w/Gimp 
(advanced) 

9/27  1:30 pm Classic Movie: “Love is a Many Splendored 
Thing” 

9/30  7:00 pm Computer Class: Advanced Word Part 1 

9/11  
or 9/19  6:30 pm Lego Club (grades 1-5) 

9/21 10:30 am Family Music Program (all ages) 

9/24 10:30 am  
or 1:30 pm Fun for 4’s and 5’s Storytime 

9/25 10:30am Time for 3’s Storytime 

9/26 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime 

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

FIRST HAND EXPERIENCE... Local students spent their summer vacation learn-
ing about Congress by interning in the New Jersey district offices of Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th, Westfield). Interning offers students valuable work and government
experience. Students interested in applying should visit lance.house.gov. Pictured
outside the Congressman’s North Avenue, Westfield office, from left to right, are:
Brianna Hearn of New Providence, Thomas Flatley of Basking Ridge, Jake Wasserman
of Westfield, Janine Puhak of Cranford, Congressman Lance, Allison Barry of
Cranford, David Oglesby of Budd Lake and Kyle McCormick of New Providence.

Clark Township Approves
Plans for Clark Commons
By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK –The Clark Township Plan-
ning Board last Thursday unanimously
approved the proposal for the new Clark
Commons town center, set to take the
place of the 28-acre U.S. Gypsum paper
mill located at 1255 Raritan Road, at its
second special meeting at Arthur L.
Johnson High School.

Project developer and owner Will-
iam Krame of Kram Development
Company, Inc., initially presented the
proposal for the “first class commu-
nity center” at the township’s plan-
ning board meeting on August 1.
With the approval of the Clark Town-
ship Planning Board, Mr. Krame will
now move forward with his presenta-
tion to the Union County Planning
Board in the near future.

“We would like to start [breaking
ground] in December,” Mr. Krame
said. “We’d like to have it completed
within 18 months.”

After hearing the last and final
testimonials from traffic and trans-
portation consultants Jay Troutman
and Scott Kennel of McDonough and
Rea Associates, Inc. at the August 22
meeting, it was confirmed that the
entrances and exits, along with the
slight changes to traffic patterns and
lanes on Raritan Road and Central
Avenue, would be successful for this
new town center.

According to Mr. Kennel, the four

confirmed entrances and exits along
Raritan Road and Walnut Avenue will
not create traffic flow issues for the
surrounding community. Mr. Kennel
surveyed the surrounding streets and
worked with Mr. Troutman to propose
that Raritan Road have a traffic light at
the entrance of Clark Commons for
traffic control. Mr. Kennel also said
Central Avenue will be widened and
restriped, changing it from a five-lane
road to a six-lane road with two left-
turn lanes instead of one. Mr. Krame,
having already bought the abandoned
railroad tracks along the back area of
the site nearest the ShopRite, plans to
buy the property along Central Av-
enue, as well, along Rite Aid and Bally
Total Fitness for this road expansion.

With the last of the Clark Commons
plans presented, Mr. Krame reassured
the planning board and the 20 resi-
dents present at the meeting that if
there should be any amendments
needed to the plans, he and his associ-
ates will present to the board again.

“We will follow all the procedures
and will address the board again if
needed,” Mr. Krame said.

Mayor Sal Bonaccorso openly ex-
pressed his support of the Clark Com-
mons town center prior to the vote.

“This is going to bring significant
revenue into this community,” he said.
“There are a lot of benefits to this appli-
cation and I am confident that it is going
to be a benefit to the community.”

CAMPAIGN STOP...Republican Union County Republican Freeholder candidate
Ira Geiger poses with members of the Central Jersey Leatherneck Marine Corps
League at their booth at the Cranford street fair on Sunday.

GOP Release - Ira Geiger for Freeholder

It Is a Real Mess in Union County
As the Union County all-Democrat

Freeholder board turns, it takes a new
turn of direction. Current Freeholder
incumbent Daniel Sullivan has resigned
his position on the board to head the
county’s  improvement authority. This
is a total waste of money; we don’t need
this agency. Union County needs more
assistance with weather disaster, em-
ployment and property tax assistance.
As a freeholder candidate, I am in favor
of eliminating this agency as it is spend-
ing money on a hopeless cause in Union
County.

During his term as both a free-
holder and chairman of the freeholder
board, Sullivan has been more of a
bully than a public official that is
supposed to serve county residents.
During his time as chairman, he had
people that disagreed with him thrown
out of freeholder meetings and called
them losers in the process. To me, if
you are supposed to represent people
as a public official you don’t refer to
them as losers. People in this county
are fed up with the disrespect and
wasteful spending of the current free-
holders. As a result of this, people are
moving out of Union County be-
cause it is too expensive to live here
and they see it as a “fat cat” don’t care
culture that is created in Union
County. In addition, Berkeley Heights
one of the 21 municipalities in Union
County, is threatening to concede
from this county to go to Morris
County with other municipalities con-
sidering similar moves to other coun-
ties as well. As a freeholder, I would

look to make county government more
transparent to residents. I intend to
represent everybody, not a select few
who are doing back-door dealing. The
current board doesn’t support redis-
tricting the county freeholders. I sup-
port this great idea. Everyone who lives
in various parts of Union County will
receive fair representation instead of
the current representation that repre-
sents only 11 of the 21 municipalities.

Our team believes that the decision
should go to the people to decide
their own path. Sullivan, who has
been a freeholder since 1995, has
said that county lawyers advised him
he could not remain on the freeholder
board while overseeing the improve-
ment authority. To fill Sullivan’s free-
holder seat, all signs have indicated
the Union County Democratic Com-
mittee will appoint Sergio Granados,
25, of Elizabeth, who was nominated
in the June Primary as one of the
candidates, along with incumbents
Linda Carter of Plainfield and Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, to the
freeholder seat.

The problem with that is he hasn’t
served on the board or been elected to
this position or served in any type of
public service. The questions my run-
ning mates and I pose to Sergio are,
“What qualification do you have to serve
on this board?” “Have you been to other
parts of Union County to listen to resi-
dents with legitimate concerns they
have?” and “Are you going to be an
independent voice in the board or a yes
vote for the rest of the Freeholders?”


