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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

THE GREAT OUTDOORS...Boy Scouts from Troop No. 73 recently completed
a canoe trek through Algonquin Provincial Park, the oldest provincial park in
Canada, which is located in central Ontario. During the 14-day trek, the Scouts
and leaders canoed and portaged nearly 100 miles through pristine wilderness.
They camped at sites accessible only by canoe and also swam and fished in crystal-
clear lakes. This trek was part of Troop No. 73’s high adventure program. Troop
No. 73 is sponsored by the Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity in Westfield. For
more information, contact Scoutmaster Henry Hom at henryhom73@gmail.com.

Town of Westfield 12th Anniversary
September 11 Commemoration

WESTFIELD  – The Town of West-
field will observe the 12th anniver-
sary of the September 11, 2001 ter-
rorist attacks with a community gath-
ering on Wednesday, September 11,
at the September 11th Memorial site
on North Avenue at East Broad Street.
The commemoration ceremony will
begin at 6:30 p.m. with opening re-
marks from Mayor Andrew K. Skib-
itsky. Local clergy will offer prayers of
commemoration followed by the pre-
sentation of the ceremonial wreath by
an honor guard.

Each year, the ceremony concludes
with a period of silent reflection and
show of community support. Mayor
Skibitsky explains, “The events of 9/11

affected so many people in so many
different ways, and continues to do so.
How and how long people grieve and
reflect is unique and very personal to
each individual. This part of the cer-
emony allows people to reflect pri-
vately but not be alone, and it also
affords those who want or need to
reach out to others to do so. It has been
my observation that many people do
not grieve or reflect the same way each
year – some reflect on the loss, some
reflect on the healing and recovery
since, some reflect on the resolve of the
American people - it depends on where
they are personally in the process.”

The ceremony will be held rain or
shine.
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JERSEY BOYS...Jersey Jukebox entertains the crowd with doo-wop at the
Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Concert Series at the Alan Augustine Village Green
on August 22.

Photo courtesy of Bob Centrella
COUNTY CLARE...With the beautiful Cliffs of Moher, County Clare, Ireland in
the background, Bob Centrella, Ann Marie Centrella and Amanda Centrella of
Westfield take a few moments to catch up on the news from The Westfield Leader.
Amanda, an upcoming senior at Providence College, spent the semester abroad
in Dublin this past spring.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY...Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wright  celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary traveling through Alaska and Vancouver, Canada. They
catch up on local news by reading The Westfield Leader after crossing the
Capilano Suspension Bridge in North Vancouver, Canada, a wire cable bridge
which is 460 feet long and 230 feet above the Capilano River. Joan and Joe Wright
have resided in Westfield since 1972.

program, if adopted by the town-
ship committee after recommenda-
tion of the planning board, might
include new signage, countdown
lights to help persons wanting to
cross the street, new paving, curb
cuts, and an educational program
fostered through the school district
and the township TV channel.

Mr. Walsia said the township must
prioritize what it wants to do first,
perhaps by working with the
Cranford Police Department.

“You have to figure out what
would be appropriate and feasible,”
he said. He also suggested that grant
money might be available from the
state for some projects.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. said,
“We may be eligible for some fund-
ing through NJ Transit.”

Board member Peter Taylor ques-
tioned the need for the program.
The rest of the board agreed that
there were problem spots in town
for cyclists as well as pedestrians
and motorists.

The board cancelled its Wednes-
day, September 4, meeting.
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Cranford

as an elected official. So to make
sure there are no conflicts or any
problems at all, that is why I am
stepping down at this time.”

He said his taking over the UCIA
also will enable himself and utili-
ties authority staff “to manage the
activities of the utilities authority.”

Mr. Sullivan was appointed to the
freeholder board in January of 1995,
replacing Casimir Kowalcyk, also
of Elizabeth, who had retired. Mr.
Sullivan served under four county
managers and numerous freeholder
clerks.

In other business, the board also
adopted a bond ordinance on sec-
ond reading to appropriate $46.6
million for the county’s capital bud-
get. Finance Director Bibi Taylor
said the ordinance includes $16.7
million for educational purposes,
including construction projects at
Union County College and the Vo-
cational-Technical Schools; $2.8
million for dam improvements, and
$5.8 million for culvert improve-
ments. Also included is $3.8 mil-
lion for parks improvements includ-
ing dredging and hydro-raking of
lakes in Nomahegan, Meisel, Briant
and Rahway Parks and installation
of synthetic surfacing at various
basketball, tennis and volleyball
courts in the county.

Members of the public questioned
the county spending an additional
$68,000 on a Wurlitzer Pipe Organ
at the Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway,
bringing the costs to restore and
repair the 100-year-old organ to
$266,516. SHP Associates, LLP, of
Attleboro, Mass., is the county’s
vendor on the project.

Jim Buettner of Cranford ques-
tioned why the county was paying
for the repair. He said he did not
believe the UCPAC was part of
county government.

Victoria Durbin Drake, adminis-
trator of the Union County Office
of Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund, said
the county owns the arts center and,
thus, the contents including the or-
gan. Ms. Drake said the organ dates
back to when the facility first

opened in 1920.
She said the historic organ was

damaged during a renovation of the
arts center. Ms. Drake said one of
the organ’s chambers, located in
the walls of the theater, sustained
damage, at which time the county
approved a resolution to accept a
$198,516 grant to restore the or-
gan, $88,000 of which was from
insurance funds of the vendor that
did the damage.

She said once the organ was
opened up it was discovered that
the damage was “much more exten-
sive” than originally thought, both
from the renovation work and be-
cause the organ is more than 100
years old.

Mr. Buettner also questioned why
the county was spending $70,250
for a new chiller for the Warinanco
Ice Skating Center. He asked if the
facility was being converted to an
indoor soccer arena and what the
status was for the county’s plans to
build a new skating facility at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark, a former golf
course.

“No decisions have been made
relative to the skating rink,” County
Manager Al Faella said.

Ron Zuber, director of the De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal, commented that, “At this
point, the County of Union has no
definitive plans with Warinanco Ice
Skating Center other than to open
for business on October 15 of this
year.”

The board approved a resolution
to execute agreements with recipi-
ents of the 2013 HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) grants. A total of $75,000
has been appropriated for the grant.

The Reverend Robert Higgs of
the First Presbyterian Church in
Elizabeth said the church has ap-
plied for a HEART grant to convert
an existing walking tour brochure
of the Elizabeth at The Crosswalks
into an audio format. He said the
tour includes 43 sites, which will be
accessible with smart phones. He
said the tour will be available in
multiple languages, starting with
English and Spanish.
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Freeholders
“Do we really, at this point in

time, with a borough the size of
Garwood, want to get involved in
something like that?” she asked.
“Or is it better for us to sit and wait
a little while and get the right devel-
oper to come in who is willing to –
with investors – bring in the right
project, which could be a mixed-
use like we have up front, where
you have retail stores and apart-
ments.”

Other highlights from Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s address:

The borough is continuing to in-
vestigate shared services, noting
that Garwood has shared a board of
health with Westfield since her chil-
dren were in school. Mrs.
Quattrocchi said she went and vis-
ited two dispatch services, but
“wasn’t real excited” about what
she heard.

“Here in Garwood our dispatch,
our policemen, they know every-
body,” she said. “If you call up with
a problem you get a pretty fast re-
turn on your phone call.” She said
she has not heard back from Union
County or Westfield about the cost
and added that it is hard to measure
how much dispatch is costing the
borough.

While she mentioned the pro-
posed merger of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood’s police departments, she
said she did not know how much a
similar move would save the bor-
ough considering Garwood’s po-
lice officers make less than neigh-
boring towns.

“Towns really don’t want to share
services,” she said. “It sounds won-
derful, but really, at the end of the
day, it’s going to take here in New
Jersey a good amount of time for
towns and their residents to get on
board.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the ath-
letic field complex is a little behind
schedule, but almost everything has
been completed with the exception
of the building, which should be
going up soon. She said there has
only been one unforeseen expense
– $12,500 for additional soil test-
ing. The borough held a special
meeting on August 16 to authorize
the expenditure, which is being split

between the borough and the insur-
ance company. Bond contingencies
cover the cost.

Elsewhere during her presenta-
tion, the mayor addressed how NJ
Transit recently announced that,
starting in the spring, some Raritan
Valley Line commuters will be able
to travel directly to New York Penn
Station without transferring in New-
ark during non-peak hours. Mrs.
Quattrocchi praised the one-seat
ride and the economic benefit it
will have on Garwood. She said
that in order for Garwood to have
more stops, NJ Transit would have
to “cannibalize” stops in Westfield,
where more people take the train.

“If we can get somebody to come
in, such as the high-end apartments
with people working in the city, and
ridership on the train line were to
increase (significantly)…would we
get an extra stop? I’m sure.”
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Garwood Mayor Address

dated street hockey rink that the
skate park would replace, but some
funds would be freed up.

In response, Mr. Valente ex-
plained that the Union County Kids
grant application deadline prohib-
ited waiting for a decision on the
skate park. He pointed out the need
for a meeting to propose a new five-
year plan in order to address the
matter of diminishing revenues. The
department must consider raising
fees for its summer camp and after-
school programs and/or for build-
ing rentals in order to make new
projects possible.

In other news, the commission
celebrated the successful opening
of the Forest Road Park perimeter
path. Members agreed that the path
has been well-received and is see-
ing plenty of use. “People know
that there’s a Forest Road Park,
now,” said Mr. Valente, comment-
ing that some residents were previ-
ously unaware of the “pocket
park”’s existence.

Capture Point, a technology that
will make summer camp registra-
tion electronic, is now available and
should help to streamline the regis-
tration process, reported Ms.
Fletcher. Plans for Fanny Wood Day,
the Fanwood 5K and the Halloween
celebration also are underway.
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Fanwood Rec.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
WELL DESERVED...Fanwood Volunteer of the Month, Thelma Southers, left,
a pharmacist who has served on the Board of Health for the past 10 years,  receives
a framed print of the Fanwood Train Station from Mayor Colleen Mahr after  at
the August borough ouncil meeting.

Westfield Schools Eligible
For $2.7 M in Aid for Roofs
WESTFIELD  – The Westfield

Public School District is now eli-
gible for $2.7 million of state aid
for the remaining roof work to be
accomplished during the summer
of 2014. This would reduce local
monies needed to complete the roof
work by approximately 40 percent,
according to Business Administra-
tor Dana Sullivan.

In order to obtain the state aid,
the school district is required to place
before Westfield voters a revised bond
proposal (replacing elements of the
previously passed December 2012
referendum). The revised referendum
will appear on the November 5, 2013
ballot during the General Election,
replacing a portion of the December
2012 referendum and reducing the
cost of the roofing projects to be com-
pleted next year by $2.7 million. If this
revised November bond referendum
is not approved by the community, the
$2.7 million in state monies will not
be made available for the roofing work
and the previously passed referendum
will remain in place.

Ms. Sullivan explained that on May
30, 2013, Governor Chris Christie
announced the release of additional
grant funds for school facilities
projects. Applications for the remain-
ing roof projects were immediately
submitted and last week the Westfield
school district received approval from
the state.

“The Westfield School district’s ref-
erendum in December 2012 included
wording that ‘no state support is cur-
rently available,’ recognizing that con-
struction funding had been absent for
years,” explained Board of Education
Finance Chairman Mark Friedman.
“Now that aid is forthcoming, new
wording on this November’s ballot
will be included to acknowledge the
approval by the state for partial fund-
ing of the remaining roofs.”

The Westfield Board of Education
unanimously approved the revised
referendum at the public meeting held
Tuesday night, August 27, in order to
fulfill the deadline set by the state.
Roofs to be worked on next summer
include Edison Intermediate School,
Lincoln School (Early Childhood
Learning Center), and the following

elementary schools: Franklin,
Jefferson, McKinley, Tamaques, and
Wilson, as well as the Elm Street
administration building and Kehler
field house.

 “This is great news for Westfield,”
commented Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan. “We were
able to respond to this unexpected
state aid opportunity in June and
now have all the approvals from the
state. We look forward to the ap-
proval of our voters on November
5th to reduce Westfield residents’
financial commitment on these im-
portant facility improvements,” she
stated.


