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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRESH FROM THE FARM...A shopper selects an eggplant from a stand that also offers a variety of peppers in every color
at the Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market on Saturday at Park Avenue by the Municipal building.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THEIR MEMORY...Children gather recently at the 9/11 Memorial in Scotch
Plains. This September will mark the 12th anniversary of the terrorist’ attack.

Photo courtesy of Catherine Watson
SUMMER READING...Catherine Watson keeps abreast of local news through
The Scotch plains-Fanwood Times while away at Middlebury College in Vermont
over the summer.

Photo courtesy of Carol Neu
OPTICAL PHENOMENON...Swimmers
at the Willow Grove Swim Club in Scotch
Plains on August 23 could see a 22- degree
halo around the sun. The optical phenom-
enon, which forms a circle 22 degrees
around the sun, or occasionally the moon,
occurs because of refraction in tiny hex-
agonal ice crystals in the air.

Freeholder Sullivan Resigns;
$46.6 Mil. Bond Ordinance OK’d

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan announced last
Thursday his resignation after 19
years as a freeholder. The resignation
is effective August 23. Mr. Sullivan
has been serving as executive direc-
tor of the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA).

Mr. Sullivan said the UCUA and
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA), of which Mr. Sullivan
will now serve as interim executive
director, are embarking on a six-
month, shared-services agreement
and that he will be running both op-
erations. The county has been in talks
for months in preparation for merg-
ing the two authorities. UCIA Execu-

tive Director Charlotte DeFilippo re-
tired effective August 1. She also
stepped down as head of the Union
County Democratic Committee.

While it was not announced who
the new freeholder will be, Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth is the Demo-
crat running for Mr. Sullivan’s seat as
Mr. Sullivan was not seeking a sev-
enth term in November.

“I had originally intended to serve
out the rest of my term until Decem-
ber, but a new opportunity has arisen,”
Mr. Sullivan announced near the end
of Thursday’s freeholder meeting.
“Last night (August 21), both the

UCUA and the improvement author-
ity met, and those two organizations
entered into a six-month, shared-ser-
vices agreement,” Mr. Sullivan said.

He said the agreement will allow
him to oversee the day-to-day opera-
tions of the UCIA.

“It’s a temporary situation. It re-
ally doesn’t affect what the board is
doing in terms of their study of
whether or not those two organiza-
tions will be merged together,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “But in order to as-
sume those responsibilities of the
improvement authority, I cannot serve

Garwood Mayor Updates
AFC, Shared Services

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The owners of the
virtually abandoned industrial sites
on North and South Avenues are so
far not interested in selling their
properties for the price buyers are
willing to pay, according to Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi.

“One wants to hold on to it until
he gets the money that he wants,”
she said. “It is very frustrating.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi, the borough’s
first Republican female mayor, de-
livered a “state of the borough”
address last Thursday at The Pointe.
She spent most of her prepared re-
marks explaining the borough
council’s actions regarding the con-
troversial athletic field complex and
attempts to partner with neighbor-
ing towns to share public services.

But residents at the senior resi-
dence complex’s clubhouse seemed
most interested in efforts to replace
the industrial sites occupied by the
Standard Nipple Works and
Garwood Paperboard factories on
North Avenue and the Casale In-
dustries plant on South Avenue.

“We really can’t move on it un-
less we can get the owners of the
properties interested in selling,”
Mayor Quattrocchi said about re-
developing those properties. “The
paperboard plant, for example, is
one that our borough engineer gets
inquiries about on a regular basis.”

She said she and planning board
member and former councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio also have met
with interested parties. At one point,
there was a buyer, developer, a con-
tract and a “beautiful project,” but
talks with the owner fell through.

She said the same scenario hap-
pened a second time.

“Unfortunately, the owner wants
the amount of money he wants and
he feels that the real estate market
has improved and he’ll be able to
get what he wants without having
to spend any money to clean up that
property. That kind of scares people
away,” the mayor said.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said taking
property through eminent domain
is not a good idea because the bor-
ough would have to raise the money
to purchase it or reclaim it if the
owner did not want to sell.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Bd. Recommends
‘Complete Streets’ Program

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Planning Board last
Wednesday passed a resolution to
recommend the Complete Streets
program be considered by the town-
ship committee. The recommenda-
tion followed a presentation by
Rebecca Hoeffer of Cranford and
Ranjit Walsia, a planner from Clark,
who said the program would make
Cranford more convenient for mo-
torists, pedestrians, bicyclists and
public-transportation riders.

According to Mr. Walsia, the pro-
gram is part of a nationwide move-
ment to make getting around towns
safer and easier. Ms. Hoeffer, who
is a third-generation resident, said
she became interested in the pro-
gram after having a very hard time
trying to cross Centennial Avenue
with two small children in tow. She
has gotten 101 people to sign a
petition in favor of the program and

has written out a policy for making
streets easier to negotiate for chil-
dren, cyclists and the elderly.

The program suggests bike lock-
ers be put at the Cranford Train
Station and changes be made in the
downtown parking program. Mr.
Walsia said he has been advising
Ms. Hoeffer on a pro bono basis.
He also said new policies, if
adopted, may not be one-size-fits
all, saying certain policies may be
specific to addressing the needs of
young pedestrians, senior citizens
or the disabled. He suggested mak-
ing changes where appropriate.

Board member Rita LaBrutta
commented, “When I walk around
town, there are places that I avoid.”

Everyone agreed that the inter-
section of North and Centennial
Avenues is dangerous. Also in re-
cent months a pedestrian was struck
by a car while crossing the street
near the train station. Parts of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Recreation Comm.
Considers Skate Park, Revenues
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Discussion at the
Fanwood Recreation Commission’s
meeting Tuesday night focused on
efforts to build a new skateboard
park at Forest Road Park, revenue
flows and the commission’s appli-
cation for the 2013 Union County
Kids Recreation Grant.

Commission Chairman Joe Valente
announced that a borough-wide meet-
ing on the subject of the proposed
skateboard park will be held at 8 p.m.
on Thursday, October 17 at the Forest
Road Park building.

Asking members of the commis-
sion to consider what kinds of in-
formation to present at that meet-
ing, he pointed out that member

Bruce Zakarin had designed a
website with introductory informa-
tion on the park at
www.fanwoodskatepark.com.

Plans to build a Fanwood skate-
board park have met with enthusi-
asm, said Mr. Valente, but most of
the feedback has been from people
living outside of Fanwood. Com-
mission member Tom Smith re-
sponded anecdotally that his 85-
year-old father firmly supports the
skate park. Mr. Smith’s father be-
lieves, “Kids spend too much time in
front of the computer. Anything that
gets them outside is wonderful!”

The commissioners hope that the
October meeting will generate re-
sponses from other Fanwoodians
as well. Otherwise, the commission

will have to decide whether to go
forward with the proposal without
clear direction from the commu-
nity.

Fanwood has been awarded 50
percent of the funding for the skate
park through a Union County Rec-
reation grant; the rest of the money
must come from the Fanwood Rec-
reation Department’s own revenues.

Commission member Tracy
Fletcher said recreation revenues
have not been as robust as antici-
pated this year. The department’s
annual Party-in-the-Park function
operated at a loss, in part due to
inclement weather. Additionally,
although building rentals have in-
creased and usage of the parks is
thriving, custodial and maintenance
costs have risen in tandem with
increased patronage.

Mr. Valente remarked that if the
commission cannot provide its part
of the funding, the projects for
which it applied to the 2013 Union
County Kids Recreation Grant
might not be feasible. Those
projects include a proposal for a
new sprinkler park and another pro-
posal to coat the ice-skating rink
with a white synthetic epoxy in
hopes that the reflective surface
might help the pond freeze over
sooner, as warmer winters have pre-
vented it from doing.

Mr. Valente questioned the advis-
ability of the ice-skating rink pro-
posal. He said it took nearly five
months for the borough’s engineers
to come up with the expensive sug-
gestion and that there were no clear
indications that it had been tried suc-
cessfully elsewhere.

Ms. Fletcher opined that it would
be best to hold off on both propos-
als until the commission reached a
decision regarding the skateboard-
ing park. Building the skate park
would use the department’s remain-
ing funds. If the skate park is not
built, the commission still must
decide how to renovate the dilapi-
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VFW HONORS STUDENT...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) Post No. 10122 presented its annual scholarship to a local veteran’s
child at the recent Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School awards ceremony. This
year’s recipient was Melissa McQuoid. This is the 21st year that VFW Post No.
10122 has awarded a scholarship. Melissa will attend The Culinary Institute of
America in Hyde Park, N.Y. She is pictured with Frank Chupko, Post No. 10122
commander.


