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Photo courtesy of Bob Centrella
COUNTY CLARE...With the beautiful Cliffs of Moher, County Clare, Ireland in
the background, Bob Centrella, Ann Marie Centrella and Amanda Centrella of
Westfield take a few moments to catch up on the news from The Westfield Leader.
Amanda, an upcoming senior at Providence College, spent the semester abroad
in Dublin this past spring.

Photo courtesy of Suzanne Taylor
CLASSIC...Suzanne Taylor takes a time out from watching Mark Wade of
Westfield (in maroon shirt)  at the Cardinal Classic Trap Shoot in Merango, Ohio
to enjoy The Westfield Leader.

Town of Westfield 12th Anniversary
September 11 Commemoration

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield will observe the 12th anni-
versary of the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks with a community
gathering on Wednesday, September
11, at the September 11th Memorial
site on North Avenue at East Broad
Street. The commemoration ceremony
will begin at 6:30 p.m. with opening
remarks from Mayor Andrew K. Skib-
itsky. Local clergy will offer prayers of
commemoration followed by the pre-
sentation of the ceremonial wreath by
an honor guard.

Each year, the ceremony concludes
with a period of silent reflection and
show of community support. Mayor
Skibitsky explained that, “The events of

9/11 affected so many people in so
many different ways, and continues to
do so. How and how long people grieve
and reflect is unique and very personal
to each individual. This part of the cer-
emony allows people to reflect privately
but not be alone, and it also affords those
who want or need to reach out to others
to do so. It has been my observation that
many people do not grieve or reflect the
same way each year – some reflect on
the loss, some reflect on the healing and
recovery since, some reflect on the re-
solve of the American people — it de-
pends on where they are personally in
the process.”

The ceremony will be held rain or
shine.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY...Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wright celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary  traveling through Alaska and Vancouver, Canada.  They
catch up on local news by reading The Westfield Leader after crossing the
Capilano Suspension Bridge in North Vancouver, Canada, a wire cable bridge
which is 460 feet long and 230 feet above the Capilano River.  Joan and Joe Wright
have resided in Westfield since 1972.

Jefferson, McKinley, Tamaques, and
Wilson, as well as the Elm Street
administration building and Kehler
field house.

 “This is great news for Westfield,”
commented Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan. “We were
able to respond to this unexpected
state aid opportunity in June and now
have all the approvals from the state.
We look forward to the approval of
our voters on November 5 to reduce
Westfield residents’ financial com-
mitment on these important facility
improvements,” she stated.
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Garwood Mayor Updates
AFC, Shared Services

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The owners of the virtu-
ally abandoned industrial sites on North
and South Avenues are so far not interested
in selling their properties for the price buy-
ers are willing to pay, according to Garwood
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi.

“One wants to hold on to it until he gets
the money that he wants,” she said. “It is
very frustrating.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi, the borough’s first
Republican female mayor, delivered a “state
of the borough” address last Thursday at
The Pointe. She spent most of her prepared
remarks explaining the borough council’s
actions regarding the controversial athletic
field complex and attempts to partner with
neighboring towns to share public services.

But residents at the senior residence
complex’s clubhouse seemed most inter-
ested in efforts to replace the industrial sites
occupied by the Standard Nipple Works
and Garwood Paperboard factories on North
Avenue and the Casale Industries plant on
South Avenue.

“We really can’t move on it unless we
can get the owners of the properties inter-
ested in selling,” Mayor Quattrocchi said
about redeveloping those properties. “The
paperboard plant, for example, is one that
our borough engineer gets inquiries about
on a regular basis.”

She said she and planning board member
and former councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio also have met with interested
parties. At one point, there was a buyer,
developer, a contract and a “beautiful
project,” but talks with the owner fell
through. She said the same scenario hap-
pened a second time.

“Unfortunately, the owner wants the
amount of money he wants and he feels that
the real estate market has improved and
he’ll be able to get what he wants without
having to spend any money to clean up that
property. That kind of scares people away,”
the mayor said.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said taking property
through eminent domain is not a good idea
because the borough would have to raise
the money to purchase it or reclaim it if the
owner did not want to sell.

“Do we really, at this point in time, with
a borough the size of Garwood, want to get
involved in something like that?” she asked.
“Or is it better for us to sit and wait a little
while and get the right developer to come in
who is willing to – with investors – bring in
the right project, which could be a mixed-
use like we have up front, where you have
retail stores and apartments.”

Other highlights from Mrs. Quattrocchi’s
address:

The borough is continuing to investigate
shared services, noting that Garwood has
shared a board of health with Westfield
since her children were in school. Mrs.
Quattrocchi said she went and visited two
dispatch services, but “wasn’t real excited”
about what she heard.

“Here in Garwood our dispatch, our
policemen, they know everybody,” she
said. “If you call up with a problem you get
a pretty fast return on your phone call.” She
said she has not heard back from Union
County or Westfield about the cost and
added that it is hard to measure how much
dispatch is costing the borough.

While she mentioned the proposed
merger of Scotch Plains and Fanwood’s
police departments, she said she did not
know how much a similar move would
save the borough considering Garwood’s
police officers make less than neighboring
towns.

“Towns really don’t want to share ser-
vices,” she said. “It sounds wonderful, but
really, at the end of the day, it’s going to
take here in New Jersey a good amount of
time for towns and their residents to get on
board.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the athletic field

complex is a little behind schedule, but
almost everything has been completed with
the exception of the building, which should
be going up soon. She said there has only
been one unforeseen expense – $12,500 for
additional soil testing. The borough held a
special meeting on August 16 to authorize
the expenditure, which is being split be-
tween the borough and the insurance com-
pany. Bond contingencies cover the cost.

Elsewhere during her presentation, the
mayor addressed how NJ Transit recently
announced that, starting in the spring, some
Raritan Valley Line commuters will be able
to travel directly to New York Penn
Station without transferring in Newark
during non-peak hours. Mrs.
Quattrocchi praised the one-seat ride
and the economic benefit it will have
on Garwood. She said that in order for
Garwood to have more stops, NJ Tran-
sit would have to “cannibalize” stops in
Westfield, where more people take the
train.

“If we can get somebody to come in,
such as the high-end apartments with
people working in the city, and rider-
ship on the train line were to increase
(significantly)…would we get an extra
stop? I’m sure.”

Mr. Mathieu said waiting for other
towns to reassess is not a “workable
solution,” pointing out that towns across
New Jersey are doing reevaluations.
He has said the matter could potentially
curb redevelopment since new busi-
nesses may be hit with the highest taxes
in order to subsidize those homeowners
who have seen their property values
skyrocket but are paying taxes based
on their homes’ value more than three
decades ago.

“At this rate, we’ll reassess three
times a century roughly, and what I’m
just wondering is, ‘how do you have a
taxation system based on property value
without a periodic reassessment of that
value?’

“We can tax you on all sorts of
things, but we tax you on how much
your house is worth in the market,” he
added. “We have chosen this taxation
system. We have to update this.”

Mr. Renaud said many commercial
property owners have appealed their
taxes and are not assessed at the same
level they were 30 years ago.

Two residents at The Pointe spoke
out for reevaluation, claiming they are
paying a disproportionate share of the
taxes while not receiving services like
snow removal or street lights.

“I think the taxation system is very
unfair to people that are new in town, to
new construction and to people that
have remodeled their homes,” said Tom
Pedas, adding that some condo owners
are paying as much as $14,000 a year.
“We’re being punished because we’re
being taxed at a higher rate.

“When you say that the town would
have to burden the cost of this reevalu-
ation, no one asked me if I was willing
to burden the $3.2 million Athletic
Field Complex, which, as you know, I
am very much against.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt noted that
The Pointe condominium complex was
approved with restrictions, such as an
age requirement, and suggested the
developer did not adequately inform
buyers.

Ms. Switzer said that The Pointe is
assessed fairly based on recent sales,
and that there are several single-family
home owners who pay more than the
senior residents. She recently reevalu-
ated the property and said the Pointe
would not see a decrease if a reassess-
ment was done.

Council President and Finance Chair-
woman Sara Todisco recommended
the council take an informal vote on the
reassessment at a future meeting, but

she said she was not in support of the
move, primarily because of the cost,
which would amount to $22-$23 per
$100,000 of assessed property value
per year for five years.

“When those residents here in
Garwood have to pay, every single
resident and every single commercial
property owner as well, has to pay for
a reevaluation, you can tell them that
the cost is irrelevant,” she told Mr.
Mathieu.

In other meeting news:
— Council members approved 5-1 a

$170,000 bond to purchase a new dump
truck, plow and spreader. The new dump
truck will replace a 28-year-old vehicle
and will be used to plow and salt, carry
debris from storms, pull the wood chip-
per and leaf bag and haul materials,
such as sand, gravel and dirt. Mr.
Mathieu voted no, saying he was
“alarmed at the debt increase we’re
undertaking here in Garwood,” par-
ticularly with the Athletic Field Com-
plex. “I’m just kind of old fashioned.
You spend money on something, you
don’t spend money on something else.
You don’t just borrow more.”

Ms. Todisco reiterated that if the
borough had the cash to purchase the
dump truck, it would do so. “I do not
feel that the needs of the town should be
ignored because some are upset about
the Athletic Field Complex, and I feel
as though this is something financially
the borough can handle.”

— Council members approved 5-1
raises for more than 15 non-union
employees. Mr. Mathieu voted no as
part of his continuing effort against tax
increases and spending that he does not
feel the borough can afford.
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Freeholders
project.

Jim Buettner of Cranford ques-
tioned why the county was paying
for the repair. He said he did not
believe the UCPAC was part of
county government.

Victoria Durbin Drake, adminis-
trator of the Union County Office of
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund, said
the county owns the arts center and,
thus, the contents including the or-
gan. Ms. Drake said the organ dates
back to when the facility first opened
in 1920.

She said the historic organ was
damaged during a renovation of the
arts center. Ms. Drake said one of
the organ’s chambers, located in the
walls of the theater, sustained dam-
age, at which time the county ap-
proved a resolution to accept a
$198,516 grant to restore the organ,
$88,000 of which was from insur-
ance funds of the vendor that did the
damage.

She said once the organ was
opened up it was discovered that the
damage was “much more extensive”
than originally thought, both from
the renovation work and because the
organ is more than 100 years old.

Mr. Buettner also questioned why
the county was spending $70,250
for a new chiller for the Warinanco
Ice Skating Center. He asked if the
facility was being converted to an
indoor soccer arena and what the
status was for the county’s plans to
build a new skating facility at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark, a former golf
course.

“No decisions have been made
relative to the skating rink,” County
Manager Al Faella said.

Ron Zuber, director of the Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal, commented that, “At this
point, the County of Union has no
definitive plans with Warinanco Ice
Skating Center other than to open

for business on October 15 of this
year.”

The board approved a resolution
to execute agreements with recipi-
ents of the 2013 HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) grants. A total of $75,000 has
been appropriated for the grant.

The Reverend Robert Higgs of the
First Presbyterian Church in Eliza-
beth said the church has applied for
a HEART grant to convert an exist-
ing walking tour brochure of the
Elizabeth at The Crosswalks into an
audio format. He said the tour in-
cludes 43 sites, which will be acces-
sible with smart phones. He said the
tour will be available in multiple
languages, starting with English and
Spanish.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS...Boy Scouts from Troop No. 73 recently completed
a canoe trek through Algonquin Provincial Park, the oldest provincial park in
Canada, which is located in central Ontario. During the 14-day trek, the Scouts
and leaders canoed and portaged nearly 100 miles through pristine wilderness.
They camped at sites accessible only by canoe and also swam and fished in crystal-
clear lakes. This trek was part of Troop No. 73’s high adventure program. Troop
No. 73 is sponsored by the Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity in Westfield. For
more information, contact Scoutmaster Henry Hom at henryhom73@gmail.com.

concern was the state of the district’s
technology and infrastructure re-
lated to it. The proposed renovation
is to address both issues. Charles
Koch, an architect from
Environetics Group Incorporated,
provided a detailed presentation on
the proposed improvements to both
buildings to the packed assembly.

The planned renovations to
Beechwood School include: wid-
ening the main driveway and ad-
dressing drainage issues; replacing
the roof; replacing all RTU (roof
top unit) Carrier Heat Exchangers;
installing a new BMS (BACnet) sys-
tem, a computer system designed to
incorporate HVAC (heating, venti-
lation, and air conditioning), light-
ing, security, fire, access control,
maintenance and waste manage-
ment systems; audio visual/infor-
mation technology upgrades, and a
security system overhaul including
upgrading the phone/public ad-
dress/intercom and fire alarm sys-
tems, installing a burglar alarm, an
access control system (where staff
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Mountainside BOE
would have key cards to access the
building) and an extensive renova-
tion to the lobby to enhance secu-
rity.

The planned renovations to
Deerfield School include: improv-
ing the rear driveway and address-
ing drainage issues; replacing the
boiler; replacing the roof, gutters
and leaders; replacing HVAC units;
installing new windows throughout
the entire school; installing new
exterior security doors throughout
the entire school, and removing as-
bestos, replacing carpet, replacing
ceilings and lighting throughout the
corridors and the classrooms. The
project also encompasses ADA
(Americans with Disabilities Act)
upgrades and toilet renovations
throughout the building as well as
technology and a new security
lobby.

“We are trying desperately to save
these buildings,” board member
Christopher Minks stated. “We’re
committed and we’re mandated by
you to provide the most education-
ally healthy and conducive envi-
ronment for our kids, and to pro-
vide them with technology and to
give them the best teachers and to
give them the best leg up in their
educational experience. And we’re
at a point where we can’t do more
within the facilities that exist.”

Mr. Minks continued, “Frankly,
these facilities are too outdated,
they’re dilapidated, they’re in a con-
dition that isn’t conducive to learn-
ing and going that next step.”

The board anticipates holding a
special election to put the referen-
dum before voters in either Decem-
ber of this year or January of 2014.
If approved, the project should take
one to two years to complete, offi-
cials said.

The next BOE meeting open to
the public is scheduled for Tues-
day, September 24, at 7:30 p.m. at
Beechwood School’s Susan O.
Collier Media Center.


