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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HAMMER TIME...The Hammers entertain the crowd at the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival in Westfield on August 20.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
LIGHT THE WAY…A booth selling decorated solar lights draws a crowd at the
Westfield Street Fair held Saturday in the south side train station parking lot.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
FRESH FROM THE FARM...A vendor from Peaceful Valley Orchards in Pittstown restocks peaches during the Westfield
Farmers' Market on Saturday at the southside train station parking lot.

Photo courtesy of Carol Neu
OPTICAL PHENOMENON...Willow
Grove Swim Club swimmers in Scotch
Plains on August 23 witnessed a 22-
degree halo around the sun. The opti-
cal phenomenon, which forms a circle
22 degrees around the sun, or occa-
sionally the moon, occurs because of
refraction in tiny hexagonal ice crys-
tals in the air.

Freeholder Sullivan Resigns;
$46.6 Mil. Bond Ordin. OK’d

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Schools Eligible
For $2.7 Mil. Aid For Roofs
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Public School District is now eligible
for $2.7 million of state aid for the
remaining roof work to be accom-
plished during the summer of 2014.
This would reduce local monies
needed to complete the roof work by
approximately 40 percent, according
to Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan.

In order to obtain the state aid, the
school district is required to place
before Westfield voters a revised
bond proposal (replacing elements
of the previously passed December
2012 referendum). The revised ref-
erendum will appear on the Novem-
ber 5, 2013 ballot during the Gen-
eral Election, replacing a portion of
the December 2012 referendum and
reducing the cost of the roofing
projects to be completed next year
by $2.7 million. If this revised No-
vember bond referendum is not ap-
proved by the community, the $2.7
million in state monies will not be
made available for the roofing work
and the previously passed referen-
dum will remain in place.

Ms. Sullivan explained that on May
30, 2013, Governor Chris Christie

announced the release of additional
grant funds for school facilities
projects. Applications for the remain-
ing roof projects were immediately
submitted and last week the West-
field school district received approval
from the state.

“The Westfield school district’s ref-
erendum in December 2012 included
wording that ‘no state support is cur-
rently available,’ recognizing that con-
struction funding had been absent for
years,” explained Board of Educa-
tion Finance Chairman Mark Fried-
man. “Now that aid is forthcoming,
new wording on this November’s
ballot will be included to acknowl-
edge the approval by the state for
partial funding of the remaining
roofs.”

The Westfield Board of Education
unanimously approved the revised
referendum at the public meeting held
Tuesday night, August 27, in order to
fulfill the deadline set by the state.
Roofs to be worked on next summer
include Edison Intermediate School,
Lincoln School (Early Childhood
Learning Center), and the following
elementary schools: Franklin,
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan announced last
Thursday his resignation after 19
years as a freeholder. The resignation
is effective August 23. Mr. Sullivan
has been serving as executive direc-
tor of the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA).

Mr. Sullivan said the UCUA and
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA), of which Mr. Sullivan
will now serve as interim executive
director, are embarking on a six-
month, shared-services agreement
and that he will be running both op-
erations. The county has been in talks
for months in preparation for merg-
ing the two authorities. UCIA Execu-
tive Director Charlotte DeFilippo re-
tired effective August 1. She also
stepped down as head of the Union
County Democratic Committee.

While it was not announced who
the new freeholder will be, Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth is the Demo-
crat running for Mr. Sullivan’s seat as
Mr. Sullivan was not seeking a sev-
enth term in November.

“I had originally intended to serve
out the rest of my term until Decem-
ber, but a new opportunity has arisen,”
Mr. Sullivan announced near the end
of Thursday’s freeholder meeting.
“Last night (August 21), both the
UCUA and the improvement author-
ity met, and those two organizations
entered into a six-month, shared-ser-
vices agreement,” Mr. Sullivan said.

He said the agreement will allow
him to oversee the day-to-day opera-
tions of the UCIA.

“It’s a temporary situation. It re-
ally doesn’t affect what the board is
doing in terms of their study of
whether or not those two organiza-

tions will be merged together,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “But in order to as-
sume those responsibilities of the
improvement authority, I cannot serve
as an elected official. So to make sure
there are no conflicts or any prob-
lems at all, that is why I am stepping
down at this time.”

He said his taking over the UCIA
also will enable himself and utilities
authority staff “to manage the activities
of the utilities authority.”

Mr. Sullivan was appointed to the
freeholder board in January of 1995,
replacing Casimir Kowalcyk, also of
Elizabeth, who had retired. Mr. Sullivan
served under four county managers
and numerous freeholder clerks.

In other business, the board also
adopted a bond ordinance on second
reading to appropriate $46.6 million
for the county’s capital budget. Fi-
nance Director Bibi Taylor said the
ordinance includes $16.7 million for
educational purposes, including con-
struction projects at Union County
College and the Vocational-Technical
Schools; $2.8 million for dam improve-
ments, and $5.8 million for culvert
improvements. Also included is $3.8
million for parks improvements in-
cluding dredging and hydro-raking of
lakes in Nomahegan, Meisel, Briant
and Rahway Parks and installation of
synthetic surfacing at various basket-
ball, tennis and volleyball courts in the
county.

Members of the public questioned
the county spending an additional
$68,000 on a Wurlitzer Pipe Organ
at the Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC) in Rahway, bring-
ing the costs to restore and repair the
100-year-old organ to $266,516.
SHP Associates, LLP, of Attleboro,
Mass., is the county’s vendor on the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 16
Editorial ........ 4-5, 16
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-7, 16
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-15
Real Estate .... 11-15
Classifieds ..... 15
A&E .............. 17-18

Mountainside BOE Proposes $19.4
Mil. For School Renovations

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
monthly meeting Tuesday evening,
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) announced its intention
to propose a $19.4-million bond
referendum for major renovations
to improve both Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools.

Based on the state providing 40
percent of the funds, the average
assessed home in the borough of
$165,537 would see an increase of
approximately $290 per year in
property taxes for 20 years to cover
60 percent of the cost of the loan,
school officials said.

The board anticipates receiving
40 percent of the funds for the
project from the New Jersey De-
partment of Education (DOE) Regu-
lar Operating District (ROD) Grant,
which has not been accessible to
school districts since 2008. The
DOE will parcel out over $425 mil-
lion to school districts during the
current grant cycle. The proposed
referendum is a result of the board’s
Strategic Planning Committee, con-
sisting of Jeane Parker, chair-

woman; Cathy Jakositz, Kate Motz
and Chief School Administrator
Nancy Lubarsky and her staff.

The committee made its proposal
based in part from surveys from the
public last year and subsequent
planning sessions. According to Ms.
Parker, the main concern of the ma-
jority of respondents to the strate-
gic survey stated that the physical
plants of both buildings are in dire
need of improvement. A second
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Garwood Council Discusses
Merits of Reevaluation

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Tax Assessor
Annmarie Switzer recommended
against re-evaluating property values at
Tuesday’s borough council meeting,
arguing the action carried a high risk of
increased county taxes without provid-
ing much benefit to the municipality or
its taxpayers.

Despite Councilman Jim Mathieu
questioning the “fairness” and “moral-
ity” of using an assessment last con-
ducted in 1984, the other council mem-
bers seemed unwilling to move for-
ward with the reevaluation, which Ms.
Switzer said would cost about $200,000
– “a very expensive gamble” – and take
two years to complete.

“There’s no way to predict the out-
come of a reval until it’s actually com-
pleted,” Ms. Switzer said. “But the one
thing I can tell you is that if our net
taxable value goes up, we will pay
more in county taxes.”

Ms. Switzer said the borough does
not need a reassessment because recent
sales indicate the borough is within
accepted norms of valuation. She in-
formed the council that property is
assessed at approximately 28 percent
of its value, a figure determined annu-
ally by state authorities.

Based on a formula set by the state,
16 towns in the county have assessed
values that differ more than Garwood’s,
she said. None of them are doing a
reval. She suggested letting some of the
larger towns, such as Union and Eliza-
beth, do a reassessment first, so the
borough is not burdened with paying
more county taxes.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said property value is speculative and

the best time for a reassessment would
be when the borough has relatively
stable home values and a lot of sales.
He said had the borough done a re-
evaluation in 2007, many of the homes
would be overvalued based on the cur-
rent housing market.

“When you reval, sometimes you
trade what may not be unfair for an-
other unfairness – because there’s no
guarantee that the reevaluation is going
to be any better than what has been
determined over the years as the value,”
he said.

Westfield BOE OKs New Policy For
Use of Communication Devices
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s board
of education on Tuesday night dis-
cussed a number of issues relating
to the opening of schools this Tues-
day, September 3.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan commented, “We’re in
good shape. We have students reg-
istering daily. We have many new
hires to replace the teachers who
have retired, and we had many more
students in the summer programs
this year.”

In other business, the board ap-

proved a new policy on students’
use of personal electronic commu-
nication and/or recording devices
(ECRD) with the capacity to audio
or video record or any device ca-
pable of receiving or transmitting
any type of communication between
persons. An ECRD includes, but is
not limited to, cameras, cellular and
wireless telephones, pagers/beep-
ers, laptop computers, electronic
readers, personal digital assistants
(PDAs), two-way radios, portable
fax machines, video broadcasting
devices, iPads, tablets, iPods, MP3
players and any other device that

allows a person to access, record
and/or transmit, on either real time
or delayed basis, sound video or
still images, text or other informa-
tion unless with specific approval
of their teacher for educational pur-
poses only.

Elementary students must keep
devices turned off and kept in their
lockers or backpacks. Middle-
school students may keep their de-
vices only to be used for educa-
tional purposes. The same policy
applies to high-school students, ac-
cept in the cafeteria, the student
center or the courtyard. Recre-
ational purposes are allowed ex-
cept for phone calls. The devices
may not be used in hallways, bath-
rooms or locker rooms.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Tracy Factor, the parent of
a fourth-grade elementary-school
student, appealed to the board to
clarify the protocol to be followed
by a parent or student who reports a
bullying incident. She said she re-
ported an incident in March and
was not pleased with the way it was
handled.

Board Attorney Richard Kaplow
cautioned board members not to get
too specific in their response until
they have had the opportunity to
revisit the policy.

Superintendent Dolan said, “We
have to have sessions for parents,
and we will do that. It is a complex
law regarding the code of conduct
at the elementary level, and should
get revisited every year.”

Board President Rich Mattessich
added that, “The law is very com-
plex. We want to make sure we are
operating within the law.”

The board then adjourned and
went into closed session to discuss
the bullying law.

The next meeting of the board
will be Tuesday, September 10, at
7:30 p.m. at the administration
building at 302 Elm Street.


