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CRANFORD – The Cranford
Committee, at its August 13
meeting, welcomed three new
appointees to its fire department
and promoted Lieutenant Daniel
Thorn to the rank of captain. The
firefighter received a resounding
ovation from the friends and fam-
ily who packed the municipal
chambers.

Captain Thorn was one of three
qualified candidates. The two
others who are on the list to be
promoted to the rank of captain
are Frank DeGenova and An-
drew Stratton. The three new
appointees have a history with
the department. Gary Merwede
will represent the third genera-
tion of his family to serve the
department. Douglas Petschow
and Matt Seitz both will be sec-
ond-generation Cranford
firefighters.

A short meeting followed the
induction of the new firefighters.

The township applied for and
will receive approximately $3.5
million from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) to mitigate flood dam-
ages through acquisition or el-
evation of flood-prone proper-
ties under various programs, in-
cluding the Hazardous Mitigation
Grant Program (HMGP), which
was authorized by Congress as
part of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act. Eighteen town-
ship homes will be elevated within
the terms of the flood program
grant agreement.

The committee passed a reso-
lution awarding a contract to Ricci
Planning of Clark to codify the
township’s Master Plan. Resident
Leo McMahon questioned the rea-
son for doing this and wanted to

know how much it would cost.
Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. re-

plied, “Since the Master Plan was
recently revised to be in compli-
ance with COAH (Council on Af-
fordable Housing), some of the
things on the books didn’t match
up. They will bring us into com-
pliance so the Master Plan can be
adopted according to code. The
contract is for $17,000 and
change,” he said.

Committeeman Kevin Campbell
said he was not in favor of doing
this, but said it is the township’s
obligation to the state and the

court system so he voted for it.
In other business, the commit-

tee amended and revised an or-
dinance which changes the speed
limit on Walnut Avenue from 35
m.p.h. from North Avenue to Lin-
coln Avenue and 25 m.p.h. from
Lincoln to Lexington Avenue to
one speed limit of 25 m.p.h. for
all of Walnut Avenue.

Resident Liz Sweeney asked
for an update on the Birchwood
Avenue development. Township
Attorney Dan McCarthy said he
would prepare a schedule for
Birchwood updates.

Garwood Awards
Soil Testing Contract
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GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil held a special meeting on
Friday night to pass a resolution
which awarded a special service
contract in the amount of
$12,500, to Hatch Mott
MacDonald of Millburn for addi-
tional soil testing of the new
Athletic Field Complex (AFC).

“Concerns were raised by the
Flanagan Contracting Group, the
company which is working on the
project, which reported finding
buried trash at the site,” Bor-
ough Engineer Donald Guariello
said. The project was due to be
finished by this summer, but is
still not completed.

The council, in order to offset
further delays and avoid possible
costly litigation, according to Bor-
ough Attorney Robert Renaud,
went into closed session to dis-
cuss the matter for 50 minutes
before voting to award the con-
tract. The borough will pay half
of the cost and its insurance com-
pany, ACE Insurance, will pay
the other half. The money was
budgeted for at the onset of the
project under contingencies.

The new AFC will consist of a
field house building, a conces-
sion stand, a deck, bathrooms, a
meeting room, a multi-purpose
room, a playing field, a basket-
ball court and a walking track.
The existing baseball field will be
re-graded.

Mr. Renaud said the existing
dispute between the Flanagan
group and the borough regard-
ing possible contaminants would
best be resolved by testing the
soil.

After the executive session and
before the actual vote on the
contract, Councilman James
Matthieu read a prepared state-
ment in which he opposed any
further monies be expended on

the project. He also said, “I ex-
pect this to be just the first of
many cost overruns.” He further
suggested the council revisit the
AFC contract to scale it back to fit
the original $2.1 million budget
and the current $3.237 million
bond. “Any increase to the bond
is simply unacceptable to me and
would add further insult to injury
to our borough and its struggling
taxpayers,” he said.

Councilwoman Ann Palmer ob-
jected to his statement and said,
“This is not what this meeting is
supposed to be about.”

Council members Lou
Petruzzelli, Palmer, Steven
Blaufeder and William Nierstedt
voted for the resolution. Council-
man Matthieu voted against it.
Council President Sara Todisco
was not present.

The next meeting of the mayor
and council will be Tuesday, Au-
gust 27, at 7:15 p.m. in council
chambers. The workshop meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m.

GW BOE Hires New Staff,
Prepares for School Year

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education met on Tues-
day evening to discuss programs
and practices for the coming
school year.

Maintenance Supervisor Tho-
mas Spera told the board that
the fresh painting of the hallways
and classrooms has been com-
pleted at a cost of $13,000. He
said the computer lab, all-pur-
pose room and the library will be
done by the end of the year. Mr.
Spera said the sprinkler system,
the fire extinguishers and the
elevator have all been tested. He
also said that three cameras
would be placed in the playground
area to watch student activity.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said the summer
recreation program held at Lin-
coln School was very successful.
She said on very hot days the
children were able to come in-
side and use the all-purpose

room. Ms. Quigley said she was
looking forward to using the
MCREL statewide evaluation pro-
gram for teachers and princi-
pals. She further said she was
excited about the new Reading
Street program for kindergarten
through fifth grade.

“Once we hire our new teach-
ers, we’re ready to move on and
have a good year,” she said. The
board voted to hire former stu-
dent teacher Armando Gonzalez
to be the music teacher for kin-
dergarten through eighth grade.
Denise Cafiero was hired to teach
the fifth grade and Storey Dohner
was hired to teach first grade.

Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons commented, “I’m looking
forward to working with the Com-
mon Core standards for grades 6
through 8 and helping our students
to be the best they can be.”

BOE Finance Committee Chair-
woman Susan Groening said this
year the fee for middle-school
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Berkeley College
Recognizes Students

AREA — Berkeley College has
announced students from Union
County that have been named to
Dean’s Lists for the spring 2013
quarter.

Local students are: Stephanie
Richardson of Scotch Plains, who
attends the Paramus location in
Bergen County; Aneesah Serrano
of Garwood, a Berkeley College
Online student, and Jennifer
Sjostrom of Mountainside, who
attends the Midtown Manhattan
location in New York City.

Cranford Welcomes Firefighters;
Gets $3.5 Mil. in FEMA Aid


