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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Keeping the opponent off-bal-
ance is an important factor in a
team’s quest for victory and on
August 14 at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains, St. Francis of the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Soft-
ball League Apostles Division held
off a determined St. Nicholas
team in the seventh inning to
prevail, 9-5.

Mike Abram inflicted three hits
and two RBI worth of damage,
Dave Rothenberg had two hits
and two RBI, and Scott Shulman
drilled three singles and added
one RBI. Reinaldo Santiago col-
lected three singles, Paul Newton

doubled and singled, Mike Surbrug
spanked a pair of singles and an
RBI, and Gene Booth scored a run
and drove in a run to lead the 22-
hit St. Francis pelting.

The Fran boys got dazzling de-
fensive performances from
Surbrug and Santiago and were
led by the baffling selection of
pitches from veteran Frank
Chupko. St. Nick received stellar
defense from Mark Ragan,

St. Nicholas’ 19-hit outing fea-
tured Chris Paterek’s three hits,
including a two-run double.
Ragan rapped a pair of RBI
singles, and Neil Kaufman con-
tributed two singles and scored a
run. Ben Lobrace went 3-for-3,

including a double.
Nothing happened in the first

inning, but the Fran boys opened
up with four runs in the bottom of
the second. Shulman and
Santiago each tapped singles.
Rothenberg stroked an RBI single
and Newton powered an RBI
double.

“That was a power hit with a
weird swing,” Shulman hollered
to Newton.

Surbrug beat out a suicide
squeeze to score a run and Booth
opened up with a RBI sacrifice fly
to center.

“That’s displaying power hit-
ting,” said Santiago.

St. Fran added one more run to

SURBRUG, SANTIAGO & RAGAN GLITTER ON ‘D’; ABRAM, LOBRACE, PATEREK 3 HITS EACH

St. Nicholas Men Rally in 7th, Fall Short to St. Francis, 9-5
its lead in the third when Dean
Talcott singled and scored on
Abram’s single.

In the top of the fourth, Nash
Warfield and LoBrace each
singled and Kaufman jarred an
RBI single after a “roughing the
passer,” collision at second to
break the seal to put St. Nicholas
on the board.

Awakened, the Fran boys
jumped into the lead, 8-1, in the
bottom of the inning. Ray
Gambino mashed a triple to right
and scored on Shulman’s single.
Santiago thudded an RBI single,
and Rothenberg followed with an
RBI sac fly. Newton and Surbrug
kept the line moving with re-
spective singles, and Booth split
the gap, scoring Newton with a
single. LoBrace executed a
beauty of a scoop, in time to get
the out at first to end the scoring.

“Don’t look at the reporter as if
he doesn’t have your name,”
muttered the smirking Shulman
after the play.

St. Nicholas managed to add a
run to their total in the fifth when
Paterek singled and crossed

home plate on Ragan’s single.
St. Francis equaled the output in
the bottom of the inning on
Abram’s RBI single.

Trailing, 9-2, the Nick gang an-
swered with a degree of volume
in the top of the seventh. Rich
Reich and Corey Woodring each
eked out singles respectively,
then danced home on Paterek’s
double to deep center. Ragan
marched to the dish and un-
leashed a single, scoring Paterek,
but Chupko craftily snagged a
come-backer, then tossed to first
to halt the final assault.

Paterek then eyed his reporter
and said, “Come on Fred, can
you give us some extra runs in
The Westfield Leader?”

Ah! Ah! Probitas Verus Honos!
After the game, Talcott and his

teammates presented Tom
McGall the “John ‘Frenchie’
Brouillard Le Playiere de le game,”
award for all of his softball hero-
ics. “I’m simply speechless,” said
an emotional McGall.
St. Nicholas 000 110 3 5
St. Francis 041 310 x 9


