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Willow Grove Schedules
Faith Fun Day For Kids

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
families to its Faith Fun Day on Tues-
day, September 3, beginning at 2
p.m. This event will be open to the
public for children preschool (age 3)
through fourth grade.

Adults and youth from the church
will lead activities for children in vari-
ous age groups, including drama,
crafts, games, cooking and music. The
Reverend Cynthia Cochran-Carney,
pastor, and other leaders will serve as
storytellers, engaging children in Bible
stories, including Jesus’ parables.
Youngsters will learn songs and prac-
tice playing songs on handbells.

Following the afternoon of activi-
ties from 2 to 5 p.m., families may
attend a short program featuring some
of the songs, skits and crafts from the
day. All will then be invited to stay for
a family-style dinner at 5:30 p.m.

The cost for Faith Fun Day is $5 per
child. Monetary donations for the din-
ner will be gratefully accepted. To

sign up, contact the church office at
(908) 232-5678 or
office@willowgrovechurch.org. The
Fall Welcome Sunday will be Septem-
ber 8, with a 10 a.m. worship service,
classes for all ages, nursery care and a
barbecue following worship.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is an active Christian congre-
gation committed to spiritual growth
for all ages, intergenerational friend-
ships and service to neighbors near
and far. All worship services and
events are open to the public.

The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, near
the south-side soccer field and
firehouse off South Martine Avenue.
For more information, visit
willowgrovechurch.org.

Cranford Rotary Golf Event
Aids Cerebral Palsy League

CRANFORD — One hundred
golfers teed it up at the Cranford
Rotary Golf Tournament on July 22
at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield, described as the most suc-
cessful event in the 23-year history of
the tournament.

ShopRite of Clark was the primary
Tournament Sponsor, helping to raise
$12,500 for the Cerebral Palsy League
Adult Services programs. Additional
funds raised at the outing will sup-
port Rotary scholarships and other
endeavors supported by the Cranford
Rotary Charitable Fund, Inc.

In addition to ShopRite of Clark,
there were 17 other major sponsors,
led by Two River Community Bank,
the Corporate Sponsor, and the Garlic
Rose Bistro, sponsor of the $100,000
Shootout. Ninety-five other organiza-
tions and individuals sponsored holes,
and there were 28 raffle prize donors.

Golf prizes were presented at the
banquet that evening, including to
Marc Ruderman for the low gross
score; Troy Isaksen and Beverly
Goldman for low net scores, and to 11
others for other low scores, closest to

the pin and longest drives. There also
was a putting contest and five golfers
shot for a hole-in-one to win $100,000.

The Cerebral Palsy League, Adult
Services programs are designed to
assist people with a wide range of
developmental disabilities. Adults
may receive training in basic voca-
tional, independent living and social
skills. These programs also provide
families and caregivers with time to
pursue their own interests.

The Cranford Rotary Charitable
Fund, Inc. was created in 1996 with a
focus on supporting education and to
support the many other charitable
efforts and projects of the Cranford
Rotary Club — locally, nationally
and internationally.

The Cranford Rotary Club meets
every Thursday at 7:45 a.m. at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Walnut Avenue. Any
businessperson or professional, ac-
tive or retired, is invited to attend a
meeting to learn more about the club.
For additional information, call Mem-
bership Chairman Mike Flynn at
(908) 272-2827.

ROTARY SUPPORT...The Cranford Rotary Club presents a check for $12,500
to the Cerebral Palsy League (CPL), a donation raised by the organization’s
recent golf tournament and given through the Cranford Rotary Charitable Fund.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Lou Brigando, associate director of CPL; Patty
Tekel, director of CPL; Richard Feder, president of Cranford Rotary, and Gene
Matics, treasurer of Cranford Rotary.

Annual ‘Walk/5K for Mom’
To Benefit HTIS Fund

WESTFIELD – The “Walk/5K
for Mom in Memory of Charlotte
Dursee,” a fixture of charitable giv-
ing in the community for 14 years,
will take place on Sunday, Sep-
tember 15, at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. This year the event will
have a new beneficiary — Holy
Trinity Interparochial School’s
“Bridge the Gap Fund.”

Scotch Plains resident Tim
Dursee and his family started the
“5K for Mom” event as a way to
honor his mother, Charlotte, after
she lost her battle with cancer at
age 53. The beneficiary of the race
has changed over the years, but
always has been an organization
that is important to the family.

The event will feature a 5K run,
a two-mile walk and a fun run for
younger children. Registration will
open at 8 a.m. on the day of the
event, with the fun run starting at 9
a.m., the 5K run at 9:15 a.m. and
the two-mile walk at 9:30 a.m. The
5K course will start and end in the
park, while the two-mile walk will
be entirely inside the park.

The entry fee for adults and chil-
dren who run in the 5K or walk in
the two-mile walk will be $25 be-
fore Sunday, September 1, and $30
thereafter, including on the morn-
ing of the race. The entry fee for
children who run in the fun run
will be $5. Those interested can
register at 5k4mom.com and pay

with a credit card, or they can pick
up a form at  Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, 336 First
Street, Westfield, and pay with cash
or check.

Participants are encouraged to
seek sponsors to support their par-
ticipation in the run. Sponsorship
forms can be downloaded from
5k4mom.com. All participants re-
ceive a T-shirt, and awards will be
given in various categories by gen-
der and age group. For those who
can not participate in the race, tax-
deductible donations to the fund
can be made through the race’s
website as well.

Holy Trinity Interparochial
School has campuses in Westfield
and Mountainside. The Bridge the
Gap Fund assists families at the
school who are in financial need
due to unforeseen circumstances.

LOVING LISTENERS...New Imagine Volunteer Facilitators prepare to begin
helping grieving children and adults. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row,
Michael Forgash, Westfield; Joellen Surace, Scotch Plains; Kellie Madden, Mahwah;
Susan Iliff, Scotch Plains; Andrea Kasich, Clifton; Connie Palmer, Scotch Plains;
Carmen McPherson, West Orange; MaryEllen Busardo, Westfield; Dennis
Newnham, Westfield; Sally Cohen-Alameno, Westfield; Clare Trelease, Union;
Elaine Manganello, Westfield, and Patty Costello, Totowa; middle row, Barbara
Infeld, Mahwah; Program Director Mandi Zucker, Westfield; Lucy Arbes, Spring-
field, and Leslie Lewis, Westfield; bottom row, Abigail Priece, Westfield; Corey
Wisler, Scotch Plains; Teresa Reitz, Dunellen, and Tamela Beene, Westfield.

Imagine Volunteers Begin
Role as ‘Loving Listeners’

WESTFIELD — Nineteen new
“loving listeners” graduated from
Imagine Volunteer Facilitator train-
ing, June 28 to July 1, at Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss, lo-
cated at the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield.

“Volunteer facilitators are the very
foundation of our program. It is in-
spiring to watch these courageous
men and women support grieving
children and adults, through their
ability to be present and listen. Each
volunteer gives over 100 hours of
their time each year,” said Program
Director Mandi Zucker of Westfield.

“According to the Independent
Sector the value of one hour of
volunteer time in New Jersey is
$25.91. That translates into
$2,072.80 invested back into Imag-
ine and the community on each
Night of Support at Imagine,” said
Executive Director and Founder
Mary Robinson. “The volunteers
tell us that Imagine has transformed
their lives in countless ways as well,
and that they ‘do’ Imagine at home
and at work and in the community,
listening better, and being more
compassionate and resilient them-
selves.”

“You hear about how the training is
life transforming, but until you expe-
rience it, you don’t really get it,”
added board member Dennis
Newnham of Westfield. “It was one
of the most powerful experiences of
my life.”

Imagine offers free, year-round

grief support groups for children ages
3 to 18 who have had a parent or
sibling die, and for families coping
with a loved one with a terminal or
chronic illness. Concurrent groups
are available for parents and guard-
ians, young adults ages 18 to 30, and
adults age 30 and up.

“The four-day training was a re-
markable experience,” said Sally
Cohen-Alameno of Westfield. “I
learned so much about being a good
listener, the power of compassionate
silence and support, and was awed by
the expertise of our leaders.

“I got involved with Imagine be-
cause I appreciated the inherent value
of this kind of grief support, which
wasn’t available when my husband
was killed in 2001,” she continued.
“My children were 5 and 2 at the
time, and would have benefited
greatly from Imagine. Through my
role as a hospitality volunteer and in
other ways, I had already seen the
‘magic’ that happens with Imagine,
and am now very excited to get started
as a facilitator.”

Support groups meet on weekday
nights for an hour and a half. Dinner
is provided prior to the group meet-
ing. To schedule an orientation for
oneself or one’s family, or for more
information, contact Imagine at (908)
264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

Imagine currently is recruiting vol-
unteers for its September 2013 train-
ing. For information on volunteering,
contact volunteer@imaginenj.org or
(908) 264-3100.

ECF Seeks Vendors
For Fall Bazaar

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation will
hold its Second Annual Fall Ven-
dor Bazaar Fundraiser on Satur-
day, September 21, from 10 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Train
Station.

Admission will be free to the
public. More than 40 vendors are
expected to participate in this event.
Anyone interested in being a ven-
dor is asked to contact Barbara at
barbara@emmanuelcancer.org or
(908) 322-4323, extension no. 17.
Space is limited. Proceeds will ben-
efit children with cancer.

FAITH AND FUN...Children of the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in
Scotch Plains look forward to Faith Fun Day, which will take place on Tuesday,
September 3, beginning at 2 p.m. Festivities will include activities for youngsters,
a special program for families and a family-style dinner.
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Fanwood Presby. Sets
‘Homecoming Sunday’

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at the corner
of Martine and La Grande Avenues,
will hold its “Homecoming Celebra-
tion Sunday” on September 8 with the
return to two services and festivities.

The traditional service will take
place at 9:30 a.m., featuring the Sanc-
tuary Choir singing Allitsen’s “The
Lord is My Light” and other music,
with Deborah Berdos playing the or-
gan and Tom Berdos on the piano.
The Reverend David Jahnke, pastor,
will preach in the church Sanctuary.

Refreshments, festivities and
games for the children will be avail-
able in Westminster Hall from 10:30
to 11:15 a.m. During this time, at-
tendees will hear about the opportu-
nities offered by the many commit-
tees and groups at the church.

The contemporary service will be
held in the Sanctuary at 11:15 a.m.,
with the Praise Ensemble playing.
Reverend Jahnke, Mr. Berdos, direc-
tor of music, and Christie Alston,
youth director, will lead this service.

For further information about the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the office at (908) 889-8891 or e-
mail admin@fanwoodpc.org, or visit
fanwoodpc.org.


