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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Runnel – A small channel or water-

course
2. Glack – A narrow mountain pass
3. Dagswain – A rough or coarse cover

for a bed
4. Rugose – Full of wrinkles or ridges

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAMP
1. Thick soup prepared from barley
2. Slanted; steep
3. Coarse meal of Indian corn
4. Topsoil

ULTION
1. Revenge
2. Playful; sportive
3. Renewal or restoration
4. A delay; a hindrance; an obstacle

SAPHROPHAGOUS
1. Excessively fond of salt; salt eating
2. Feeding on decaying organic matter
3. Nectar gathering, such as with honey

bees
4. Subsisting only on plants

ROIN
1. To discolor or blacken as if by

burning
2. Twining about; twisting
3. Ringworm; a skin disease caused by

a fungus
4. A scab

Westfield PlanningBoard Should End
Hearing, OK Stop & Shop

Should County Decide What Ads Are
OK On Paratransit Vans?

There Is No Excuse for Such A Low
Voter Turnout As Senate Primary

Union County News

Linda Carter, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board

Last year, the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Sandy left many Union County
residents with power outages, fallen
trees, and damaged property. Intense
storms like these have become more
frequent, and while we hope that we
will never experience another one
like Sandy, the National Weather Ser-
vice is forecasting an active hurri-
cane season this year.

With that in mind, there are three
ways in which you can help the Union
County community to make it safely
through the next storm.

One of the most important things
you can do is to stay informed in the
lead-up to an extreme weather event,
and follow the guidance of local
emergency officials. By being pre-
pared, you enable first responders to
focus more resources on life-threat-
ening situations.

You will automatically receive
warnings on your land line at home,
through the reverse-911 system. To
receive automatic alerts on your cell
phone and other mobile devices, join
the Union County First Alert system
by signing up online at
ucfirstalert.org.

When you receive an alert, be sure
to follow up with more details by
tuning to your local news reports on
television or radio, in print, or on the
Internet. You can also bookmark the
home page of the Union County
website, ucnj.org, where information
and updates specific to Union County
will be posted prominently.

Another way to help out is to keep
informed on the proper use of home
emergency equipment, specifically
generators. In the aftermath of Sandy,
a number of Union County residents

Residents Should Stay
Informed for Future Storms

were sickened by carbon monoxide
poisoning from improperly used gen-
erators, and the response to these
avoidable accidents drew emergency
resources away from other efforts. If
you are considering buying a genera-
tor, please follow the manufacturer’s
instructions carefully and be sure to
store fuel properly.

Lastly, if you are looking for ways
to lend a hand during emergencies, I
encourage you to join the Union
County Medical Reserve Corps
(MRC). This group of volunteers
comes from all walks of life with a
wide variety of skill sets including
clerical and administrative experi-
ence. A medical background is not
needed to join.

MRC is coordinated by profession-
als at the Union County Office of
Health Management. Among other
efforts, MRC volunteers were instru-
mental in providing safe, warm shel-
ter to hundreds of evacuees at the
Union County Regional Emergency
Shelter in Cranford in the aftermath
of Hurricane Sandy.

To learn more about MRC, contact
County MRC Coordinator Ella
Shaykevich at (908) 518-5631 or
mrc@ucnj.org. See njmrc.nj.gov

Over the past several years, we
have learned to expect the unexpected
when it comes to extreme weather
events, having gone from the floods
of Hurricane Irene to the October
snowstorm of 2011, to the high winds
of Sandy.

Each time, we have seen the Union
County community rise to the occa-
sion, and I have every confidence
that we will meet the next challenge
and make it safely through together.

I wish to comment upon the con-
tinuing saga of Stop & Shop’s appli-
cation to renovate and expand its Elm
Street facility. After all these months,
I hope that the planning board will
conclude these proceedings promptly
and approve the supermarket’s appli-
cation. Westfield deserves to have a
state-of-the-art and top-of-the-line

supermarket, which is what Stop &
Shop has proposed. The overcrowd-
ing at local area supermarkets, espe-
cially on weekends, provides ample
evidence of the need for this renova-
tion and expansion of Stop & Shop. It
will benefit the Town of Westfield.

Joe Aronds
Westfield

Union County wants to allow ad-
vertising on its Paratransit vans and
take a 50 percent cut of the gross
(Leader/Times, August 15, 2013), an
estimated $50,000 to $60,000 a year.
It also wants to consider, “what type
of advertising we would want versus
the advertising that we don’t want.”

The county says state casino rev-
enues that indirectly pay for van main-
tenance are falling, so it needs an-
other side deal, rather than use county
tax revenues directly. Once the ads
go up, even if residents find ads plas-

tered on vans to be one more form of
visual blight, it will be hard to go
back because the money is addicting.

The riders who depend on the vans
may find the wall of ads saps a little
more of their dignity. As for the kinds
of ads, when government gets in-
volved in calling the shots on “the
advertising that we don’t want,”
there’s a simpler description: censor-
ship.

Bill Howard
Westfield

Being a United States Senator is
not an insignificant job! Far from it!
Article I Section 3 of the United
States Constitution provides that the
Senate has “the sole power to try all
impeachments.”

Article I Section 7 provides that,
“All bills for raising revenue shall
originate in the House of Representa-
tives; but the Senate may propose or
concur with amendments as on other
bills.”

 Article II Section 2 states that the
President “by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate” may “make
treaties, provided two-thirds of the
Senators present concur, and he shall
nominate, and by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, shall ap-
point ambassadors, other public min-
isters and consuls, judges of the Su-
preme Court, and all other officers of
the Untied States, whose appoint-
ments are not herein otherwise pro-
vided for, and which shall be estab-
lished by law; but the Congress may
be law vest the appointment of such
inferior officers, as they think proper,
in the President alone, in the courts of
law, or in the heads of departments.”

 Article IV Section 1 states that,
“The Congress may by general laws
prescribe the manner in which” pub-
lic acts, records, and judicial pro-
ceedings of every other state shall be
“proved” so that these documents
may be given full faith and credit.

 Article IV Section 3 requires Con-
gressional approval for the admis-
sion of new states.

 Article V states that amending the
Constitution first requires the ap-
proval of two-thirds of the Senate
and the House of Representatives.

 Article II, Section 8 concerns the
heart of the responsibilities of a United
States Senator in the enumerated pow-
ers set forth for the Congress. “The
common defense and general wel-
fare.” Taxation, borrowing, regula-
tion of foreign and interstate com-
merce, naturalization, bankruptcy,
coinage, standards of weights and
measures, punishing counterfeiting,
post offices and postal roads, progress

of science and the useful arts, piracy
and felonies on the high seas, consti-
tuting tribunals inferior to the Su-
preme Court, declare war, raise and
support armies, the navy, the govern-
ment and regulation of military forces,
calling forth the militia, organizing,
arming, disciplining, and governing
the military, jurisdiction over Wash-
ington, D.C. and “to make all laws
which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution the fore-
going powers and all other powers
vested by this Constitution in the
governance of the United States, or in
any department or officer thereof.”
Implied in the enumerate powers is
the Congressional power of oversight
of the executive branch.

But apparently the voters in the
Democratic and Republican prima-
ries on August 13,2013 did not think
being a United States Senator is a
significant job! The Westfield Leader
reported that the statewide turnout
“one of the lowest turnouts for an
election on record…Locally turnout
was between 9 and 10 percent in
Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside, and Summit, and 8
percent in Garwood.”

Yet, when there are problems
among the first to be blamed are
United States Senators and as well
United States Representatives.

So many of our bravest and finest
gave their lives in so many foreign
wars that our beloved country can
have the constitutional system of de-
mocracy we enjoy.

 There simply can be no excuse for
such a low voter turnout! And espe-
cially now when very serious domes-
tic and foreign problems mount still
higher and cry out for solution! And
there never was! And there never
shall be!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Why I, Ira Geiger, Am A Candidate for Freeholder

Letters to the Editor

Beckerman Urges SP
Council to Pursue
Grant Application

I urge my colleagues on the Scotch
Plains Governing body to approve a
grant application to Union County,
which would begin the process of
placing Shady Rest on the State and
National Register of Historic Places
and establish a preservation plan to
stabilize the structure.

Shady Rest Golf Course is an im-
portant piece of our country’s his-
tory, and it happens to be located
right here in Scotch Plains. After years
of neglect, the clubhouse has fallen
into disrepair. I am urging my fellow
members on the Scotch Plains Coun-
cil to vote in favor of this application,
so that we can begin the process of
restoring and preserving Shady Rest.

The grant application that the
Scotch Plains Council will vote on at
Tuesday’s meeting will allow the town
to apply for listing on the State and
National Registry, to do a preserva-
tion plan, and stabilize the structure
to complete emergency repairs, and
allow a preservation plan to be com-
pleted so that long-term repairs can
be made. Also, once Shady Rest is
listed on the National Registry, the
property will become eligible for his-
toric preservation grants which cur-
rently it is not eligible for.

This is the first step in saving Shady
Rest. Once Shady Rest is placed on
the National Register of Historic
Places, it will ensure that the Shady
Rest Club House is preserved and
restored for generations to come, so
that they may learn of its importance
to our community.

The Shady Rest Golf and Country
Club in Scotch Plains has local, State,
and National significance as the first
African-American owned and oper-
ated country club in the United States.
It has added significance as the home
course of the first African-American
golf professional to play in a U.S.
Open, John Matthew Shippen. In
addition, it attracted jazz greats Duke
Ellington and Ella Fitzgerald who
performed there.

Councilman Lou Beckerman
Candidate for Council

In March as I was gathering signa-
tures to run for the office of Union
County Freeholder, a lady at the Sum-
mit GOP meeting informed me that
the the Board Union County Free-
holders was started in the 1700s, and
that we shouldn’t rely on them as
much now as we did back then; that’s
the reason our taxes are so high.

The board exists and someone has
to serve on it. But that doesn’t mean
that they shouldn’t be accountable to
the public or have a free hand in
distributing the money that’s avail-
able. Right now the Union County
board is all Democrats. Someone must
serve on the board to see what’s go-
ing on and report it back to the people.

America is not a one-party system,
neither is the state, and neither is
Union County. Union County needs
more balanced representation. Re-
publicans should have the chance to
have their voices heard on issues such

as road maintenance and parks. Right
now Union County’s roads are in
pretty poor shape. We advocate for
better road maintenance and repairs
rather than on free benefits for the
Democrat freeholders.

I spent five years in Maryland as a
special education teacher. When I
returned to New Jersey I taught in
various schools in Middlesex and
Union Counties. I live in Union, a
major center of trade and commerce
in the county. I’ve traveled Union
County’s roads, taught in its schools,
and met with its people. I understand
the vast amount of diversity our
county upholds. With our society si-
multaneously changing with the di-
versity makeup, I want to be a voice
for all the people in the county, not
just a select few like the current board.

In the Colonial times, the Dutch
and English were drawn to this area
because of its access to the sea and

the opportunities for trade. They de-
veloped the first colonial settlements
in this area because of its natural
beauty, vast abundance of fertile fields
and natural resources, and offer of
personal freedom.

Personal freedom is still a perti-
nent issue today and fair representa-
tion, even at the county level, is vital
to preserving that freedom. As the
Union County Freeholder candidate,
I will represent and listen to every
Union County resident; because the
current incumbents don’t do what
they say they’re going to really do.
My team, Marc Krauss, Mark Matini
and myself, will bring that change
and bring the change that is really
needed to Union County and make
this county one that we can truly be
proud of.

Ira Geiger
Freeholder Candidate

WHAT’S THE
VOLUME OF A

PUMPKIN?

If you’re a kid reading this, then
you’re already off to a good start on
education. To have fun, send us a
letter on how to do the above. We’ll
publish your answer.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Westfielder Is Awarded $8.50
In Class Action Lawsuit

A Westfield woman was notified that she could
claim her award of $8.50 from the class action
lawsuit just settled over red-light camera tickets in
New Jersey. She received a $120 ticket in Woodbridge
from a camera recording yellow-light traffic. The
$8.50 is ridiculous, she said, and the whole red-light
camera ticketing program is a money-grabbing scam
by local government and the companies that share in
the profits.

When asked if the red-light camera program will
change her behavior, most definitely she responded,
noting that she will stay in Westfield as much as
possible where it is safe (from camera tickets) and
avoid towns like Woodbridge, Union and Spring-
field.

There also is another class action lawsuit in New
Jersey over these camera tickets. The one just settled
affects half a million people, averaging about $100
per ticket — that’s a staggering $50 million. The
settlement giveback amounts to less than 10 percent
of the loot. Government is unlikely to voluntarily
end this distasteful program now that they’ve had the
taste of blood.

Will other towns be motivated to engage in this
dastardly tactic to fill their appetite for cash? We
hope not. Fortunately, there’s no talk of it in more

civilized towns such as Westfield and its other neigh-
bors.

All this has made us wonder. When traveling
normally on North Avenue and crossing over Central
Avenue in Westfield, would you ever be able to stop
to avoid a camera ticket when the light changes to
yellow? If someone else does, will they get rear-
ended? How would the situation change on a drizzly
evening or light snow cover?

Similarly, what would happen on Park Avenue and
Second Street in Scotch Plains? Or on South and
Martine Avenues in Fanwood?

Traveling 30 mph equates to 44 feet per second.
Given these numbers, you’re bound at sometime to
be flashed by a red-light camera.

American Traffic Solutions, one of two vendors
for red-light cameras in New Jersey, defended the
cameras, saying, “Red light safety cameras are de-
signed to change driver behavior and reduce the
number of collisions, injuries and fatalities resulting
from red-light running (source: NJ.com).

We think their bigger motive, along with the towns
employing the cameras, is nothing more than en-
hancing the bottom line. Call it for what it is. Wear-
ing the sheep’s clothing are wolves inside. Bring an
end to it.

More letters on pages 5, 13


