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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Whole-heartedly better.

Introducing HeartHealth, comprehensive 
cardiology services integrating the acclaimed 
services of RWJ Rahway with the world-class 
expertise and state-of-the-art resources of 
the Robert Wood Johnson Health System. 

From emergency services to advanced treatment, 
rehabilitation, diagnostics and preventative  
care, HeartHealth is a whole-heartedly better 
approach to care, dedicated to helping our 
community GET BETTER. STAY BETTER.

Electrophysiology � TAVR for aortic stenosis � Atrial fibrillation ablation 
Minimally invasive robotic surgery � Ventricular assist device � Heart transplantation

The Cardiovascular Center of Excellence at RWJ University Hospital
Renowned academic medicine and advanced heart care:

865 Stone St. � Rahway, NJ 
732.381.4200 � RWJHeartHealth.com

Christie Condionally Vetoes
Medical Marijuana for Kids

Stender: Christie Veto
Prolongs Child’s Suffering

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie on Friday conditionally ve-
toed legislation aimed at easing ac-
cess for sick children to New Jersey’s
medical marijuana program.

The Governor agreed with provi-
sion of the legislation that would lift
the three-strain cultivation limit on
authorized growers and make the
treatment available to children in ed-
ible form. The bill would provide
qualifying minors a wider variety of
treatment options under the state’s
program and empower parents to
make choices based on their own
reflections, study and physical con-
sultation to provide their children
appropriate treatment consistent with
their age and medical needs.

“As I have repeatedly noted, I be-
lieve that parents, and not govern-
ment regulators, are best suited to
decide how to care for their chil-
dren,” Governor Christie said in his
conditional approval of the bill. “Pro-
tection of our children remains my
utmost concern, and my heart goes
out to those children and their fami-
lies who are suffering with serious
illnesses. Today, I am making
commonsense recommendations to

this legislation to ensure sick chil-
dren receive the treatment their par-
ents prefer, while maintaining appro-
priate safeguards. I am calling on the
Legislature to reconvene quickly and
address these issues so that children
in need can get the treatment they
need.”

Governor Christie added that medi-
cal review and doctor sign-off before
entering the program should be main-
tained. A press release from his office
stated: “Media reports have
mischaracterized the current require-
ments and regulations. While a quali-
fying minor must be approved by
both a pediatrician and a psychiatrist,
no additional approvals are required
if either one of those physicians is
registered with the program. This ap-
proach is endorsed by the New Jersey
Chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics, and the Governor believes
it should remain in place.”

While the Governor said he be-
lieves that children should have ac-
cess to edible forms of medical mari-
juana, he made modifications to the
bill to ensure that these forms will
only be available to qualifying pa-
tients who are minors.

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains)
on Friday expressed “sadness and
frustration” at Governor Chris
Christie’s conditional veto of legisla-
tion she sponsored that would allow
minors with life-threatening and de-
bilitating illnesses to obtain relief
through New Jersey’s medical mari-
juana program.

Asw. Stender’s legislation (S-2842/
A-4241) would help children like two-
year old Vivian Wilson of Scotch Plains
whose family has been advocating for
the move because medical marijuana
is the only drug that provides relief for
the severe and rare form of epilepsy
she suffers from a condition known as
Dravet Syndrome, which anti-seizure
medicine does not control.

“Our number one priority is to pro-
vide relief from suffering children
like Vivian so we will take a close
look at the Governor’s proposed
changes to see if we can work with
them to still accomplish that goal,”
Asw. Stender said. “It’s unfortunate
that these families were forced to
wait nearly two months while this
legislation languished on the

Governor’s desk and now he is pro-
longing their suffering by telling them
they must wait even longer. The Gover-
nor was right on one thing, however,
when he said the issue is ‘not simple.’ The
Wilson’s every day lives are not simple.
Finding relief for their daughter is not
simple. And the Governor’s conditional
veto today makes their lives all that much
harder. What should be simple, however,
is for the Governor to put a child’s life
above his ambitions and sign this bill. In
the end, it could save her life,” Asw.
Strender said.

Concerned Citizens
To Hold Candidates

Forum September 12
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Con-

cerned Citizens of Union County is
sponsoring a Candidates’ Night on
Thursday, September 12, from 7 to 9
p.m., at the Scotch Hills Country
Club on Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains.

Concerned Citizens of Union
County is a “civic organization
organized by Union County resi-
dents interested in issues related
to Constitutionally-limited federal
government, fiscal responsibility,
freedom of personal choice and
personal responsibility,” accord-
ing to a press release from the
group.

Candidates for the United States
Senate seat for which the election
will be held Wednesday, October 16,
have been invited, as have all candi-
dates for the New Jersey State As-
sembly and State Senate for Legisla-
tive District 22 and the three candi-
dates of each party running for Union
County’s Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

As of this time, some of the candi-
dates for State Assembly and Senate
as well as the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders have accepted
the invitation. The group said they
expect that candidates would make a
statement regarding themselves and/
or their campaign, and that there
would be time for questions from the
floor.

Please contact
concernedcitizensofunioncounty@aol.com
or visit
concernedcitizensofunioncounty.com
for further information.

Pilot Error Ruled in Plane
Crash Involving Westfielders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A February 21
plane crash in Lake Placid, N.Y. in
which two Westfield men and a
Garwood resident survived, has been
blamed on pilot error, according to a
National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) report issued last week and
obtained by The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Their plane, a single-engine, 260-
horsepower Vans RV 10, piloted by
Frank Dombroski of Westfield,
crashed five miles north of Lake
Placid. Mr. Dombroski and Jeff
O’Connor of Garwood and Michael
Oster of Westfield had taken off from
Somerset Airport in Bedminster on
their way to Lake Placid airport for a
weekend ski trip, a one-and-a-half-
hour flight from New Jersey.

“The National Transportation
Safety Board determines the prob-
able cause(s) of this accident to be the
pilot’s improper in-flight planning

and decision making, which resulted
in attempted visual flight in night
instrument meteorological conditions
and subsequent impact with terrain,”
the NTSB concluded.

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Times earlier this year,
Mr. Dombroski said he made several
attempts to land at the airport. As he
was attempting to circle the airport in
darkness, the plane’s landing gear
clipped a branch of a tree, putting the
plane at a 90-degree angle. The nose
of the plane tipped toward the ground.

Mr. Dombroski told The Leader
and The Times he had attempted to
activate the airport’s runway lights
remotely by clicking his microphone
six times, but they did not go on.

“I decided to fly on the left side in
case the lights came on I could swing
around and circle and land. I was set
up to exit the area, I saw trees and I
pulled up and one of them [trees] got
a wheel,” Mr. Dombroski said.

The NTSB said in its report that
while the pilot reported having the
town in sight and estimated there was
a 2,000-foot ceiling, “radar data re-
vealed that the pilot had never be-
come established on the approach, at
no point was in position to land, and
was never closer than one mile north-
east of the airport before flying into
rising terrain.”

“No anomalies with airport light-
ing were discovered. Examination of
the approach procedure revealed the
GPS-A was not authorized for use at
night,” NTSB investigators said in
the report.

As the pilot was deciding if he
should climb into the overcast, try to
circle the airport, or try the lights
again, and thought his last heading
would keep him over lower terrain,
the plane drifted off course, accord-
ing to the NTSB. At the time of the
crash, visibility was two-and-a-half
miles with light snow and mist and a
1,400-foot overcast ceiling.

Following the crash, the impact of
which was broken by the tree tops, the
three men exited the aircraft, which
had sustained significant damage to
the fuselage, wing and tail and was
leaking fuel, and jumped into four feet
of snow and contacted authorities.

The men had to wait 10 hours in
the cold to be rescued, however, as
the coordinates they gave to the New
York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation were in a for-
mat not used by search teams, who
began searching in the wrong direc-
tion, according to published reports.

FEMA Tells Latest
Disaster Aid Numbers
STATE— The Federal Emergency

Management Agency (FEMA) has an-
nounced that disaster assistance to New
Jersey survivors of Superstorm Sandy
as of August 5 has totaled $5.5 billion.
Also, $3.5 billion in total National Flood
Insurance Program payments have been
made on claims to date;  $409.2 million
in FEMA grants disbursed for indi-
viduals and households, and  $810.5
million in Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) disaster loans approved.

School Security Task
Force Law Signed

TRENTON - Assembly Republi-
can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment on Gov. Christie’s signing of
legislation, A-3583, creating the
School Security Task Force that will
develop security guidelines for school
districts. Asm. Bramnick is a primary
sponsor of the legislation which he
introduced in 2008.

 “I commend the governor for sign-
ing this legislation that will help protect
our schools. The task force will be
comprised of members with a range of
expertise in school security. I am con-
fident they will offer solutions that will
prevent violence in our schools and
make New Jersey safer for our students
and faculty,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Six Independents File
For U.S. Senate Race
TRENTON — Six independent

candidates filed last week with the
state’s Division of Elections for the
special election for United States
Senate on Wednesday, October 16.

The candidates and their slogans
that appear on the ballot are: Robert
DePasquale of Butler, running under
the slogan, “No Amnesty Period;”
Eugene Martin Lavergne of West Long
Branch, “D-R Party;” Stuart Meissner
of Dumont, “Alimony Reform Now;”
Pablo Olivera of Newark, “Unity is
Strength;” Antonio Nico Sabas of
Irvington, “Freedom of Choice,” and
Edward C. Stackhouse, Jr. of Hamilton
Square, “Ed The Barber.”

They join Democrat nominee Cory
Booker, the mayor of Newark, and
Republican Steve Lonegan, who won
their respective primaries on August
13. All are running to fill the remain-
ing 15 months on the term of the late
Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)

PILOT ERROR... A February small plane crash in Lake Placid, N.Y., pictured
above, involving three Westfielders and a Garwood man, has been blamed on
pilot error by the National Transportation and Safety Board (NTSB). Please see
story at right.

Kraus: County Needs Freeholder Dists.
Freeholder Sullivan, while serving as a

chairman of Board Freeholders, said,
“Freeholder districts are for losers,” when
questioned by a Union County resident
about creating freeholder districts for di-
rect representation as opposed to the cur-
rent at-large representation in Union
County. You can watch his comment online
on You Tube.

Besides, his disrespectful tone in which
he answered, I thought it was an interest-
ing statement from an elected official
who claims to represent everyone, but
called all non-Democrats in the county
losers.

So which Freeholder represents you?
According to Freeholder Sullivan all nine
of them do. Do they really?

The current freeholders reside in the
following townships: Sullivan and (An-
gel) Estrada from Elizabeth, (Linda)
Carter of Plainfield, (Chris) Hudak of
Linden, (Al) Mirabella of Fanwood,
(Mohamed) Jalloh of Roselle, (Bette Jane)
Kowalski of Cranford, (Bruce) Bergen of
Springfield and (Vernell) Wright of
Union. The center of gravity for the all-
Democrat Board of Freeholder is the
eastern part of Union County.

The ironic part of the idea of Freehold
Districts is that 11 of the 21 municipali-
ties in Union County have representation
based on wards (districts). These 11 mu-
nicipalities comprise 72 percent of the
population of Union County. Are 387,562
Union County residents’ losers Mr.
Sullivan? The funny part is that Sullivan
and five of his fellow Democrat Free-
holders reside in municipalities that have
wards and each of them has voted for a
direct representative at the local level.
So, why not at the county level?

There are only four counties in New
Jersey that have nine-member board of
freeholders; Union (D), Atlantic (R),
Hudson (D), and Essex (D) Counties.
Neighboring Hudson County has nine
districts for a population of 634,000, a

100,000 more residents than Union
County. Our other neighbor Essex County
has five Districts and four at-large free-
holders with a population of 783,000
with 250,000 more residents than Union
County. Atlantic County has five dis-
tricts and four at-large freeholders for a
population of 275,000 with 250,000 less
residents than Union County. What is
also interesting to note about Atlantic,
Hudson and Essex Counties that they
each elect a county executive whereas the
Union County Freeholders appoint a
county manager, a party patronage posi-
tion.

Who gains and who loses if Union
County Freeholders are directed elected
from nine districts?

More than likely, based on current
voter registration demographics; 42 per-
cent are Democrats, 44 percent are unaf-
filiated and 15 percent are Republicans,
the Democrats would still hold the major-
ity on the board of freeholders, with one
or two districts going to the Republicans
and one or two districts possibly up for
grabs or even a third party entering mix.
What is created is a balanced directly
representative form of government in
Union County.

Union County residents would have
one freeholder representative, who actu-
ally lives in their district, to turn to.
Union County would only have to deal
with three districts each election cycle
instead of county wide freeholder at-
large elections. T

The winners in all of this are the resi-
dents of Union County. The real loser is
Sullivan for making such a lame state-
ment to a Union County resident.

[I,  along with my running mates, Philip
Martini and Ira Geiger], support free-
holder districts because we believe that
Union County has outgrown freeholders
elected at-large and it is time for balanced
representation on the Board of Freehold-
ers.

Marc A. Krauss
Candidate for Union County

Freeholder
Springfield

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


