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Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVIE IN THE PARK...Fanwood residents gather at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood to watch the movie, The Avengers, the last in the Free Summer Movie
Series sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation Commission.

GOOD DAY MATE...Monika, Michael and Maria Nemeth take in the sights on
the Grossglockner High Alpine Road in Austria while enjoying a copy of The
Westfield Leader.

ABOVE IT ALL...Eric Wigginton and Melissa Wigginton of Clark cling to a copy
of The Westfield Leader at the summit of Mt. Tallac, which is 9,739 feet high.  The
mountain is the highest point above Lake Tahoe.

NEWS WIRE...Ingrid McKinley of Westfield takes a moment to catch up on the local
news while zip lining at the 4 Eagle Ranch in Wolcott, Colo.  News travels fast in the
Rockies.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MARIJUANA PROTEST...Residents gather in downtown Scotch Plains to urge
Governor Chris Christie, who was in town for a visit, to sign the bill making it
easier for minors to participate in the medical marijuana program.

RVSA Discusses Litigation,
Garwood Trunk Line Issue

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
Board of Commissioners was told
at its July 18 meeting that a third-
party settlement, which would re-
solve risk to RVSA in the Passaic
River litigation, known as NJDEP
(New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection) vs. Occiden-
tal Chemical Corp., has been de-
layed by a proposed settlement with
four of the five original defendants
in the case.

Settlement of RVSA’s part in the
litigation is still stalled, awaiting
the state’s settlement with the other
primary defendants. The RVSA has
yet to hear definitively from the
attorneys for the Baymen’s Protec-
tive Association regarding the an-
ticipated removal of RVSA from
their case.

In other RVSA business, the
RVSA has decided to pursue a por-
tion of a $100 million allocation
made by New Jersey for develop-
ment of combined heat and power
plants, which was announced in
June. Of that amount, $30 million
is earmarked for wastewater and
water treatment plants. One of the
requirements of the program is that
the facilities must be capable of
running in an off-grid mode. RVSA
Executive Director James Meehan
said he thinks RVSA’s post-Hurri-
cane Sandy performance was a fac-
tor in creating this requirement.

An article from NJ Spotlight cites
several people saying that this re-
quirement increases costs for con-
trol systems, possibly making
projects not cost effective. The ar-
ticle also states that during Gover-
nor Chris Christie’s tenure more
than $800 million has been diverted
from clean energy projects to make
up for budgetary shortfalls.

During its experience with Sandy,
the RVSA discovered several items
in its systems, which should be im-
proved to help storm survivability
and/or performance. The Authority
is drafting proposals on seven or
eight projects and it is these projects
for which the RVSA is requesting

funding.
The Authority also continues

work to complete the permitting
process on its co-generation facil-
ity. A set of catalyst blocks has been
received to replace those damaged
during the testing process and are
to be installed shortly. These cata-
lysts work much like the catalytic
converter in a car to complete com-
bustion of relatively dangerous
products into safer byproducts.
Completion of this project should
allow completion of the air permit-
ting process and, in turn, allow the
public-private partnership (PPP) bid
process on co-generation operation
to move forward.

Also at the July meeting, a dis-
pute between RVSA and Garwood’s
borough engineer occurred. It re-
lates to a settlement that has oc-
curred on Third Avenue in Garwood.
According to a letter printed in the
meeting minutes, Donald
Guarriello, the borough engineer,
disputes the results of RVSA’s video
inspection of their trunk line in that
area, which found no evidence of
pipe damage. Mr. Guarriello claims
the settlement is approximately 12
feet in length, four to six feet wide,
and six to eight inches deep. The
letter indicates Garwood’s inten-
tion to repair the problem, because
it represents a safety hazard, and
submit a bill to RVSA.

A contract for architectural ser-
vices for $22,000 was awarded last
week to Joshua Zinder Architecture
and Design of Princeton for work on
modernization of the Authority’s Ad-
ministration Building.

needed from the Democrats as well
as the Republicans, and he felt the
Governor could make a difference,
which I feel he won’t make a differ-
ence. In fact I know he won’t make
a difference,” Asm. Green said.

Asm. Green said the Republicans
have done more damage to the mayor
“than anybody else in Scotch Plains.”

Councilman Vastine, the lone Re-
publican on the four-member town-
ship council, emphasized to The
Times in a phone interview that, “The
mayor endorsed the governor; the
governor did not endorse the mayor.”

He said when Mr. Glover first
moved to the township he was a
Republican and had attended a few
Republican Committee meetings,
but had “alienated everyone there so
he switched parties” and became a
Democrat, “and now he’s alienated
everyone there.”

Recently, Mr. Vastine said Mr.
Glover challenged Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains) for the chairman-
ship of the Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic Committee but lost.

“From my perspective, he’s basi-
cally endorsing Republicans in gen-
eral by endorsing the Governor,”
Mr. Vastine said. “But I don’t know
what his real motivation was, but he
got his 15 minutes.

“So in my opinion, this is all
about Kevin Glover. It’s not about
anything else,” Mr. Vastine said.

Councilman Mickey Marcus, a
Democrat,  commented that,
“Glover clearly has own agenda.”

Republican Township council
candidate Llewellyn Jones re-
sponded in an e-mail that, “The
Governor is winning the endorse-
ment of many Democrat mayors
across the state because he has
shown strong leadership in getting
things done and because people re-
alize he is right on the big issues of
the day. At the municipal level, prop-
erty taxes are by far the biggest
concern I hear from people, and
Governor Christie instituted the 2-
percent caps. Clearly, municipal
leaders need and want a partner in
Trenton who will work towards fur-
ther reforms on this issue,” Mr.
Jones said.

Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella, a Democrat, responded
in an e-mail, “When I learned on
Tuesday (August 13) that the Gov-
ernor was making a campaign stop
in Scotch Plains, I was foolishly
optimistic that he was coming to
Scotch Plains to sign Vivian’s bill,”
a reference to Vivian Wilson, a two-
and-a-half-year-old from Scotch
Plains who has Dravet Syndrome, a
severe form of epilepsy. The gover-
nor conditionally vetoed the bill on
Friday.

Democratic Councilman Louis
Beckerman had no comment on the
mayor’s endorsement when called
by The Times. The Times also sought
comments from Asw. Stender,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Union County Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella, a Fanwood resident. All
are Democrats.
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Glover Endorses Christie

to her. In the midst of the shouting
on the dais and in the audience, an
unidentified resident yelled loudly to
the council, “Shut the hell up!” Coun-
cilman Michael Marcus then pleaded
for order and asked Mrs. Glover to
stop speaking and end the discus-
sion. Another resident then spoke,
pointing at the council and telling the
five members, “You’re all loonies!”

In other, more civil, business at a
meeting that lasted more than three
hours, the council introduced an
ordinance setting out the penalties
for violating the recently-enacted
smoking ban at township parks and
facilities. A first offense would re-
sult in a fine between $50 and $100,
a second offense would result in a
fine between $100 and $200 and
community service and a third of-
fense would bring a fine of between
$20 and $500 along with commu-
nity service. The public hearing will
be held on Tuesday, September 17.

The council voted 4-to-1 to au-
thorize $66,655 in funding for the
Rahway Health Department for the
provision of health services this
year. Deputy Mayor Colleen

Gialanella voted against the resolu-
tion, saying she was not satisfied
with the way the Rahway Health
Department had performed, point-
ing specifically to an unannounced
mosquito-spraying that took place
in her neighborhood last Saturday
night. She said township officials
and affected residents were not in-
formed of the spraying in advance,
and said the spraying had posed a
potential health risk.

The council also approved a con-
tract not to exceed $55,000 for Duke
Multimedia Productions of Sparta
to operate Scotch Plains Television.
The council also voted against ap-
plying for a $140,000 matching
grant from Union County that would
have been used to install a water
spray park at Brookside Park. Mrs.
Gialanella was the lone backer of
the proposal, but the other four
council members felt the cost was
too high and, instead, agreed that
the $140,000 that the township
would have had to match should be
used to fund its share of the grants
related to the Scotch Hill Country
Club projects.
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Scotch Plains Council

FW, SP Emergency Radio
Station Launched

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
With the throw of a switch on Wednes-
day, the Township of Scotch Plains
and Borough of Fanwood launched a
shared emergency radio station broad-
casting on 530 AM The station, li-
censed by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC), will be an
additional communication resource,
complementing the borough’s and
township’s Office of Emergency Man-
agement  (OEM)  information ser-
vices including cable TV, reverse 911,
e-mail and websites. It is an auto-
mated station that will operate 24/7
with continuously looped messages,
similar to other local municipal or
highway advisory radio stations, pro-
viding local community information.

Mayor Colleen Mahr of Fanwood
and Mayor Kevin Glover of Scotch
Plains pointed to the massive and
lengthy power outages and disrup-

tions to telephone, television,
Internet and cell phone service re-
lated to Super Storm Sandy as rea-
sons to use any and all tools to com-
municate with residents. The station
is engineered with two backup power
sources and can be heard on  AM car
or home radio. The broadcast will be
streamed to the borough’s and
township’s websites making them
accessible on a smart phone, tablet
or computer.

The mayors concluded by ex-
pressing they are hopeful that their
communities never face the destruc-
tion of a storm such as Sandy again,
but should they, their professionals
will now have in their emergency
network of services 530 AM to keep
citizens safe and informed.

The radio station is physically lo-
cated at the Fanwood Rescue Squad
building on Watson Road in Fanwood.
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2017 and plans to purchase generators
for borough hall and the public works
building.

Councilman Huegel also announced
that Scotch Plains’ and Fanwood’s Fed-
eral Communications Commission
(FCC) -licensed, shared emergency ra-
dio station, 530 AM, is now opera-
tional. The automated station broad-
casts looping messages to advise citi-
zens of local conditions. The station
serves as an information source for
those who temporarily or permanently
lack access to electronic messages.

Additionally, a coordinating council
composed of members from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood has been partnering
on Fanwood’s Comcast Franchise Re-
newal. Fanwood’s 15-year Comcast
contract expires in July 2014. The towns
are considering sharing costs of mod-
ernizing equipment in order to further
integrate emergency and other pro-
gramming between them.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Con-
solidation Committee, a coalition spear-
headed by a group of citizens, has thus
far held four meetings to organize a
study on fully consolidating the two
towns. Councilman Molenaar, who at-
tends as a council representative, re-
ported “slow-going” progress ham-
pered by lack of staff, insurance and
government funding.

This fall, the Consolidation Com-
mittee hopes to publish a request for
proposals to estimate the costs of con-
ducting a consolidation study. After
receiving estimates, the committee can
begin to raise private funds for the
study.

In recreation news, Mayor Colleen

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
Mahr explained that Fanwood will ap-
ply for a Recreation Opportunities for
Individuals with Disabilities (ROID)
Grant from New Jersey’s Department
of Community Affairs. The grant would
assist expansion of recreational offer-
ings in baseball and soccer to special-
needs children.

Councilman Kevin Boris described
another application for the 2013 Union
County Kids’ Recreational Grant to
add park benches to Fanwood’s ice-
skating rink and to resurface the rink
with a permanent white material that
will reflect more light to accelerate
desirably icy conditions there.

He also reported that the Forest
Park running trail is ready for use,
and that the recreation department
has initiated a campaign to dissemi-
nate information and gather feed-
back about a proposed skateboard
park.

The council resolved to award a
contract for in-situ geochemical sta-
bilization (ISGS) to Innovative Envi-
ronmental Technologies. ISGS is a
process for reducing toxic compounds
in the water system by injecting per-
manganate-based chemicals below
surface to degrade and contain toxins
on contact. Mayor Mahr cautioned
Borough Engineer Dominic Carrino to
keep a close eye on the injections.

In other news, the council appointed
a new member, Ethel Paoletti, to the
Fanwood Communications Commit-
tee, which publishes The Fanwoodian.

Thelma Southers, longtime resident
and board of health member, was
awarded the August Volunteer-of-the-
Month plaque.

Ms. Dreikorn, of the Consolidation
Study Committee’s finance commit-
tee, said in order to send out bids for the
job they need an estimate of how much
the study would cost. Mr. Lange sug-
gested researching some foundations
to see if the committee could get a
grant. In that case, he said, “We would
need a grant writer.”

Ms. Saltzman said, “We need a cur-
rent status report and an estimate of
how much money consolidation would
save in the long run. In the short term,
we need to know how much money
implementation would cost. Are we
going to have a referendum?”

As far as hiring a consultant, Mr.
McCarthy said the state could give the
committee a list of consultants who
have worked on similar projects be-
fore, such as procurement laws and
service contracts. He suggested the
committee think about partnering with
New Jersey Institute of Technology or
Rutgers University to have the study
done.

“We should speak with one voice,”
Mr. Parisi said.

The committee decided to get a

Facebook account. Mr. McCarey, who
is a local attorney and a blogger for
Patch, suggested he would do the
postings on Facebook and maintain a
blog to keep citizens up to date with the
study. The committee agreed to have a
link on Patch and The Alternative Press
where the minutes could be accessed.
Committee members also agreed to
keep The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
up to date on the progress of the study.

Carol Kraus, a Fanwood resident,
said, “I have friends in both towns who
don’t know anything about the study.
There are a lot of questions, like in the
fire department, if we merge, will we
have to have paid firemen and rescue
squad rather than volunteer depart-
ments?”

“These are questions only a consult-
ant can answer, perhaps based on the
population of the town,” Mr. Parisi
said.

The committee agreed to meet on the
second Wednesday of each month. The
next meeting will be on September 11
at 7 p.m. in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education room in Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains.
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