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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
OPEN FOR BUSINESS...The Presbyterian Church in Westfield is getting a
facelift of sorts. The iconic steeple of the 140 Mountain Avenue at East Broad
Street building currently is ensconced in scaffolding and will be for two months
for repairs to the bell tower. Concurrent with the repairs is the prepping and
painting of the entire building that should be complete in October.

ABOVE IT ALL...Eric Wigginton and Melissa Wigginton of Clark cling to a copy
of The Westfield Leader at the summit of Mt. Tallac, which is 9,739 feet high.  The
mountain is the highest point above Lake Tahoe.

GOOD DAY, MATE...Monika, Michael and Maria Nemeth take in the sights on
the Grossglockner High Alpine Road in Austria while enjoying a copy of The
Westfield Leader.

Photo courtesy of Terry O’Connor
BIG FISH...Terry O’Connor of Westfield displays his catch while vacationing in
Maine recently with friends. The way Terry tells the story, it was the largest catch
of the day.

Photo courtesy of Marc Krauss
FREEHOLDER CANDIDATE...Marc Krauss of Springfield took to the phones
last Saturday with his helpers during the GOP Super Saturday. He was reaching
out to voters and urging them to vote for him for Freeholder in November.

NEWS WIRE...Ingrid McKinley of Westfield  takes a moment to catch up on the
local news while zip lining at the 4 Eagle Ranch in Wolcott, Colo.  News travels
fast in the Rockies.
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RVSA Discusses Litigation,
Garwood Trunk Line Issue

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board of
Commissioners was told at its July 18
meeting that a third-party settlement,
which would resolve risk to RVSA in
the Passaic River litigation, known as
NJDEP (New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection) vs. Occi-
dental Chemical Corp., has been de-
layed by a proposed settlement with
four of the five original defendants in
the case.

Settlement of RVSA’s part in the
litigation is still stalled, awaiting the
state’s settlement with the other pri-
mary defendants. The RVSA has yet to
hear definitively from the attorneys for
the Baymen’s Protective Association
regarding the anticipated removal of
RVSA from their case.

In other RVSA business, the RVSA
has decided to pursue a portion of a
$100 million allocation made by New
Jersey for development of combined
heat and power plants, which was
announced in June. Of that amount,
$30 million is earmarked for waste-
water and water treatment plants. One
of the requirements of the program is
that the facilities must be capable of
running in an off-grid mode. RVSA
Executive Director James Meehan said
he thinks RVSA’s post-Hurricane
Sandy performance was a factor in
creating this requirement.

An article from NJ Spotlight cites
several people saying that this require-
ment increases costs for control sys-
tems, possibly making projects not
cost effective. The article also states
that during Governor Chris Christie’s
tenure more than $800 million has
been diverted from clean energy
projects to make up for budgetary short-
falls.

During its experience with Sandy,
the RVSA discovered several items in
its systems, which should be improved
to help storm survivability and/or per-
formance. The Authority is drafting
proposals on seven or eight projects
and it is these projects for which the
RVSA is requesting funding.

The Authority also continues work
to complete the permitting process on
its co-generation facility. A set of cata-
lyst blocks has been received to replace
those damaged during the testing pro-

cess and are to be installed shortly.
These catalysts work much like the
catalytic converter in a car to complete
combustion of relatively dangerous
products into safer byproducts.
Completion of this project should al-
low completion of the air permitting
process and, in turn, allow the public-
private partnership (PPP) bid process
on co-generation operation to move
forward.

Also at the July meeting, a dispute
between RVSA and Garwood’s bor-
ough engineer occurred. It relates to a
settlement that has occurred on Third
Avenue in Garwood. According to a
letter printed in the meeting minutes,
Donald Guarriello, the borough engi-
neer, disputes the results of RVSA’s
video inspection of their trunk line in
that area, which found no evidence of
pipe damage. Mr. Guarriello claims the
settlement is approximately 12 feet in
length, four to six feet wide, and six to
eight inches deep. The letter indicates
Garwood’s intention to repair the prob-
lem, because it represents a safety haz-
ard, and submit a bill to RVSA.

A contract for architectural services
for $22,000 was awarded last week to
Joshua Zinder Architecture and De-
sign of Princeton for work on modern-
ization of the Authority’s Administra-
tion Building.

plied, “Since the Master Plan was
recently revised to be in compli-
ance with COAH (Council on Af-
fordable Housing), some of the
things on the books didn’t match
up. They will bring us into compli-
ance so the Master Plan can be
adopted according to code. The con-
tract is for $17,000 and change,” he
said.

Committeeman Kevin Campbell
said he was not in favor of doing
this, but said it is the township’s
obligation to the state and the court
system so he voted for it.

In other business, the committee
amended and revised an ordinance
which changes the speed limit on
Walnut Avenue from 35 m.p.h. from
North Avenue to Lincoln Avenue
and 25 m.p.h. from Lincoln to Lex-
ington Avenue to one speed limit of
25 m.p.h. for all of Walnut Avenue.

Resident Liz Sweeney asked for
an update on the Birchwood Av-
enue development. Township At-
torney Dan McCarthy said he would
prepare a schedule for Birchwood
updates.

Good Job,
Westfield DPW

Publisher’s Note
To: Jim Gildea (Westfield Town

Administrator),
Praise is due for a good job by the

Westfield Department of Public Works
(DPW) at the Westfield Train Station
this morning [Wednesday]. As I came
to work at 6 a.m., the crew was just
finishing cleaning up the northside train
station parking lot.

It looks very nice. Good job. Please
let the DPW guys know. Management
also used good planning.

I know you get more complaints
than praise. This time, praise is due.

It is this kind of activity that sepa-
rates the good towns from the less than
good. Thank you, Mr. Gildea.

In other news, the council ap-
proved several raffles for various
community organizations.

The council approved raffle ap-
plications from the PTA for a 50/50
off-premise draw raffle and three
on-premise draw raffles and a 50/
50 on-premise draw raffle.

The council next approved raffle
applications from Community Ac-
cess Unlimited (CAU), an organi-
zation dedicated to assisting people
with disabilities, at-risk youth and
people with affordable-housing
needs. A 50/50 off-premise draw
raffle and an on-premise draw
raffle were approved by the coun-
cil.

The council also approved raffle
applications from The Arc of Union
County, an organization dedicated
to supporting those with develop-
mental disabilities. A 50/50 on-
premise draw raffle and an on-
premise draw raffle were approved.

The council also approved the
appointment of volunteer firefighter
Catherine Cook.

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, September 3, at 8 p.m.,
at the Mountainside Borough Hall.
This meeting will be the council’s
regular work session.
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Fanwood Council Discusses
NJ Transit One-Seat Ride
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Matters of rail
transit, emergency planning, shared
services between Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, as well as public works
and recreation projects were dis-
cussed at the Fanwood Council’s
regular meeting Tuesday night.

Councilman Jack Molenaar re-
ported on his involvement with the
Raritan Valley Railroad Coalition
(RVRC), which has long been peti-
tioning NJ Transit (NJT) for “one-
seat,” transfer-free rides to New
York City on that line.

He said that NJT recently made an
independent announcement that one
seat rides would become available,

but only at off-peak hours. The an-
nouncement disappointed Council-
man Molenaar because direct trains at
off-peak hours do little to benefit daily
commuters. Commuters on the Raritan
Valley line represent over 10 percent
of NJT’s traffic to New York, Mr.
Molenaar said.

He went on to say that NJT is
under scrutiny for failing to abide
by its “Rail Operations Hurricane
Plan” during Hurricane Sandy. The
transit system lost approximately
$120 million through damage due
to its missteps. “I’m not real happy
with NJ Transit; I don’t think any-
one in the state should be…it’s a
reflection on the executive director
[James Weinstein,]” he declared.

www.goleader.com

GW BOE Hires New Staff,
Prepares for School Year

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Board
of Education met on Tuesday evening
to discuss programs and practices for
the coming school year.

Maintenance Supervisor Thomas
Spera told the board that the fresh
painting of the hallways and class-
rooms has been completed at a cost of
$13,000. He said the computer lab, all-
purpose room and the library will be
done by the end of the year. Mr. Spera
said the sprinkler system, the fire extin-
guishers and the elevator have all been
tested. He also said that three cameras
would be placed in the playground area
to watch student activity.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley said the summer recreation
program held at Lincoln School was
very successful. She said on very hot
days the children were able to come
inside and use the all-purpose room.
Ms. Quigley said she was looking
forward to using the MCREL state-
wide evaluation program for teach-
ers and principals. She further said
she was excited about the new Read-
ing Street program for kindergarten
through fifth grade.

“Once we hire our new teachers,
we’re ready to move on and have a
good year,” she said. The board voted
to hire former student teacher
Armando Gonzalez to be the music
teacher for kindergarten through
eighth grade. Denise Cafiero was
hired to teach the fifth grade and
Storey Dohner was hired to teach
first grade.

Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons commented, “I’m looking
forward to working with the Com-
mon Core standards for grades 6
through 8 and helping our students to
be the best they can be.”

BOE Finance Committee Chair-
woman Susan Groening said this year

the fee for middle-school sports will
be $40 and the fee for Stokes State
Forest will be $120.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to participate in a
shared-services contract with Union
County for printing and signage ser-
vices. The board also approved a
resolution to provide single health
coverage in the district benefits pro-
gram for employees not covered by
the established collective bargaining
agreement including custodians,
clerical employees, and aides/para-
professionals. The board further re-
solved that those employees will be
eligible to continue to purchase ex-
panded coverage for family mem-
bers in the district health plan at the
cost of 40 percent of the premium.

The board, in cooperation with the
Special Services Department, ap-
proved an application to establish a
full-year pre-school disabilities pro-
gram at Lincoln School.

budget and the current $3.237 million
bond. “Any increase to the bond is
simply unacceptable to me and would
add further insult to injury to our bor-
ough and its struggling taxpayers,” he
said.

Councilwoman Ann Palmer objected
to his statement and said, “This is not
what this meeting is supposed to be
about.”

Council members Lou Petruzzelli,
Palmer, Steven Blaufeder and William
Nierstedt voted for the resolution. Coun-
cilman Matthieu voted against it. Coun-
cil President Sara Todisco was not
present.

The next meeting of the mayor and
council will be Tuesday, August 27, at
7:15 p.m. in council chambers. The
workshop meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
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