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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rarely does a softball team
emerge as the tournament cham-
pion two consecutive years in a
row; however, the men of
Autoland blazed their way to the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League ‘B’ Division crown as they
crunched Five Guys, 16-9, in
Game 1 on August 5, and 13-2 in
Game 2 at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on August 6.

In Game 1, Autoland held a
comfortable cushion in the bot-
tom of the seventh, but Five
Guys rocked back hard with eight
runs in the eighth to trim the lead
to 12-9. Autoland answered with
four runs to win 16-9.

Dom Centanni led the Autoland
assault with two home runs and
three runs scored, and Jay

Everett splattered three hits and
three RBI.

Autoland cruised to its 13-2,
victory in Game 2 to finish off Five
Guys and claim the championship
for the second year in a row.

“It’s a lot of the same faces
back from the time we started;
that’s some 10 to 15 years ago,
along with some new additions
here and there. We all get along,
we have a great camaraderie
and the teamwork shows that.
We’re always having fun out there
and it comes out in our play.
Offensively, we’re pretty bal-
anced, we have a lot of young
guys with speed, guys that can
hit the power ball too, so having
the speed aspect with guys get-
ting on base with the power as-
pect really develops into good
offense.” said John Lyp.

All of Autoland’s crew emptied
their fuel tanks at the end of five
innings of play. Veteran pitcher
Dave Belford limited Five Guys to
one earned run on six hits. John
Hagy was the only ‘Guy’ to get a
double. Belford and Jay Everitt
helped the Autoland cause, going
3-for-3, including two doubles, a
single and two RBI each.

Automan Kyle Adams launched
a solo home run and banged a
double. Doug Delle Donne jolted
an RBI triple and singled, and
speedster Lyp finished 3-for-3,
including a double and two runs
scored. Centanni added a single
and an RBI double. Steve Barba
also had two singles and scored
two runs, while Josh Finkelstein
added two RBI singles, and Brian

CENTANNI 2 HRs IN GAME 1; ADAMS WHACKS HOMER, EVERITT KNOCKS 3 RBI IN GAME 2

Autoland Stuns 5 Guys, 13-2, Captures ‘B’ Division Crown
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