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Autistic Patrons Get Gift
Of Theater With SFT

DAY FOR CELEBRATION...Cutting the ribbon to open the Master Gardeners’
24th Annual Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale, pictured from left to right, are:
Roy Torrigiani, Kitchen and Bath designer at Home Depot-Garwood; Carol
Walczuk (partly hidden), president, Union County Master Gardeners; Cheryl
Good, manager of community relations and consumer affairs, Kings Food
Markets; Union County Freeholders Bruce Bergen and Bette Jane Kowalski;
Master Gardener T.J. Karns, chairwoman of grants and publicity; Karen Ensle,
department head, Rutgers Cooperative Extension, and Master Gardener Althea
Llewellyn, publicity committee.

Master Gardeners Celebrate
Barn Kitchen Installation

AREA — Launching their 24th
Annual Spring Garden Fair and
Plant Sale this past May and their
25th year as providers of commu-
nity gardening and land steward-
ship services, the Rutgers Master
Gardeners of Union County
(RMGUC) also celebrated the in-
stallation of a new kitchen in their
“Barn,” the building where they
weigh and prepare the produce that
they grow and donate to local food
pantries and soup kitchens.

During 2013, the Master Garden-
ers will hit a milestone of having
donated 20,000 pounds of vegetables,
fruit and herbs to help feed the hun-
gry in Union County. A new Barn
kitchen allows the donation process
to run more efficiently.

Cabinets, a sink and faucet for the
new kitchen, which replaced an older,
dilapidated facility, were made pos-
sible by a grant from Kings Food
Markets via its Act Against Hunger
initiative. Home Depot in Garwood
(HDG) donated the kitchen island,
painted the Barn’s interior walls and
installed everything – a task that took
more than three days to complete.

The installation team was comprised
of HDG’s Tom Wolfe, store manager;
Roy Torrigiani, Kitchen/Bath design
consultant; Robert Hurewitz, Depart-
ment Supervisor-Plumbing; Edwin
Alberts, Paint Associate, and Alex
Devine, Pack-Out Department.

The project was launched in May of
2012, when Master Gardener and
Grants Committee Chairwoman T.J.
Karns brainstormed the need for a

new Barn kitchen with colleague
Joanne Krueger, who manages both
the Spring Garden Fair and the Master
Gardeners’ Demonstration Gardens
located at Trailside in the Watchung
Reservation in Mountainside.

Ms. Karns discussed the need for a
new kitchen with Cheryl Good, man-
ager of Community Affairs and Con-
sumer Relations at Kings Food Mar-
kets, who liked the idea and asked for a
proposal, which Ms. Karns subse-
quently prepared. Through its grant
program supporting local volunteer
groups that help feed the hungry, Kings
awarded a $25,000 grant to be shared
by the Master Gardener programs in
the six New Jersey counties where Kings
Food Markets are located. A portion
was allocated for the new Barn kitchen,
along with garden plants and supplies.

Since the grant money did not cover
all kitchen materials and installation,
Ms. Karns called on Home Depot in
Garwood for additional help, receiv-
ing a positive response from Store
Manager Tom Wolfe.

The project was completed in time
for the Master Gardeners’ 24th Annual
Plant Sale and Fair, with the ribbon-
cutting ceremony held May 19. Ms.
Good, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Torrigiani
were invited to the ceremony.

RMGUC is headquartered as part
of the Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion in the county building located at
300 North Avenue, East, in Westfield.
For more information on the Master
Gardener program, call Judi LaGanga
at (908) 654-9854 or visit
mastergardeners-uc.org.

Celebration Singers to
Hold Auditions Aug. 20

CRANFORD — The Celebration
Singers Adult Choir will hold auditions
at the Cranford United Methodist
Church at the corners of Walnut and
Lincoln Avenues on Tuesday, August
20. Individuals are being sought to sing
the tenor and bass parts only. Auditions
will be held between 7 and 9 p.m. and
are by appointment only. Interested
persons are asked to e-mail
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com.

The Adult Choir welcomes singers
ages 18 and older of all experience
levels and of all vocal ranges to audi-
tion. The ability to read music is a
plus, but not a requirement as is prior
choral experience. Male part voices
are strongly encouraged to audition.
Rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings
from 8 to 10 p.m.

The Celebration Singers Youth
Choirs will be holding auditions on
Tuesday, September 3, between 5 and
7 p.m. at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church, and on Monday, Sep-
tember 9, at Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains between 5 and 7 p.m.
Auditions will be held by appoint-
ment only. Please e-mail
jeninotemusic@gmail.com to sched-
ule an audition.

The Children’s Choir ranges in age
from 9 to 13 years; the Middle C’s is
comprised of experienced choral
singers ages 13 and up (male changed
voices in 8th grade and up; female

voices 9th grade and up). The Youth
Choirs offer a place where children
and adolescents can learn and hone
musical skills, experience various
styles of music, and perform with a
wide range of ages. Rehearsals for
both Youth Choirs is Tuesday eve-
nings: the Children’s Choir is from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and the Middle C’s
is from 7:45 to 8:45 p.m.

Currently there are members repre-
senting eight different counties
throughout New Jersey, and also mem-
bers traveling from New York to sing
with the Celebration Singers. The
Celebration Singers perform many
musical genres from classical to Broad-
way, from pop and jazz to Gospel.
Started in 1938 as the ESSO Choris-
ters, The Celebration Singers have
had a varied 75-year history. High-
lights include singing at the World’s
Fair in 1962, at Chicago Symphony
Hall, the National Cathedral in Wash-
ington, D.C. and three times at
Carnegie Hall. They also toured Aus-
tria, Germany and Prague during the
summer of 2008, and England and
Scotland during the summer of 2011.
For its upcoming 75th anniversary,
the choir plans to tour Italy.

For more information, visit cel-
ebration-singers.org, e-mail
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com or
leave a phone message at (908) 241-
8200.

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Timee

RAHWAY — The lights, the mu-
sic and the story of a theater perfor-
mance can sweep many off their feet
for a night, allowing them to escape
to a different reality, even if only for
an hour. But for some, specifically
those living with autism, the inten-
sity of the show can be overwhelm-
ing. However, there is an option for
residents in Union County.

The Sensory Friendly Theater
(SFT) program at the Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) has
been giving the gift of the theater arts
to both children and adults living
with autism and other disabilities for
over a year now. With a judgment
free environment, the SFT allows
people with disabilities the opportu-
nity to really enjoy a play or concert
from start to finish without worry.

Started in June of 2012 by then-
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella of Fanwood and contin-
ued by current Chairwoman Linda
Carter of Plainfield, the SFT pro-
gram works with theater companies
that specialize in creating shows
around the needs of the handicapped
audience.

“This is an opportunity for [people]
to come together to enjoy a show in a
welcoming environment so that they
can have a good time,” Mr. Mirabella
said in a phone interview. Mr.
Mirabella focused on beginning this
initiative after realizing the opportu-
nities that could be explored for the
autistic population in Union County
within the arts. With programs al-
ready offered in the sports arena, Mr.
Mirabella believed theater could of-
fer a lot, as well. “It has been of the
most rewarding programs that I have
been able to participate in.” Since

June of 2012, there have been five
SFT shows and many more to come.

According to UCPAC Public Re-
lations Manager Danielle Rumsey,
performances run just 60 minutes
long and are scheduled for Sunday
afternoons, with tours of the the-
ater taking place prior to the perfor-
mance to ensure that each guest is
as comfortable as possible in the
environment. Theater companies
adjust their performances to include
softer lighting, a more consistent
level of sound and a condensed ver-
sion of the show. According to Ms.
Rumsey, the audience number is
limited so that there is more room
for families to spread out in the
theater and guests are allowed to
stand up and move about the theater
during the performances.

UCPAC modeled the SFT after the
performances at the Paper Mill Play-
house in Milburn, Ms. Rumsey said.
Companies and performers who have
participated in the UCPAC SFT pro-
gram include musician Tom Chapin,
Welcome to Ralph’s World and The-
ater Works USA.

And feedback from parents and
guests has only assured that the SFT
program is something that should
continue on for years to come.

“I hope this is something that gets
woven in to the fabric of the programs
that we offer to our residents of Union
County and I hope that it is something
that just comes very naturally,” Mr.
Mirabella said. “I hope people take
advantage of it and that people have a
good time when they come.”

Guests can get more information
about the Sensory Friendly Theater
program, the dates of upcoming per-
formances and ticket information on
the Union County Performing Arts
Center’s website at www.ucpac.org
or call (732) 499- 0441.

Verdict Bringing Reggae
Sound to Oak Ridge Aug. 21

CLARK – The Union County
Summer Arts Festival concert se-
ries continues its 53rd season of
music this Wednesday, August 21,
with a performance of Reggae and
other Caribbean music by Verdict.
The free concert begins at 7:30
p.m. in Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Verdict is a lively group that
plays music with Caribbean fla-
vor. Originally from Neptune, they
have been playing music together
since 1993, specializing in reggae,
soca and calypso. Verdict has de-
lighted audiences from the Stone
Pony in Asbury Park to Miami
Beach, San Juan and Trinidad –
and even to the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Modern Art. They are one
of the hottest bands in the area and
they return to Oak Ridge Park with
their personal blend of beach mu-
sic and popular tunes from Down
the Shore.

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with
personnel from Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension of Union County,
Runnells Specialized Hospital and
other staff to answer questions and
offer information about programs
and activities that are available to
Union County residents.

Lawn chairs, blankets and pic-
nic baskets are encouraged for at-
tendees. Refreshments will be
available from vendors, including
ice cream, cotton candy and snacks
from “The Ice Cream Man.” Pulled
pork, hamburgers and specialty hot
dogs wil l  be available from
“Marci’s Dog House,” winner of
Best Topping and Best Truck cat-
egories on the 2012 Munchmobile

tour of New Jersey.
The concluding free concert in

the 2013 Union County Summer
Arts Festival series will be on
Wednesday, August 28, when The
British Invasion Tribute will per-
form at Oak Ridge. A special Vet-
erans Appreciation Program will
take place at 7 p.m. before the
concert.

For rain information call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day
of the scheduled concert, or visit
the Union County website: ucnj.org

FIRST TIME EXHIBIT...The Essex Water Color Club, now entering its 82nd
year, is hosting its first ever exhibit of Associate members' watercolor paintings
at the Art at 1275 Studio and Gallery, located at 1275 Bloomfield Avenue,
Fairfield, Building 1, Unit 3. The exhibit will run from Tuesday, October 1 thru
Friday, November 1. A reception and awards presentation will be held Saturday,
October 5 from 5 to 8 p.m. A critique session will also be conducted by Ed Havas.
Refreshments will be served. For more information, call (973) 994-1597 or visit
www.ewcclub.com.  Pictured above is artist Clark Carroll’s "Boat House."

HELPING THE HOMELESS...Youth and adults from the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church recently traveled to the Broad Street Ministry in Philadelphia
for their summer mission trip. Pictured, from left to right, are: Josh Cochran-
Carney, the Reverend Cynthia Cochran-Carney, Tasha Segulin, Bill Segulin,
Oliver Joseph and Nikki Segulin.

Willow Grove Youth Group
Helps Fight Homelessness

WESTFIELD — On the Sunday of
July 28, four young people and two
adults from the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church drove to Philadel-
phia to Broad Street Ministry to as-
sist people who are homeless.

They joined two other youth groups
— Crossroads Methodist from
Ashburn, Va. and Trinity Lutheran
from Landsdale, Pa. — for a week of
serving, learning and growing in the
Youth Initiative program. The group
of 40 youth and adults traveled by
foot, bus, subway and train to volun-
teer and explore the realities of pov-
erty in a large urban setting.

The group rose early each day
and then traveled to different parts
of the city. The Reverend Cynthia
Cochran-Carney, Willow Grove’s
pastor, along with youth group
members Tasha and Nikki Segulin,
served on the Fishtown Team. They
worked at New Jerusalem Now, a
residential faith community in
Northern Philadelphia for people
recovering from drug and alcohol
addiction. Their team also worked
at Breaking Bread Community
Meal, serving dinner and providing
personal-care items to more than
300 homeless people at Broad Street
Ministry, located across from the
Kimmel Arts Center.

Adult youth group leader Bill
Segulin and youth Josh Cochran-
Carney and Oliver Joseph served on
the Mill Creek Team. Their sites in-

cluded weeding an urban garden,
Beacon Summer Day Arts Camp for
children, and the St. John’s Center for
Homeless Men noon lunch program.

“One of the most important les-
sons of the week was understanding
the call to ‘radical hospitality,’ as
Broad Street Ministry invites people
to eat together around tables, rather
than expecting people to wait in line
to be fed,” said Reverend Cochran-
Carney. “It is the difference between
feeding and dining, between charity
and community.” For more about
Broad Street Ministry, see
broadstreetministry.org.

The mission trip was partially
funded by proceeds from the Church
Rummage Sale held on June 1. The
church raised over $500 for the youth
group mission trip and $500 for the
hosting homeless families ministry
operated under Family Promise of
Union County. The congregation also
donated over 200 new pairs of men’s
socks that were distributed through
the clothes closet to guests at the com-
munity meal at Broad Street Ministry.

For more information about  Wil-
low Grove Church, call the church
office at (908) 232-5678 or visit
willowgrovechurch.org. The church
is located at 1961 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains, near the south-side
soccer field and firehouse off South
Martine Avenue.

David Johansen to Play
Crossroads Saturday
GARWOOD — David Johansen

of The New York Dolls returns to
Crossroads in Garwood this Satur-
day, August 17, to perform an electric
New York Dolls set as well as some of
his solo hits. Mr. Johansen began his
career in the late 1970s as the singer/
songwriter in the protopunk band.

Also known as “Buster Poindexter,”
Mr. Johansen is a singer/songwriter
known primarily for his career with
The New York Dolls and his pop hit
“Hot Hot Hot.” With musical styles
varying between rock, jazz, blues,
calypso and more, he has released an
equally varied set of songs and al-
bums. Mr. Johansen also performed
as part the house band for television’s
“Saturday Night Live.”

Opening for Mr. Johansen will be
Richie Scarlet. He has played guitar
and toured with Ace Frehley and Pe-
ter Criss from the legendary band
KISS, appearing on the solo albums
for Sebastian Bach, Alice Cooper and
touring with Mountain. Also appear-
ing are The Disconnects, Wax Darts
and DJ King of the Bop.

To buy  tickets, which are $25, visit
Facebook.com/CrossroadsNJ or Cross-
roads, 78 North Avenue in Garwood.

Extension Offers Class
On How to Trim Salt
COUNTY –  “Learn to Be Salt

Savvy,” a two-hour class to help county
residents lower their blood pressure
and trim their salt intake,  will be held
Thursday, August 22, from 7 to 9 p.m.,
at the Extension offices at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield.

A $5 materials fee will be collected
at the door and pre-registration is re-
quired by contacting Judi Laganga at
the Extension, (908) 654-9854, op-
tion 2, or jlaganga@ucnj.org.

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

424 St. Marks Avenue
Westfield

908-233-9094
Carolyn@carolynmusic.com

*Comprehensive music CLASSES for 4-6 year olds

*Private PIANO lessons for 5 year olds to adults

** New Offerings ** Classes & Seminars covering
ROCK, JAZZ & POPULAR music

Proud of our
55 years of teaching.

Continuing the tradition of KNOWLEDGEABLE
EDUCATORS, including the present 4 who have

a combined EXPERIENCE of 130 years.

Enrolling for the Fall

Deutscher Club
Plans Biergarten

CLARK — The Deutscher Club,
located at 787 Featherbed Lane in
Clark, will hold an authentic Ger-
man Biergarten on Friday, August
23, from 5:30 to 10 p.m. It will take
place rain or shine.

Open to the public, this event will
feature an American Classic Auto-
mobile Show. German and Ameri-
can food and beverages will be
available for purchase, along with
Deutscher Club shirts, hats, pins
and beer mugs. No outside food or
beverages, and no bicycles, skates,
skateboards, scooters or glass con-
tainers, will be permitted. No dogs
are allowed at any time.

Admission will be $2 per person.
The Deutscher Club can be reached
from Garden State Parkway Exit
135. For more information, call
(732) 574-8600 or visit
deutscherclub.us.

AREA — Educators and history
buffs alike can hear speaker Ron
Mishkin, a retired geologist with ex-
tensive experience as an underground
miner and geologist in zinc, copper
and iron mines, talk about “The Role
of Mining Throughout History and
Today.” This program, which will
include a PowerPoint presentation,
will be held this Saturday, August 17,
from 9 a.m. to noon at the Sterling
Hill Mining Museum and is eligible
for professional development credit.
The museum is located at 30 Plant
Street in Ogdensburg.

Mr. Mishkin will cover 300 years
of mining history. Participants will
have an opportunity to examine ore
specimens from New Jersey and other
mines. Mr. Mishkin will address all
facets of H-STEAM and discuss the
background of mines in America; the
importance of mining, including dur-
ing the war for independence, and the
many things found and used in every-
day life, such as zinc in tires.

The discussion also will include
how and where ore bodies were dis-
covered and developed; New Jersey
mining towns; key inventions; evolu-
tion of mining methods and technol-
ogy; differences between coal and
metal mines; environmental hazards
and accident statistics.

The innovative Thomas Edison mine
will be described, along with Edison’s

mining inventions and much more. Ad-
ditionally, Mr. Mishkin will relate some
of his personal experiences as a miner/
geologist in four mines.

Fees are $10 for adults and $8 for
senior adults age 60 and up. Attend-
ees are asked to arrive at the Museum
Gift Shop by 8:45 a.m. Complimen-
tary light refreshments will be avail-
able. For more details, visit
SterlingHill.org. To register, call (973)
663-1296 or send an e-mail to Mr.
Mishkin at utep@optonline.net.

Geologist to Discuss History
Of Mining This Saturday

Craig Anthony Long
Is Rutgers Law Grad
NEWARK– Craig Anthony Long

graduated from Rutgers School of
Law with a juris doctor degree on
May 24.

Craig graduated from Syracuse
University with a Bachelor of Fine
Arts in May, 2002 and is a 1998
graduate of Westfield High School

He is the son of Bruce and Paula
Long of Westfield.


