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Thomas Brehm Fringer and Ms. Gerilyn Rene Slicker

Thomas B. Fringer to Wed
Ms. Gerilyn R. Slicker

Maureen Brehm and Bob Fringer
of Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their son, Thomas Brehm
Fringer, to Ms. Gerilyn Rene Slicker,
daughter of Angel and Kevin Newell
of Laguna Niguel, Calif.

A 2006 graduate of Aliso Niguel
High School, Ms. Slicker received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociol-
ogy and History from the University
of California, San Diego, in 2010.
She also received a Master of Arts
degree in Sociology from The
George Washington University in

Washington D.C. in 2012. The bride-
to-be currently is a Teach for America
Corps member at the Acelero Learn-
ing Head Start Center in Las Vegas,
Nev.

Mr. Fringer is a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School. He received
a Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy
degree from The College of William
and Mary in 2010. He is a manager at
The Education Advisory Board, in
Washington D.C.

The couple plans to be married in
August of 2014, in San Diego.

Master Tree Stewards Post
Upcoming Training Session

COUNTY — The 4-H Master
Tree Stewards of Union County
has announced that it will hold its
2013 Tree Steward training pro-
gram beginning next month. Ses-
sions will be held on Wednesdays,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., for 13
weeks starting on September 11.
Aside from a materials fee of $25,
there is no charge for the sessions.

“The Master Tree Steward pro-
gram does a wonderful job of train-
ing ordinary citizens in tree con-
servation, and every year they pass
this knowledge along to thousands
of Union County school children,”
said Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter. “This is a valuable commu-
nity service and the Freeholder
Board is very proud to support
them.”

The 4-H Master Tree Stewards
of Union County is a volunteer
program run by the Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension, with the goal of
encouraging citizens to plant and
preserve urban trees.

No previous experience in con-
servation or teaching is needed to
become a Master Tree Steward.
Experts from Rutgers University
provide all the training needed.
The training sessions consist of a
series of guided nature walks in
local forests, supplemented by
classroom exercises.

The training takes place each
fall. In addition to other commu-
nity service projects, each spring
the Master Tree Stewards fan out
to elementary schools in Union
County, where they teach a one-

hour course on tree conservation
to fourth-grade students.

The classroom sessions will be
held in the Extension offices in the
County Services building, located
at 300 North Avenue, East, in
Westfield.

For an application or more infor-
mation, contact Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension of Union County 4-H
Agent James Nichnadowicz at the
Extension offices, (908) 654-9854,
or e-mail nichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

The Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion is supported in part by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. It offers a wide vari-
ety of programs and activities for
all ages. For more information, visit
the Extension online at ucnj.org/
rce.

Courtesy of 4-H Master Tree Stewards of Union County
BACK TO NATURE...Union County 4-H Master Tree Stewards-in-training take
a break during a session at Tillman Ravine in Stokes State Forest. The Master
Tree Stewards will train a new group of volunteers on Wednesdays, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., for 13 weeks starting on September 11. The classroom sessions will take
place at the Rutgers Cooperative Extension offices, located at 300 North Avenue,
East, in Westfield.

Hearing Screening Set
In Westfield Aug. 22

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department, in con-
junction with Overlook Medical Cen-
ter, will offer a free hearing screening
on Thursday, August 22. It will be
open to residents of Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Summit, New Providence, Roselle
Park and Westfield.

The screening will take place from
10 to 11:30 a.m. in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street, which
can be entered from East Broad Street.
Although this program will be free,
registration is required. To register,
call 1-(888) 247-9580.

NEW BEGINNING...Rabbi Joel Abraham helps some of the congregation’s
children join the groundbreaking ceremony for the future Scotch Plains home of
Temple Sholom. Pictured, from left to right, are: David Nieporent, Linda
Nieporent holding son Leo, Elana Nieporent, Rabbi Abraham and Ruth Sharlein.

Girls on the Run Program
Is Available In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The nationally-
acclaimed Girls on the Run (GOTR)
program, a positive youth develop-
ment program which combines an
interactive curriculum and running
to inspire self-respect and healthy
lifestyles in pre-teen girls, is avail-
able this fall for girls in third to fifth
grades.

Girls on Track (GOT) is geared for
girls from sixth to eighth grade and
deals with age-appropriate topics such
as eating disorders, Internet safety,
cyber-bullying and tobacco and al-
cohol use. These 10-week programs
follow a national curriculum focused
on building self-esteem and improv-
ing emotional and physical health
with training for a 3.1-mile (5K)
event. The program kicks off mid-
September.

GOTR will be available in Westfield
at the Roosevelt Intermediate School
Field on Mondays and Wednesdays
from 4 to 5:15 p.m., and Girls on
Track is available in Westfield at
Tamaques Park on Mondays from 4
to 5:15 p.m. and on Saturdays from
10 to 11:15 a.m.

Sydney Davis, executive director
of Girls on the Run NJ East, has been
involved with the organization for 13
years. Ms. Davis said, “The goal of
GOTR is that girls completing the
program are physically, mentally and
emotionally stronger and better pre-
pared to overcome the challenges
and pressures of adolescence and
beyond. I became involved with the
program long before my own daugh-
ters were old enough to participate,
and have seen first-hand the transfor-
mative impact this program can have
on young girls at a pivotal point in
their lives.”

The organization is delighted to be
starting a new site in Newark this fall
and looks to expand in all the current
counties of Morris, Union, Essex,
Mercer and Burlington. “Anyone who
is interested in starting a GOTR pro-
gram in their town should feel free to
contact me at
sydney@girlsontherunnj.org,” stated
Ms. Davis. “We are also always look-
ing for coaches and will provide train-
ing for the program – our coaches
come back year after year, excited
and motivated by what this program
can accomplish for young girls.”

Three 20-lesson curriculums teach
life skills through group processing,
running games and workouts. The

three-part curriculum is taught by
certified Girls on the Run® coaches
and includes understanding oneself,
valuing teamwork and understand-
ing how an individual connects with
and shapes the world at large.

More information about the pro-
gram can be found and online regis-
tration currently is available at the
GOTR website at girlsontherunnj.org/
. All program sites meet twice a week
for one hour and 15 minutes per
session. The program cost is $185
per girl and is available regardless of
family income. Please contact
info@girlsontherunnj.org to request
financial assistance. Session dates are
approximately September 10 to No-
vember 20. You also can follow GOTR
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
GOTRNJ or Twitter at GOTR_NJ.
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Temple Sholom Breaks
Ground on Future Home

SCOTCH PLAINS – Marking the
momentous next stage in a decade-
long search for a new home,
Fanwood’s Temple Sholom broke
ground at its future location in Scotch
Plains on Sunday, nearly 100 years
after the congregation’s 22 founders
first held Shabbat services in
Plainfield.

Rabbi Joel Abraham and Cantor
Darcie Sharlein led a dedication
prayer before they and others churned
the earth with steel shovels at 1925
Lake Avenue, a wooded five-acre plot
purchased in 2007. “Just as the time
our ancestors spent in the wilderness
made them appreciate the Promised
Land all the more, so do we at Temple
Sholom rejoice as the end of our
journey is in sight,” said Rabbi
Abraham, who became the Reform
congregation’s rabbi in July 1999.
“We look forward to celebrating in
our new home with all those who
have helped us in our journey and all
our new neighbors and friends.”

The congregation’s new home, an
8,900-square-foot building designed
by Brawer and Hauptman of Phila-
delphia, will take full advantage of
its new setting with windows large
and small, allowing congregants to
take in the surrounding woods and a
stream nearby as they pray.

“Green” and energy-efficient fea-
tures, such as a solar-ready roof and
electrical system for panels to be
installed, and Scotch Plains’ first
low-runoff permeable paved park-
ing lot, will decrease both the site’s
carbon footprint and its utility bills.
Inside, a number of movable parti-
tions will grant the building maxi-
mum flexibility, allowing spaces to
be easily rearranged for worship,
celebrations, religious school, meet-

ings and more.
Temple Sholom has held religious

services at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church since 2003 and religious
school at Union Catholic High School
since 2002, but its search for a new
home started even earlier, when the
congregation was located in Plainfield
but was struggling with declining
membership and an aging building.

In the summer of 2003, Temple
Sholom sold its building and migrated
to the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
— a gracious decision by the church
and, coincidentally, a late favor re-
turned – one of the founding families
of Temple Sholom had donated the
land for the church building.

Today, Temple Sholom is seeking
to complete its “Bonim,” or build-
ing, campaign to raise $2 million
toward construction. To date, it has
collected nearly $1.4 million, and
the fund-raising efforts continue to
push forward.

“We were lucky to find two places
to allow us to move into the area
while we figured out our next steps,”
said Past President and Bonim Cam-
paign Chairwoman Susan Sedwin.
“Our officers, our building, capital
campaign and finance committees
and congregants too numerous to
mention have worked long and dili-
gently to allow us to get to this
amazing point in time.”

“We look forward to continued
strength and growth as we begin our
next 100 years as a congregation dedi-
cated to each other and the Jewish
community at large as we build our
new home,” said Temple President
Sandra Nussenfeld. “We look for-
ward to opening our doors next year
to celebrate the New Year in our new
home.”

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce Law

Accredited Family Law Mediator

201 South Avenue

Westfield

654-8885

www.goleader.com

ROSH HASHONAH
Sept. 4-5
at The Westwood
438 North Avenue West
Garwood NJ

YOM KIPPUR
Sept. 13-14
at Westfield HS
550 Dorian Road
Westfield NJ

Open to the public.
Services in Hebrew & English.

For more info and to print out
a registration form, or to

register online, please visit: 
www.torahcenter.org 

908-789-5252
info@torahcenter.org


