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Christie Creates Unit to
Detect Pension Fraud

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie last week issued an execu-
tive order creating the Pension
Fraud and Abuse Unit. As part of
the state Treasury Department, the
Unit will detect pension and dis-
ability fraud and ineligibility, as
well as facilitate civil and criminal
prosecutions where appropriate.

The Unit will be headed by Jim
Scott, a former Internal Revenue
Service criminal investigator, who
will move from the Attorney
General’s Office, where he cur-
rently investigates public corrup-
tion and white-collar crime, to the
Treasury Department. Mr. Scott
will report to state Treasurer An-
drew Sidamon-Eristoff.

“We’ve taken historic, biparti-
san action to fix a broken public
pension system that would have
been insolvent in a matter of years
without bold intervention. This is
a serious and significant new step
to protect the integrity of the sys-
tem and guard every taxpayer dol-
lar and employee contribution from
fraud and abuse,” Governor
Christie said. “Siphoning of pen-
sion and disability benefits by fraud
or ineligibility hurts everyone, in-
cluding honest current and future
pensioners and, above all, New Jer-
sey taxpayers who support the sys-
tem and expect it to be fair and free
of fraud.”

Under Executive Order No.138,
the state treasurer will appoint and
assign investigators and other em-
ployees to the unit to investigate
public pension claims and pay-
ments, including disability pension
claims and claims of improper par-
ticipation in the retirement systems.

“Jim is one of the many smart,
methodical and thorough investi-
gative agents I had the pleasure to
work with as United States Attor-
ney. I expect good things from him.
He is extremely well-suited and
highly qualified for this important
role in my administration to protect
the pension and benefits system for
state employees and New Jersey
taxpayers,” the Governor said.

The Pension Fraud and Abuse
Unit will work closely and coordi-
nate with the Division of Pensions
and Benefits in the Treasury De-
partment and the Attorney
General’s Office and will also take
referrals from the Office of the

State Comptroller, under Matt
Boxer.

Those agencies, according to
Governor Christie’s executive or-
der, will “undertake investigations,
share information and resources,
develop strategies for curtailing
fraud and abuse, and identify cases
for civil and criminal prosecution.”
The Unit will recommend all civil
and criminal remedies available
under the law and petition the ap-
propriate boards as needed for de-
nial of a pension or disability ap-
plication or revocation of an im-
properly granted benefit.

The Pension Fraud and Abuse
Unit will also encourage the pub-
lic to report fraudulent pension and
benefit claims and payments. It
will maintain a website, mailing
address and toll-free number to
take reports from the public. The
Unit is also authorized to call upon
the expertise and assistance of all
state departments and agencies to
carry out its mission – including
the Department of Labor and
Workforce Development, Treasury,
Motor Vehicle Commission and
others.

Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean Jr. (R-21, Westfield) called
the Governor’s action “a vital
component to ensuring the recov-
ery and solvency of New Jersey’s
pension and benefits systems,
which are constantly under attack
by those who defraud and steal
from the people in the most despi-
cable way. Chris Christie has, once
again, demonstrated exemplary
leadership by putting trustworthy,
dogged and devoted officials in
the best positions to succeed in
protecting and serving the pub-
lic.”

Likewise, Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said the Governor is
“taking an important step to pre-
vent the abuse of taxpayer funds.
The Pension and Fraud Abuse Unit
will be a tremendous asset in root-
ing out fraudulent claims. Anyone
who is caught attempting to make
a deceitful claim for pension or
disability payments will face the
appropriate penalty.”

A NIGHT OUT...Scotch Plains Police Officer Brian Cheney and K9 Ollie,
Councilman Lou Beckerman and Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains) attended the township’s National Night Out event on August 6.

Beckerman: ‘Night Out’
Big Success in Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS — Township

Councilman Lou Beckerman ex-
pressed his thanks to all the Scotch
Plains residents for attending last
Tuesday’s National Night Out
(NNO)event in the Village Green.

“I was thrilled to see so many of our
neighbors come to the Village Green
and take part in the Night Out Activi-
ties,” Councilman Beckerman said.
“The goal of National Night out is to
bring a community together. After see-
ing so many smiling faces last night, I
know that Scotch Plains met that goal.”

Mr. Beckerman also thanked the
Scotch Plains Police Department, Fire
Department and Rescue Squad for all
they did to make the event “such an
overwhelming success.”

“I wanted to thank the members of the
Scotch Plains Police, Fire, and Rescue
Squad for their time and effort in putting
the event together. Without you, this
event wouldn’t be possible,” he said.

National Night Out began in 1984
as an effort to promote involvement in
crime prevention activities, police-
community partnerships, neighbor-
hood camaraderie and send a message
to criminals letting them know that
neighborhoods are organized and
fighting back. The National Night Out
program culminates annually on the
first Tuesday of August. It now in-
volves over 37 million people and
15,000 communities from all 50 states,
U.S. Territories, Canadian cities, and
military bases worldwide.
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Christie Picks Fernandez-Vina
For State’s High Court

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie has opted not to reappoint
New Jersey Supreme Court Justice
Helen Hoens in response to com-
ments from State Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), a mem-
ber of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, who indicated Democrats would
not move her re-nomination forward.

The committee is chaired by Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden).
The Governor appointed Camden
County Superior Court Assignment
Judge Faustino J. Fernandez-Vina to
replace Judge Hoens.

The Senate Judiciary Committee,
which is controlled by Democrats,
rejected two of the Governor nomi-
nees to the high court in 2012 --Bruce
Harris, the mayor Chatham Borough,
and Phil Kwon, who is now first
deputy general counsel with the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey.

“I thanked her (Judge Hoens) for her
seven years of outstanding service on
the New Jersey Supreme Court,” Gov-
ernor Christie said at a Statehouse news
conference, according to news reports.
“And I told her that I was sorry that
because of the conduct of people like
Ray Lesniak and others, that she was
not going to be able to serve if she so
chose until her retirement age at 70.”

The Governor described Judge
Fernandez-Vina as “smart, with com-
mon sense, who’s worked hard, been
confirmed twice by the Senate himself
and is leading one of the most compli-

cated vicinages to run in this state.”
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,

Jr. (R-21, Westfield)) said in selecting
Judge Fernandez-Vina the Governor
“has gone above and beyond his du-
ties to give this Senate the opportunity
to ignore politics and confirm the most
balanced and diverse slate of Justices
in state history.”

“Assignment Judge Fernandez-
Vina has an impressive track-record
that has earned him a pair of over-
whelming New Jersey Senate confir-
mations, appointment to the state
Superior Court by a Democratic gov-
ernor (Jim McGreevey) and resound-
ing praise from Chief Justice Stuart
Rabner. (Judge) Fernandez-Vina
brings diversity as a Hispanic man
who stands to be the only Supreme
Court Justice from South Jersey,” Sen.
Kean said.

He accused Senate Democrats of
denying “the people what they wanted
when they elected Gov. Christie: a
constitutional and unprejudiced state
Supreme Court that will interpret the
law and not create and uphold exces-
sive spending mandates that burden
our overtaxed residents. They must
end the political games that are hurt-
ing our people by holding an immedi-
ate confirmation hearing for Judge
Fernandez-Vina and overdue hearings
for supremely qualified nominees
(Monmouth County State Superior
Court Judge David) Bauman and
(Board of Public Utilities Chairman
David) Hanna.”

EARNING RESPECT... Scotch Plains Republican Township Council candidate
Llewellyn Jones, left, met with a Scotch Plains Special Olympics athlete during
the township’s National Night Out event on August.
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