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70 Years in Westfield
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WHS ALUMS... Past and future Westfield High School graduates gather for
their biannual vacation in the Outer Banks, N.C., and catch up on hometown
news with The Westfield Leader. Pictured, left to right, are: standing, Virginia
Kiselica Apostolacus (’80), of Coatesville, Pa.; Gregg Foster (’75) of East Greenville,
Pa.; Tom Kiselica (’76) of Westfield and Nancy Cox Van de Sande (’77), of
Elizabeth City, N.C., and seated, Rick Van de Sande (’76), of Elizabeth City, N.C.;
Lynn Blauvelt Siegel (’76), of Westfield; Brian De Cristofaro (2016) of Westfield;
Nancy Guididas Kinney (’78) of Mountainside and Brian Kinney (’75) of
Mountainside.

Courtesy of Glenn David Jones
ARGENTINA...While playing winter golf last week south of the equator, Bob
Cozzolina of Westfield mulls using his copy of The Westfield Leader to wipe the
mud off of his six iron after retrieving his ball from the water hazard.

Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
LEADER/TIMES READERS...Amanda Woloshen and Dave Glass were married
at St. Ann's Church in Kennebunkport, Me. on Sunday, July 28. Ms. Woloshen is
state director for U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance, while Mr. Glass is deputy chief of staff
for state Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Bob Martin.

FUTURE HOME...Renderings of Temple Sholom’s planned home at 1925 Lake
Avenue. A ceremonial groundbreaking at the five-acre site was held Sunday.
Construction was slated to begin August 12, 2013 and last seven to eight months.
The building, measuring 8,900 square feet, was designed by Bawer & Hauptman
of Philadelphia, with guidance from Temple Sholom Building Committee chairper-
sons Neil Sedwin, Jodye Darwin, Michael Teschner and Robert Raymar. Designed
to be “green” and energy efficient with features such as a “solar-ready” roof and
Scotch Plains’ first low-runoff permeable paved parking lot, the building will take
full advantage of its property with extensive windows overlooking the surrounding
woods and a nearby stream. Movable partitions will allow members to reconfigure
the space for worship, celebrations, classrooms and more.

A resolution also was considered
for a two-year contract with Rahway
Travel, a service the county uses for
extraditions of prisoners back to
Union County, to go on investiga-
tions, as well as to transport juveniles
held at the county’s juvenile deten-
tion center to locations in Texas and
Florida per a contract the county has
with the federal government, accord-
ing to Matthew DiRado, director of
administrative services. He said the
county gets reimbursed by the fed-
eral government.

Under the Rahway Travel contract,
the fee is $20 for a plane ticket and
$25 for a hotel room for housing an
expert witness. Mr. DiRado said the
county spent $4,400 over the past
two years with Rahway Travel.

The freeholders also are expected
to vote on August 22 to approve new
contracts with Policemen’s Benevo-
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Union County Freeholders

longstanding history of working to-
gether both informally and formally,”
Mayor Mahr said.

In light of the process to merge the
two towns’ police departments, a re-
cently formed group called the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Consolida-
tion Commission has been moving
forward in its efforts to officially com-
bine the two communities.

Mayor Glover said the efforts to
consolidate the police departments
and the municipalities are similar in
that they are both trying to find ways
to create better service at reduced
costs.

He said the Consolidation Com-
mission merits review and deserves
exploration. However, because the
townships already has a shared school
district, and school expenses repre-
sent almost 65 to 70 percent of mu-
nicipal taxes, he is now focused on
the police department merger, which
accounts for the next largest expense.

“Merging the towns, if it were done,
is a lengthy process. It’s an arduous
process. Ours, merging the police
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FW-SP Police Merger
departments, is an arduous process
too, but I think the timing is better. So
I think we’ll be able to deliver better
service and those cost savings to the
communities in a much more timely
fashion,” Mayor Glover said.

According to Mayor Mahr, the next
step in the police department merger
is drafting a fully vetted proposal and
delivering it to the communities.

“The public deserves a full com-
prehensive proposal so that any ques-
tions they have, we will be prepared
to answer them,” Ms. Mahr said. “It’s
taking longer than I think anyone
would have anticipated. But at the
same time, this is something that is
very unique and different.”

Mayor Glover added, “We’ve been
working very diligently and spend-
ing a significant amount of time try-
ing to work out details at a macro
level so that we can present to our
respective communities where we’re
going and what the benefits will be….
We’re going to continue those dia-
logues so that we have a united front
before we roll this out to the public.”

lent Association (PBA) Local 73A,
representing Union County Police
superior officers, and International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
(IBEW) Local 1158, representing
supervisory clerical staff in the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Mr. DiRado said the PBA 73A pro-
posed contract includes 2-percent
salary increases in 2013, 2014 and
2015, and healthcare concessions and
payroll deductions as agreed to by
other county collective bargaining
groups. He said under the agreement
with the IBEW, running from 2010
through 2015, union members will
receive no increase for 2010 and 2011,
a 1-percent increase for 2012, and 2-
percent raises in 2013, 2014 and 2015.
The same healthcare concessions and
payroll deductions also are included.

He said two other union contracts
may be on the August 22 agenda.

Crossing II, which will be a mixed-
use building that will also have a
large pedestrian plaza adjacent to it.
The building and plaza will be housed
on what was the former Commerce
Bank and Livingston-Wilbor Com-
pany sites. Ground breaking for this
project is expected in the fall.

“We understand that the upcoming
construction projects will cause some
confusion and inconvenience,” Mayor
Colleen Mahr said. “But when it’s all
finished, there will be a new and
enlarged parking lot for those living,
working and shopping downtown, a
new unique outdoor space for all to
use as well as additional retail stores
to shop in. I am confident that when
all is said and done, our downtown
will be more beautiful and user-
friendly than ever before.”
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Raritan Valley Coalition
Gets ‘One-Seat Ride’ Update

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SOMERVILLE — The Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) met
Monday morning at the Somerset
County Administration Building to
discuss updates on the “One Seat
Ride Campaign.” The meeting was
attended by elected officials, trans-
portation professionals and the pub-
lic.

The future of the one-seat ride
would provide Raritan Valley Line
commuters with direct commute into
Manhattan during peak hours of 7:30
to 8:30 a.m. without transferring in
Newark thus saving time.

In upcoming Spring 2014, the NJ
Transit (NJT) will have a pilot one-
seat ride during “off-peak hours” on
the Raritan Valley Line, according to
Nancy Snyder, NJT spokesperson.

Monday’s featured speakers were
AECOM Vice-President and Senior
Project Manager Ruby Sigel and Ban
Baer of Parson Brinckerhoff. They
presented the Federal Railroad Ad-

ministration (FRA) and its work on
NEC (Northeast Corridor) Future
along with Amtrak’s Gateway Tun-
nel project, which is aimed at in-
creasing commuter train capacity
from New Jersey into New York.

Since February 2012, FRA has fo-
cused on its initiation of improving
rail service with a long-term goal for
2040, according to a Raritan Valley
Coalition report. The NEC Future
Study area covers the Northeast Cor-
ridor and existing and connecting rail
corridors along major studies, ac-
cording to its program overview.

“We want to make sure that we
make the best presentation and have
a chance. We can not show up to one
meeting and expect to get everything.
This is a crusade, not a single battle,”
said Peter Palmer, RVRC Chairman
and chairman of the Somerset County
Freeholders Board.

Back in October 2010, Governor
Chris Christie cancelled the Access
to Region’s Core (ARC), a commuter
rail project that would have increased
riding capacity between Secaucus and
Manhattan. Gov. Christie said that he
could not put that financial burden on
New Jersey residents; the project
spent $600 million before it was fi-
nally scraped.

As previously reported by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, there
are 23 time slots used during peak
hours for morning commutes to ride
into New York City.

“Now is not the time to take our
foot off the gas pedal,” said Tom
Jardim, RVRC vice-chairman and a
former Westfield mayor.

However, diesel trains cannot op-
erate in the rail tunnels which re-
quires electric-powered locomotives,
according to Ken Weeden, Coalition
staff person and Somerset County
planner. The new locomotive manu-
factured by Canadian-based Bom-
bardier locomotive, has dual-mode
of diesel and electric. NJT bought 26
in 2008 to replace the current used
diesel locomotives.

“NJT is continuing to study the
logistics of the one-seat and its chal-
lenges with lack of rail during peak
hours,” Mr. Snyder said.

Scotch Plains Rec. Comm.
Talks of Scotch Hills Future
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission met last Monday evening
to discuss many agenda items in-
cluding how to proceed to make
necessary upgrades to the Scotch
Hills Country Club Clubhouse
building. Ray Poerio, director of
Parks and Recreation, stated that he
had wanted to move forward on
applying for a county grant to help
with repairs to the building but that
the historical grant application was
due in July. He noted that members
of the commission and other town-
ship groups were “at a crossroads
as to what to do with the building.”

A lengthy discussion was then
held among commission members
and council liaison Colleen
Gialanella, who all agreed that the
history of the building needed to be
preserved but disagreed on how to
move forward. Mr. Poerio stated
that he wanted to move forward
with a feasibility study and engi-
neering study of the building and
not go the route of applying for the
site to be recognized as an official
historical landmark, noting that do-
ing so would “drive up prices of
materials for the project.” He also
said there had already been so many
updates to the building over the
years that he was not sure if the
building would qualify. He wanted
to fund the studies through a capital
bond ordinance.

Councilwoman Gialanella stated
that she wanted to have the building
registered as an official historical
site to ensure the building would not
be sold or torn down in the future.

Commission Vice-Chairman
Mike Dempsey stated, “I have of-
ten looked at the building and
thought we have waited too long. I
have always wanted to see a senior
center there. I do think we have a
responsibility to do something to
honor John Shippen.” Mr. Dempsey
noted that Mr. Shippen was the first
American-born golf professional in
America to play in the U.S. Open
and caretaker to the original golf
and country club. “I think we should
rename the renovated building in
Mr. Shippen’s honor. The facility is
in sad shape.”

According to previously written
articles, Mr. Shippen was recorded
as the first American-born as well
as the first African-American player
in the 1896 U.S. Open at Long
Island’s Shinnecock Hills Golf
Club. He accomplished this despite
a threatened boycott of the tourna-
ment. He was recorded as coming
in fifth place and then served as the
Shady Rest Golf Club’s golf pro-
fessional and groundskeeper from
1931 until his retirement in 1960.

The Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs dates
the building back to the mid 1700s,
when it was a farmhouse; it then
was a tavern until 1900, when the
Westfield Golf Club turned it and

the surrounding farmland into a golf
course.

It was noted that the Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will sponsor a screening
of a documentary film about Mr.
Shippen and the Shady Rest Golf
and Country Club on Wednesday,
August 21, at 7:30 p.m. Open to the
public, the screening will take place
at Scotch Hills. The Society would
like to preserve the historic build-
ing, which served as a country club
and welcomed such entertainers as
Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald,
Cab Calloway, Count Basie and
Sarah Vaughan.

Present at the meeting was Silvia
Gates, who was a relative of mem-
bers of the Progressive Realty Com-
pany who sold the old Farmhouse
Tavern to establish Shady Rest. She
stated that she could help secure
corporate sponsorship to preserve
the building.

In other business, representative
Brian Gates, from MRC Gametime,
did a presentation for members of
the commission on equipment to put
in a spray park in Brookside Park for
as early as next April. He noted that
a spray water park component adds
“therapeutic value,” to existing play-
ground equipment. He did a slide
show presentation on different equip-
ment that could be installed as well
as shading stations. It was noted that
if approved, this “water portion” of
the park could be used in the
recreation’s camp program as an
additional “camp station.”

Mr. Gates noted that like the play-
ground equipment installed at
Brookside Park in the 1990s, this
new equipment would be wheel-
chair accessible. He also said his
company just installed a spray park
in neighboring Roselle Park.

Members of the commission then
addressed the recent concerns of
local parents that some playground
pieces at the county-owned Ponde-
rosa Park on Cooper Road were
“too hot.”

Mr. Gates stated that on exces-
sively hot days when temperatures
exceed 95 degrees, plastic play-
ground equipment would ordinarily
measure approximately 40 degrees
hotter.

Members discussed shading op-
tions or even the possibility of clos-
ing the park on heat-wave days.
However, members were hesitant
of closing, noting that the spray
park is typically used by many as a
means to cool off.

Finally, in other business, it was
noted that registration for the win-
ter basketball league is scheduled
to begin on Thursday, September
5.. This league will begin in No-
vember and will run until March. It
is open to boys and girls from grades
3 through 8.

Because of the late hour, some
items on the agenda were carried
over until the next recreation com-
mission meeting, which will be held
in September.

in Secaucus, Mr. Lonegan said, “We
are going to throw away the cam-
paign handbooks. We’re going to
shred the pollsters’ memos, the strat-
egists’ memos... We’re not going to
capitulate to pollsters and pundits
and to an elite corps of talking heads
in the media. We know what we be-
lieve in; we’re going to say what we
believe, and when we go to Washing-
ton, D.C. we’re going to do what we
say.”

Of his opponent, Mr. Booker, he
said, “Mayor Cory Booker has an
advantage. He’s been anointed by
Hollywood... But to the Hollywood
elite that have anointed Cory Booker
the next U.S. senator — the third U.S.
senator from California — you are
nothing more than another rating
point in the Nielsen ratings. No, that’s
not what your senator’s for. Your sena-
tor is here to fight for you for New
Jersey, for your individual liberty.”

Mr. Booker shot back, saying, “I
will match his (Mr. Lonegan’s) nega-
tive attacks with positive vision.” “If
he puts up his fists, I’m going to
extend a hand. He wants to be a flame
thrower, I want to be a bridge builder.”

Mr. Booker has served as mayor of
New Jersey’s largest city since July
of 2006. He was reelected in 2010.

He was a city councilman from 1998
to 2002 and ran unsuccessfully for
mayor against then Mayor Sharp
James in a nasty campaign in 2002.

Among the campaign issues for
Mr. Booker are creating “21st-cen-
tury” manufacturing and exports, fos-
tering job growth and innovation,
and ending child poverty as part of an
effort to strengthen America’s com-
petitiveness.

Mr. Lonegan, who served 12 years
as mayor of Bogota from 1996 to
2008, most recently was state direc-
tor for the New Jersey chapter of
Americans for Prosperity, a national
organization focused on conserva-
tive and libertarian causes. He ran for
governor in the 2006 and 2009 gu-
bernatorial GOP Primaries.

Mr. Lonegan’s campaign platform
includes repealing the federal Af-
fordable Care Act, referred to as
ObamaCare, and ending the National
Security Agency’s (NSA) surveil-
lance of Americans’ cell-phone data.
He has promised filibusters, saying
he would not support any increase to
the federal government debt ceiling
and has vowed to oppose any new
taxes. He also wants to replace gov-
ernment job creation with private-
sector job growth.
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