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County Mulls Ad Sales on Vans,
Switching Phones to Digital

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Last Thursday, the
Union County Freeholders consid-
ered placing advertising on Union
County Paratransit vehicles and
switching phone service to “Voice
Over IP.” The county projected to
save $3,900 a month from switching
the phone service from Verizon to
Optimum Lightpath. The change
would move phones from landlines
to a digital system.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
is expected to vote on the four-year
contract at its Thursday, August 22
meeting. Optimum will be paid
$2,700 per month, amounting to
$32,400 per year. The county cur-
rently pays Verizon $7,000 per month,
amounting to $84,000 per year, for
its landlines.

Cheron Roundtree, the county’s
deputy director of parks and commu-
nity renewal, said the current 30
landlines for county buildings will be
reduced to 10 as the county converts
to the new system, a process which is
expected to take several years.

She said the conversion is part of
the first phase of what will be a three-
phase process. Ms. Roundtree said
the second phase is expected to begin
around September or October.

“At one point we needed to have
more lines, but with the new technol-
ogy, like the Voice Over IP, we’ve
realized that we can save the county
overall by reducing the number of
lines,” Ms. Roundtree told the board.
In addition to saving money by hav-
ing less land lines, she said the county
will save money by not needing to
make as many long-distance calls.

In other business, the freeholders
considered a request from the De-
partment of Human Services to place
advertising on Union County
Paratransit vehicles. Under the pro-
posed two-year contract with Gate-
way Outdoor Advertising of Long
Valley, the county would garner 50
percent of gross advertising revenue,
which county officials hope to dedi-
cate to the maintenance of Paratransit
vehicles.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo said the county went out for a
bid for a vendor a few years ago to
generate advertising for the vehicles
but did not receive any proposals.

“We tried this because it was one of
the things we were looking at to try
and boost alternative revenue because
of the casino revenues dropping and
the county having had to contribute
more county tax dollars to this,” he
said. Funds from the state’s Casino
Revenue Fund are distributed to coun-
ties to fund Paratransit programs
which transport senior citizens and
the disabled. Those funds have been
on the decline the last few years.

Mr. Guzzo said Middlesex County
generated $50,000 to $60,000 in rev-
enue the first year it started selling
ads for its Paratransit vehicles. He
said the county might want to con-
sider “what type of advertising we
would want versus the advertising
that we don’t want.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan suggested
the county look into the type of ad-
vertising Middlesex County is get-
ting for its vehicles.

Fanwood, Scotch Plains Continue
Talks on Merging Police Depts.
By JULIA QUELLER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Discussions are con-
tinuing behind the scenes between
Scotch Plains and Fanwood as the
two towns seek to merge their two
police departments.

According to Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, the joint police de-
partment committee comprised of the
mayors, town councils, labor attor-
neys, municipal attorneys and chief
financial officers for each town pro-
posed its recommendations for the
police merger to the governing bod-
ies of both towns in an executive
session held in late June.

 “That’s what this whole thing is: a
recommendation based on the
committee’s work. And we definitely

still have some work to do because at
the end of the day, our goal is to have
a police department that never com-
promises public safety,” Mayor Mahr
said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover
said the talks have been constructive.

“We are continuing to move for-
ward addressing issues that pertain to
putting these two groups together in
a way that will certainly keep our
communities safer and operate more
cost-efficiently,” Mayor Glover said.

The merger of the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood police departments has
been in the works for many years.

Mayor Glover acknowledged that
the process has taken longer than
residents may have anticipated, but
said he is confident it is moving in the

right direction.
In reference to an estimated date

for final contracts to be set in place,
Mayor Glover said, “I don’t want to
get ahead of myself making promises
that I can’t meet, but I think we have
a very talented group of profession-
als representing both communities.
We have one goal: to get this done
right the first time.”

Both mayors cited the logistical
details associated with the merger as
the primary cause for the lengthy
process and indefinite end date.

 “It’s the old adage, ‘the devil is in
the details,’ because I don’t believe
that anyone is opposed to trying to be
innovative when it comes to creating
our own local property tax relief,”
Mayor Mahr said.

A study conducted in 2009 indi-
cated that, over time, both munici-
palities could save millions of dollars
by merging the two police depart-
ments.

 “I don’t expect to come out of the
box with millions of dollars of sav-
ings. It’s something that we’ll mea-
sure over years - one year, five years,
10 years. And I think the savings will
probably be quite significant,” Mayor
Glover said.

Mayor Glover continued, “The
merger will create a department that
will provide service that is better than
the outstanding service that exists
today. So if I can get even better
service for less money, to me it’s just
a logical win-win move.”

Mayor Mahr said the numbers are
currently being crunched to deter-
mine the exact savings projected for
property taxpayers over the next few
years.

Both mayors stressed that a police
department merger would create bet-
ter coverage for both communities,
however, according to Mayor Glover,
the location for the joint police de-
partment has not been officially de-
termined yet.

Another aspect of the merger that
has yet to be finalized is the effect on
the departments’ personnel.

“The one thing I’m encouraged by
is that both (Scotch Plains and
Fanwood) chiefs of police are ex-
tremely talented individuals and they
have years of valued service that
they’ve given to our community to
keep it safer…. Both gentlemen are
working in concert together in a pro-
active way to navigate how the final
staffing is going to shake out,” Mayor
Glover said.

The Times was unable to reach
Fanwood Chief of Police Richard
Trigo and Scotch Plains Chief of
Police Brian Mahoney for comment
for this story. The Times also reached
out unsuccessfully for comments
from council members in both towns.

According to Mayor Mahr, a
merger between two communities’
police departments has never been
done in New Jersey.

“I believe that Fanwood and Scotch
Plains can be examples of what two
communities can do when it comes to
being innovators,” she said. “To un-
derstand that we could possibly be
the first two towns to do a joint meet-
ing structure to merge our police de-
partments is something that I have
really advocated for because I be-
lieve in it. I believe that we can be a
trailblazer in the State of New Jersey
where property taxes is the number
one complaint.

Mayor Glover added, “I’m not
doing it because we want to be first.
I’m doing it because it’s the smart
thing to do…. If we’re trailblazers
here, I’ve heard the expression, so be
it, but it’s got to be about the commu-
nities respectively, and it’s got to be
about seizing an opportunity to serve
both towns more efficiently, opera-
tionally and financially.”

Although Fanwood and Scotch
Plains are separate communities, the
two towns share a joint school dis-
trict.

 “The two communities have a

Fanwood Lot to Be Rebuilt
As Part of Redevelopment

FANWOOD — Fanwood’s mu-
nicipal parking lot located behind
stores on Martine Avenue, which ser-
vices shoppers, merchants and com-
muters, is about to undergo major
reconstruction as the next phase of
the overall downtown redevelopment
plan moves forward.

Beginning in mid-August, the lot
will be completely redesigned with
construction taking place in several
phases, each of which will close a
specific portion of the lot at a time.
Phase 1 will consist of closing the
west entrance on LaGrande Avenue
(across from McDermott Place) and
that immediate parking area to allow
for demolition and site improvements
such as drainage and new curbing.
This is the area that is currently re-
ferred to as the commuter overflow
Lot 2.

The east entrance on LaGrande
Avenue (closest to the light on Martine
Avenue and behind Frank’s Auto)
will remain open during this phase.
Approximately 40 to 50 commuters
who currently use this portion of the
municipal lot will be relocated dur-
ing construction. They have been
contacted by, and will work directly
with, Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo to park on surrounding streets
during this time. Any accommoda-
tions that are made on the surround-
ing streets will only be for those
vehicles displaying their borough-
issued commuter permits. Commut-
ers who have been issued permits to
park in the main train station lot off
South Avenue and North Avenue will
not be affected. Patrons of the busi-
nesses on Martine and South Av-
enues can continue to park in the lot
during construction but should be

prepared for some inconvenience.
Everyone who visits Fanwood’s

shops should be reminded that free
parking is allowed after 3 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday and all day Satur-
day and Sunday, in the south and
north sides of the Fanwood Train
Station. Close, free parking to the
downtown is a few steps away and
the borough encourages its use. The
build-out of the shared parking lot
will then lead into the next exciting
construction project called Fanwood
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Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MANE ATTRACTION...Amid emergency vehicles from Rahway, Springfield
and Union County, families are attracted to a beautiful horse that is a part of the
mounted police unit for Union County during the National Night Out festivities
on August 6.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY NIGHT OUT...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kindergarten teacher Laurel Muenzen helps her daughter, Stephanie, fill
out a raffle at the National Night Out at LaGrande Park in Fanwood on August 6.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY NIGHT OUT... A Scotch Plains police officer introduces a child to  K-
9 Ollie during National Night Out on August 6.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SENATE RACE...Newark Mayor Cory Booker campaigns Tuesday afternoon at
Penn Station in Newark en route to an easy victory in the state Democratic
Primary for U.S. Senate.
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Booker, Lonegan Win
Primaries for Senate

Steve Lonegan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

STATE — In one of the lowest
turnouts for an election on record,
New Jersey voters on Tuesday chose
Democratic Newark Mayor Cory
Booker and Republican Steve
Lonegan, the former mayor of Bogota
in Bergen County, in Primaries for
the United States Senate.

Locally, turnout was between 9
and 10 percent in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside and Summit,
and 8 percent in Garwood. Accord-
ing to the Union County Clerk’s
website, polling-place turnout was
21 percent. Mail-in ballot results were
not available at press time.

Mr. Booker won the Democratic
Primary in a four-candidate field that
also included Reps. Frank Pallone
(D-6th, Long Branch) and Rush Holt
(D-12th, West Windsor) and state
Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-
34th, East Orange). Mr. Lonegan
defeated Alieta Eck, a medical doc-
tor, in the GOP contest.

Mr. Booker and Mr. Lonegan will
now face off in a special election on
Wednesday, October 16, to fill the

remaining year on the term of Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg, who passed
away at the age of 89 in June. The

Senate seat is temporarily being filled
by former state Attorney General Jeff
Chiesa, who was appointed by Re-
publican Governor Chris Christie.

In his victory speech to supporters


