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County Mulls Ad Sales on Vans,
Switching Phones to Digital

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Last Thursday, the
Union County Freeholders consid-
ered placing advertising on Union
County Paratransit vehicles and
switching phone service to “Voice
Over IP.” The county projected to
save $3,900 a month from switching
the phone service from Verizon to
Optimum Lightpath. The change
would move phones from landlines
to a digital system.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
is expected to vote on the four-year
contract at its Thursday, August 22
meeting. Optimum will be paid
$2,700 per month, amounting to
$32,400 per year. The county cur-

rently pays Verizon $7,000 per month,
amounting to $84,000 per year, for
its landlines.

Cheron Roundtree, the county’s
deputy director of parks and commu-
nity renewal, said the current 30
landlines for county buildings will be
reduced to 10 as the county converts
to the new system, a process which is
expected to take several years.

She said the conversion is part of
the first phase of what will be a three-
phase process. Ms. Roundtree said
the second phase is expected to begin
around September or October.

“At one point we needed to have
more lines, but with the new technol-
ogy, like the Voice Over IP, we’ve
realized that we can save the county
overall by reducing the number of
lines,” Ms. Roundtree told the board.
In addition to saving money by hav-
ing less land lines, she said the county
will save money by not needing to
make as many long-distance calls.

In other business, the freeholders
considered a request from the De-
partment of Human Services to place
advertising on Union County
Paratransit vehicles. Under the pro-
posed two-year contract with Gate-
way Outdoor Advertising of Long
Valley, the county would garner 50
percent of gross advertising revenue,
which county officials hope to dedi-

cate to the maintenance of Paratransit
vehicles.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo said the county went out for a
bid for a vendor a few years ago to
generate advertising for the vehicles
but did not receive any proposals.

“We tried this because it was one of
the things we were looking at to try
and boost alternative revenue because
of the casino revenues dropping and
the county having had to contribute
more county tax dollars to this,” he
said. Funds from the state’s Casino
Revenue Fund are distributed to coun-
ties to fund Paratransit programs
which transport senior citizens and
the disabled. Those funds have been
on the decline the last few years.

Mr. Guzzo said Middlesex County
generated $50,000 to $60,000 in rev-
enue the first year it started selling
ads for its Paratransit vehicles. He
said the county might want to con-
sider “what type of advertising we
would want versus the advertising
that we don’t want.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan suggested
the county look into the type of ad-
vertising Middlesex County is get-
ting for its vehicles.

A resolution also was considered
for a two-year contract with Rahway
Travel, a service the county uses for

Westfield Stop & Shop
Renovation Again Stalled

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Trucks are noisy.
That was the gist of testimony of-
fered by Steven Oliver, expert for
the objector, at last Thursday night’s
Westfield Planning Board meeting
regarding Stop & Shop’s applica-
tion for the expansion of its Elm
Street location. Hearings on the ex-
pansion plans have been stalled for
months by a single objector. The
board began hearings on the appli-
cation in February.

As previously reported, the com-

pany plans to demolish two office
buildings at 203 and 195 Elm Street
to enlarge the parking area and in-
crease the store’s square footage
from 35,426 square feet to 53,555
square feet.

Attorney Howard Geneslaw of the
Gibbons firm in Newark is repre-
senting Stop & Shop, while Ronald
Gasiorowski of Gasiorowski and
Holobinko in Red Bank is repre-
senting objector James Hughes of
Massachusetts Street.

Mr. Oliver testified that he had
listened to the testimony offered by

Stop & Shop’s sound expert, Stephen
Szulecki, and said his testimony and
reports were inaccurate as to the
amount of noise that would be gen-
erated by trucks and tractor-trailers.
He said that the noise emission rates
used by Mr. Szulecki were taken
from the T & M Manual issued by
the government, but that those noise
rates applied to trucks traveling on a
highway and not to trucks starting
up and accelerating.

According to Mr. Oliver, “The ap-
plicant basically used a minimiza-
tion, (but they were) supposed to do
worst case analysis.”

He also criticized Mr. Szulecki for
not taking sound measurements on
the site and for not placing a sound
receptor on the eastern property line.
Mr. Oliver said that he measured the
noise levels of trucks making deliv-
eries at a supermarket and measured
the existing noise levels on the east-
ern property line.

Mr. Oliver testified that a sound
barrier should be constructed along
the eastern property line and offered
as an exhibit a rendering depicting a
16-foot wall. He said without the
wall, the office building to the east
would suffer higher noise levels than
both state and local regulatory limits
when trucks are exiting the parking
lot.

Mr. Geneslaw asked that he be
able to review all of Mr. Oliver’s
data and the protocols he used to
obtain his data before he began cross-
examination. Mr. Oliver said he took
the noise level readings at a super-
market close to his home in West
Orange.

Initially, he did not want to reveal
the exact supermarket at which he
took the truck noise readings, but Mr.
Geneslaw said if it is secret informa-
tion, then the board should not con-
sider the testimony related to it.

Former Town Attorney Robert
Cockren, serving as board attorney
for the hearings, said, “You need to
identify where you took it,” to which
Mr. Oliver agreed.

Testimony will continue at the next
planning board meeting that has yet
to be scheduled.

Raritan Valley Coalition
Gets ‘One-Seat Ride’ Update

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SOMERVILLE — The Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) met
Monday morning at the Somerset
County Administration Building to
discuss updates on the “One Seat
Ride Campaign.” The meeting was
attended by elected officials, trans-
portation professionals and the pub-
lic.

The one-seat ride would provide
Raritan Valley Line commuters with
a direct commute into Manhattan
during peak hours of 7:30 to 8:30
a.m. without transferring in Newark,
thus saving time.

In Spring 2014, NJ Transit (NJT)
will have a pilot one-seat ride during
“off-peak hours” on the Raritan Val-
ley Line, according to Nancy Snyder,
NJT spokesperson.

Monday’s featured speakers were
AECOM Vice-President and Senior
Project Manager Ruby Sigel and Ban
Baer of Parson Brinckerhoff. They
presented the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration (FRA) and its work on
NEC (Northeast Corridor) Future
along with Amtrak’s Gateway Tun-
nel project, which is aimed at in-
creasing commuter train capacity
from New Jersey into New York.

Since February 2012, FRA has fo-
cused on its initiative of improving
rail service with a long-term goal for
2040, according to a Raritan Valley
Coalition report. The NEC Future
Study area covers the Northeast Cor-
ridor and existing and connecting rail
corridors along major studies, ac-
cording to its program overview.

“We want to make sure that we
make the best presentation and have
a chance. We can not show up to one
meeting and expect to get everything.
This is a crusade, not a single battle,”
said Peter Palmer, RVRC Chairman
and chairman of the Somerset County
Freeholders Board.

Back in October 2010, Governor
Chris Christie cancelled the Access
to Region’s Core (ARC), a commuter
rail project that would have increased
riding capacity between Secaucus and
Manhattan. Gov. Christie said that he
could not put that financial burden on
New Jersey residents; the project
spent $600 million before it was fi-
nally scraped.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, there are 23 time
slots used during peak hours for morn-
ing commutes to ride into New York
City.

“Now is not the time to take our
foot off the gas pedal,” said Tom
Jardim, RVRC vice-chairman and a
former Westfield mayor.

However, diesel trains cannot op-
erate in the rail tunnels, which re-
quire electric-powered locomotives,
according to Ken Weeden, Coalition
staff person and Somerset County
planner. The new locomotive manu-
factured by Canadian-based Bom-
bardier locomotive, has dual-mode
of diesel and electric. NJT bought 26
in 2008 to replace the current used
diesel locomotives.

“NJT is continuing to study the
logistics of the one-seat and its chal-
lenges with lack of rail during peak
hours,” Mr. Snyder said.
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Courtesy of Lorre Korecky
STELLAR...The Westfield Public School District’s All City awards this year were presented to Elizabeth Rosenberg,
Franklin School - Vocal; Leo Mormile, Washington School - Orchestra; and Brooke Walden, Washington School - Band.
In addition, Brooke's art design was selected for printing on All City T-shirts and the program cover. Brooke, who was
chosen First Chair Flute, and standing with flute in hand, watches Steven Stouffer, the All City Band director, announce
the next musical selection during a performance.  Mr. Stouffer also is a teacher of instrumental music at Jefferson and
Wilson Elementary Schools in Westfield.   Other instructors include Robin Naylor and Amanda Gant, co-directors of the
All City Orchestra, and Robert Geyer and Theodore Hendricks, co-directors of the All City Chorus.  Jean Brezinski was
the program’s coordinator.  Children in all six elementary schools audition for All City, are assigned chairs depending on
their audition scores, and rehearsed before school prior to their performances at Westfield High School for all fourth and
fifth graders district-wide and in the evening for parents and community members.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SENATE RACE...Newark Mayor Cory Booker campaigns Tuesday afternoon at
Penn Station in Newark en route to an easy victory in the state Democratic
Primary for U.S. Senate.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SUMMER TUNES...The Jazz Lobsters draw a big crowd while performing at the
Sweet Sounds of Jazz Festival in downtown Westfield.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REBIRTH...Destroyed by fire in January 2012, the new Root Building on South
Avenue in Westfield is nearly complete in its reconstruction.
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Booker, Lonegan Win
Primaries For Senate

Steve Lonegan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

STATE — In one of the lowest
turnouts for an election on record,
New Jersey voters on Tuesday chose
Democratic Newark Mayor Cory
Booker and Republican Steve
Lonegan, the former mayor of Bogota
in Bergen County, in Primaries for
the United States Senate.

Locally, turnout was between 9
and 10 percent in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside and Summit,
and 8 percent in Garwood. Accord-
ing to the Union County Clerk’s
website, polling-place turnout was
21 percent. Mail-in ballot results were
not available at press time.

Mr. Booker won the Democratic
Primary in a four-candidate field that
also included Reps. Frank Pallone
(D-6th, Long Branch) and Rush Holt
(D-12th, West Windsor) and state
Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-
34th, East Orange). Mr. Lonegan
defeated Alieta Eck, a medical doc-
tor, in the GOP contest.

Mr. Booker and Mr. Lonegan will
now face off in a special election on
Wednesday, October 16, to fill the
remaining year on the term of Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg, who passed
away at the age of 89 in June. The
Senate seat is temporarily being filled
by former state Attorney General Jeff
Chiesa, who was appointed by Re-
publican Governor Chris Christie.

In his victory speech to supporters
in Secaucus, Mr. Lonegan said, “We
are going to throw away the cam-
paign handbooks. We’re going to

shred the pollsters’ memos, the strat-
egists’ memos... We’re not going to
capitulate to pollsters and pundits
and to an elite corps of talking heads
in the media. We know what we be-
lieve in; we’re going to say what we
believe, and when we go to Washing-
ton, D.C. we’re going to do what we
say.”

Of his opponent, Mr. Booker, he
said, “Mayor Cory Booker has an
advantage. He’s been anointed by


