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DiNIZO BANGS 2 HOME RUNS; DAN SAMILA HOMERS, WOODRING TURNS 2 DOUBLE PLAYS

Sun Tavern Flags Divas, 6-4, 10-6 in ‘A’ Division Playoffs
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League “A” Division play-
offs began, second-seed Sun
Tavern got adequate production
from all its guys in Game 1 and
Game 2 of the semifinal round in
its quest to march to the cham-
pionship series.

Sun Tavern served up all six of
their runs in the second inning to
hold on to a 6-4 victory in the
first game and sparked a huge
comeback in the later innings to
win Game 2, 10-6, over third-
seeded Divas at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on July 30.

As Divas came to bat in the top
of the first inning, Tavern’s Marty
Marks stirred the pot and barked,
“Hurry up before the sun comes
out again.”

Mike Henkels heeded the warn-
ing with a single to center and
James DeNizo humbly smiled
then powered a shot over the
centerfield fence to make the
score, 2-0.

Tavern went down quietly in
the bottom of the inning, utter-
ing only a leadoff single from
Brady Lau. The Divas continued
to steal the show in the bottom of
the inning when DeNizo initiated
a short-to-second double play.

“What a way to play an inning.
Way to be Jimmy,” hollered Ron
Germinder.

Divas took a 3-0 lead in the
second when Mike Rusin and Mike
Bello each hacked singles and

Andrew Lynch bashed an RBI
single.

The black-shirted Tavern serv-
ers, however, awakened in the
sixth. Dan Samila crushed the
ball deep to center field. Jarrod
Pence picked up a single, Jeff
Bendix doubled to center and
Matt Walsh followed with a RBI
sacrifice. Marks slid into second
base for an RBI double. Billy
Aumenta ripped an RBI single,
motored to second and scored
on Lau’s double. Still running,
Lau streaked across the plate on
Woodring’s single to put the Tav-
ern boys on top, 6-3.

In the bottom of the third Tav-
ern sat down quietly when pitcher
Germinder made a marvelous
grab tossed to Bello covering
second for the double play. Divas
did manage to put a final run on

the board in the fourth when
DeNizo hammered the first pitch
into never-never land.

“Have a night Jimmy! Great
pitching Pete! That was the dag-
ger in the heart.” smiled Gus
Alvarez after the 6-4 victory.

Game 2 did not begin as a nail-
biter when Divas relaxed after
zooming to an overconfident 6-1
lead by the second inning. But
they failed to hold off the Sun’s
sparkle in the fifth and seventh
innings.

After Sun Tavern scored a run
on Woodring’s RBI single in the
top of the first inning, the bottom
of inning brought success for the
Diva’s as Henkels and Rusin, re-
spectively, each singled and
scored on DeNizo’s double. Matt
Canfield triggered an RBI sac fly,
and Rusin followed up with an

RBI single to make the score, 4-
1. Two Divas crossed the plate in
the second, highlighted by
DiNizo’s homer over the right-
centerfield fence.

After a poor beginning, Dan
Samila and his friends had no
intentions of allowing the Divas
to dance to victory. “Let’s do
something different. Let’s get
some hits,” Dan urged.

Five Tavern men got on the
scoreboard in the top of the fifth.
Marks lofted an RBI sacrifice then,
“That a boy, Billy,” shouted an
anonymous Sun fan, as Aumenta
ripped an RBI double, “Keep ‘em
moving now!”

Lau’s and Woordring’s RBI
singles concluded with Pete
Samila’s RBI single knotted the
score at 6-6.Probitas Verus Honos
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