
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, August 8, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Power personified was the
theme of Game 1 of the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League A
Division championship series
between the Stage House and
the Sun Tavern at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 5.

The two rivals combined for 41
hits, which included four home
runs, four triples and 10 doubles,
but the men from the Stage House
prevailed this time, 18-12.

Nothing seemed unusual since
these two teams, with nearly the
same personnel, have dominated
the A Division championship se-
ries for, perhaps, the past seven
years. The only differences have
been the names on their uni-
forms. Last year, Sun Tavern
was known as Charlie Brown’s

and lost to the Stage House in
three games. The only time in

the past seven years that the
men of the Stage House were

dethroned was in 2010 by the
Tavern men donning their uni-
forms as Park Beverage.

“It’s a lot of the same guys. We
see them in other leagues, but
we look forward to it every year.
It’s kind of like a back-and-forth
battle. I am sure they will be
pumped up. It’s fun,” Stage
House veteran Neil Kaufman said.

Kaufman’s responsibilities as
Co-President of the newly merged
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball League may also have
taken some toll on his concen-
tration on the field and at the
plate.

“It affects it! Age affects it too.
We have had a bunch of young
guys joining us and doing a great
job. Todd Simo and Eddie Zazzali!
You got to keep the young guys
coming in, because the old guys

can’t run, can’t do anything. It
goes down hill, but you try to
contribute,” Kaufman said.

Kaufman made his contribu-
tion with a pair of doubles and a
single, while scoring three times
and adding two RBI. But the real
“Power Personified” came from
the bat of teammate Tony Wargo,
who blasted three home runs,
driving in six runs, in his first
three at-bats.

Normally the cleanup man in
the lineup, Wargo, who was late
for the game, strutted from his
car to bat last in the lineup and
drilled the first pitch over the
right field fence. His next homer,
a three-run shot, took only two
pitches then on his third at-bat,
he hammered a two-run shot on
the first pitch to complete the

WARGO WALLOPS 3 HRs, AMASSES 6 RBI; KAUFMAN 3 HITS, 3 RUNS, 2 RBI; PENCE HR, 3B, 4 RBI

Stage House Men Trample Sun Tavern in Game 1, 18-12
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