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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Dems Using SSM to
Beat Up Governor

The recent Freeholder resolution
on same-sex marriage (SSM) was an
empty gesture the Democrats don’t
want SSM in New Jersey. They
wouldn’t pass it in the lame duck
session of 2009 when they had the
chance (as with the “millionaire’s
tax”). They know the present Gover-
nor will not sign a bill for it.

They hold to the canard that a ref-
erendum is not the vehicle for insti-
tuting civil rights. Yet, they miss, or
ignore, the real issue. In the past
women’s suffrage and African-
American voting rights are not com-
parable since the former had no right
to vote and the latter was impaired in
exercising their franchise. As far as I
know, the LGBT community is fully
enfranchised.

Polls have shown the 70 percent
want a referendum and 60 percent
would most likely vote for SSM. The
only conclusion is that Democrats
are cynically depriving the SSM folks
to keep it as an issue to beat on the
Governor and the GOP. Shame!

Roger Stryeski
Chairman, Roselle Republican

Committee

Westfield Now The Other Town
For Retired Coach Greg Gorski

On August 14th, Rita and I will
embark on a new chapter in our lives
and move from our Westfield home
to the Sarasota area in Florida. We
will be leaving after 35 years of liv-
ing in two great homes.

My first experience with Westfield
was as a sophomore QB living in
Clark and our first big, opening foot-
ball game of the season was against
Westfield and legendary coach Gary
Kehler. During preseason our coach
Red Kelin and the assistant coaches
would refer to Westfield as “the other
town.” The opening contest was post-
poned because many of our players
came down with a staff infection and
the game one became game eight. By
that time I was the starting QB and
that day there were close to 5,000
people at the game in Westfield. It
seemed like there were 20,000 spec-
tators. Well, Westfield won the game
33-13 and I found out what the “other
town” was all about.

Fast forward six years later and
I’m graduated from UConn and look-
ing for a teaching job. I get a call in
the early days of July from Westfield’s
Athletic Director John Lay. He asks
me if I’m interested in a physical
education position at Westfield HS.
He remembered me from my HS
days at Clark playing against
Westfield. I jumped at the chance to
teach and coach in the “other town.”

I volunteered as a football coach –
with the QBs. Working with Gary
Kehler, Dick Zimmer, Dave Cilo and
Pete Lima was an amazing learning
experience. Westfield was in the
middle of the 43-game win streak
and I soon learned why Westfield
won so many games. The scouting,
coaching preparation and attention
to detail in teaching the players what
to expect on game day was key to
Westfield’s success.

I also was fortunate to be an assis-
tant throws coach under legendary
Westfield Head Coach Walt Clarkson.
I found like in football, Walt’s ap-
proach was knowing the opponent
and to train and prepare the athletes
to perform at their maximum ability.
I’ve always had tremendous respect
for the teaching staff and coaches in
the district. Through the years I’ve
worked with some outstanding
coaches like Jack Martin, Ed
Tranchina, Jim Benedict, Ken Miller,
Bill Tracey, Joe Avena, Bill Mellott,
Don MacDonald, Thom Hornish and
Bob Brewster. The athletic coaching
staff is exceptional and I feel is some-
times taken for granted. Westfield is
one of a few school districts that have
had an athletic trainer to work with
the athletes. John D’ Andrea was
ahead of his time for getting our
athletes healthy – always with a smile.
Sandy Mamary performed the same
magic on thousands of athletes and

Chris Flores is continuing the tradi-
tion.

Our three children, Alison, Greg
and Mike, went through the K-12
schools and graduated with an out-
standing education that helped pre-
pare them for college and their adult
lives. They all were athletes and their
coaches were always respectful,
trained them to compete at a high
level and treated them fairly as they
would their own children.

I had the honor to have taught and
coached a number of outstanding
young men and women. I coached
them and I also learned a lot from
each of them. Each athlete was and is
unique people and a “one size” didn’t
fit any or all of those special people.
It was my challenge to find a way to
come up with questions that clicked
for each of them. The common thread
was a burning desire to learn how to
be the best to be successful and be a
winner. Their athletic experience pre-
pared them for life’s successes and
failures. The list is long and impres-
sive to include National, State, County
and Conference champions. Kevin
McGorty, Drew Cary, Mike Holliday,
Eldy Halsey, Brandon Heroux, Eileen
Jackson, Karin Morgan, Glen Kehler,
Butch Woolfolk, Owen Brand and
Jan Cocoziello, to name a few, set the
standard for those before and after
them. There are so many more to
name here but they are all special
men and women.

The most special moments as a
teacher and coach were with my chil-
dren. I was fortunate to coach all
three in a variety of sports. There
were challenges being a teacher,
coach and then a dad at the end of the
day, but I wouldn’t change one sec-
ond of it for anything. It was certainly
a big learning curve for me as each of
them worked with coach dad and
they had to practice and play longer,
harder and better so the “favoritism”
label wasn’t thrown back at them.

Finally, my association with the
districts teaching staff was awesome.
In the 39 years, I’ve marveled at the
high quality and unselfishness of all
of the teachers, administrators and
support staff in the district. I trusted
all of my children with any and all of
them. And I knew my children would
be respected for their efforts, school
work and their opinions.

So now we will depart and a young
couple with a baby boy will grace
and grow in our house that we did for
so many years. The cycle of a grow-
ing and thriving community lives on
and we will be back to visit in the
coming years.

Thank you Westfield for a great run
and what was “the other town” became
OUR TOWN. God Bless you all.

Greg Gorski
Westfield

Why Are Accident Reports
Considered Public Information?

In Praise of Evelyn MacRitchie, and
Charity Working for Good of Others
Last week Westfield lost one of it

grandes dames. Evelyn MacRitchie,
wife, mother of three, Westfield
teacher, and an antiques dealer in her
retirement, passed peacefully a year
and a half after losing her beloved
husband, William. Both were devoted
members of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield, where I know
Evelyn helped run several fundraising
activities to benefit the poor in our
area.

I came to know the MacRitchies
when I became one of Mr.
MacRitchie’s caregivers in his final
years. As an attendant and friend to
Evelyn after Bill’s passing, I became
a good friend and a participant in
Mrs. MacRitchie’s charitable activi-
ties. In particular, I became one of the
“bread people.”

I don’t know if most Westfielders
are aware that volunteers from sev-
eral local churches collect excess
bread from Panera’s, Stop & Shop,
and other bakeries for distribution to

area food banks and organizations
that feed the homeless and the poor.
(Trader Joe’s makes direct donations
to the food bank in Hillside.) The
bread pick-ups organized by Mrs.
MacRitchie on behalf of St. Paul’s go
to the Holy Trinity Food Pantry in
Westfield and St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Elizabeth, which now
serves full meals to 130 people every
Sunday. Father Joe of St. John’s tells
me nothing is ever left over, and most
people take bread with them after the
meal.

What better way for a clever orga-
nizer, regardless of age, to spend her
energies than through actively work-
ing for the good of others? Charity is
called for by all religions and most
cultural traditions, yet active charity
is still a choice: one that Evelyn made,
one that we all can make. I intend to
stay a “bread person,” at the very
least.

Pamela Orbach
Westfield

I was in an automobile accident in
Westfield on July 20, 2013 and I
called the police. After taking all the
information, the officer informed me
(also gave me a card with the case)
that I could get a copy of the accident
report in five days over the Internet.

Within a week I was getting mail
(along with a copy of my accident
report) from lawyers, doctors and
physical therapists, inquiring about
any injuries I might have sustained.

I went to the Westfield police sta-
tion and asked how these individuals
and organizations were able to ac-
quire a copy of my accident report. I
was told that all they needed to do
was complete an “Open Public
Records Act Request Form.”

I told the person at the station that
there was personal information on
the report that I did not think should
be public knowledge – such as my
date of birth, my address, my license
, etc. I was informed that all a person
needed to do on the request form was
to write “all auto accidents reports
for the month of July” and they would
get all of them for a fee.

In this day and age, when privacy is
what everyone seems concerned
about, why has the New Jersey Leg-
islature allowed the information on

an accident report to be considered
public information.

Recently, I traded in my vehicle for
a newer model. I was informed that a
CarFax report was acquired and that
it showed that I was in an accident
with the car I was trading in and that
my trade in value was going to be
reduced. In my case, I did not have
any damage to my car, but an acci-
dent report was completed by the
police officer.

The thing that concerns me is that
CarFax just posts that the car was in
an accident. They do not have any
responsible or obligation to follow
up with an updated report indicating
if the car was repaired or that it had no
damage.

Another example of the NJ Legis-
lature allowing privacy information
to be distributed without our consent.

Edward J. Murphy
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair; lcarter@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Support Comptroller Boxer Who
Exposes Corruption and Fraud

New Jersey has a national reputation of being a
corrupt state, although maybe not as bad as Illinois,
where the last two elected governors have gone to
jail. There’s a bright spot, however. Over the last few
years, one state official has been working behind the
scenes to expose actions of corrupt and dishonest
officials and government workers who cheat the
system.

That man is State Comptroller Matthew Boxer,
who was appointed as New Jersey’s first comptroller
in 2008 by former Governor Jon Corzine. He previ-
ously oversaw Governor Corzine’s Authorities Unit,
where he monitored the operations of 57 indepen-
dent authorities. Prior to 2006, Mr. Boxer was an
assistant U.S. Attorney under then U.S. Attorney
Chris Christie. Mr. Boxer oversaw public corruption
investigations and prosecutions.

The New Jersey Comptroller’s Office, created
through legislation signed into law in 2007, gives
Mr. Boxer a mandate including monitoring contract-
ing procedures used by state and local governments,
reviewing performance of government programs
and conducting and overseeing financial audits of
government from state level down to municipalities.

Since he took office in 2008, Mr. Boxer has

exposed everything from $43 million in wasteful
spending at the New Jersey Turnpike Authority, to
municipalities paying excessive legal fees, to the
state paying unemployment benefits to incarcerated
individuals who are not qualified to receive such
payments. Then, of course, there was the exposure
of school board members lying about their incomes
to get their kids free lunches through the federal
government’s school lunch program.

And this past week, Mr. Boxer’s office found the
United HealthCare Community Plan of New Jersey
failed to hire enough investigators to expose fraudu-
lent billing in Medicaid coverage for low-income
and disabled New Jersey residents.

The work that Mr. Boxer and his staff have accom-
plished is admirable and deserves praise. Mr. Boxer
does not have enforcement power but it looks like
Governor Christie and some of the Legislature is
backing him up. Some of the Legislature doesn’t like
what Mr. Boxer is exposing as it’s digging into their
soiled pockets.

We urge the public to support Mr. Boxer by writing
letters and demanding enforcement. Bring shame
(and jail) to those who think that corruption and
fraud must be a fact of life.

Voters to Decide U.S. Senate
Primary Winners on Tuesday

This Tuesday registered Democrats and Republi-
cans will head to the polls to vote in the special New
Jersey United States Senate Primary Election to
determine major party candidates for the special
General Election on Wednesday, October 16. The
winner in October will replace the late Senator
Frank Lautenberg. The seat currently is filled by
former state Attorney General Jeff Chiesa, who was
appointed by Governor Chris Christie.

On the Democratic side, based on their press
releases, Congressmen Frank Pallone and Rush Holt,
along with State Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver,
apparently are trying to see who is the most “left
wing.” We have not heard from Newark Mayor Cory
Booker, who appears to be running a beauty contest
and has instructed his staff not to talk to the press.

Mr. Holt said he supports a “single-payer health
care” approach as part of the Affordable Care Act –
Obamacare. On climate change, he has said, “Unless
we act...Sea levels will rise. Superstorms like Sandy
will become more frequent. Floods, droughts, and
wildfires will become more severe. Entire swaths of
the planet will become unfit for human habitation...
And millions will die.”

Congressman Pallone jumped on the Trayvon

Martin case, calling on Attorney General Eric Holder
to file charges against George Zimmerman, charg-
ing that Mr. Martin’s Civil Rights were violated. In
a recent ad, he took credit as being one of the primary
authors of Obamacare. He is running ads focused to
urban areas.

In an ad released by the Booker campaign, the
mayor’s pastor, following Hurricane Sandy, called
Mr. Booker “God fearing.”

Meanwhile, Republican Steve Lonegan has been
poking fun at the Democrats by holding press con-
ferences outside Pallone campaign headquarters to
denounce the congressman’s association with
ObamaCare, and last Friday near a murder scene in
Newark to criticize Mayor Booker for his failed
policies relating to Newark’s high murder rate.

We expect a Booker-Lonegan showdown in Octo-
ber and that it will have a lot of “left vs. right”
rhetoric. It shouldn’t be viewed as entertainment or
a beauty contest.

Shouldn’t it be about stopping murder in the cities
and bankruptcy? About improving the quality of
life? About jobs and education?

Whatever we’re doing now isn’t working. Are we
going to keep doing it over and over again?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Roun – To whisper
2. Transmogrify – To transform com-

pletely, especially in the grotesque man-
ner

3. Surn – The hawk owl
4. Ascian – A person who casts no

shadow at noon

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BALAGAN
1. A hut built on stilts by the Tartars
2. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel, stoat and martens
3. A collector of rare minerals
4. Cornish crow with red feet and beak

TANTIVY
1. A tearing in pieces
2. Irritated or agitated
3. A swift, full gallop
4. Lighthearted; cheerful

TARAXACIN
1. A fine white clay used in making

porcelain
2. A spider that catches its prey by

chasing them
3. An astringent or repellent
4. A bitter substance from the root of

the common dandelion
YOICKS

1. A cry used for urging on the hounds
in fox hunting

2. Concise; brief; to the point
3. Coughing up or spitting
4. An expression indicating exaustion

or fatigue

See more letters on page 5

By AssociatedPress
In an effort to cut

crime at the Alewife
MBTA subway and bus
station in Cambridge,
transit police placed a
cardboard cutout of a
police officer in the bi-
cycle cage. Hundreds of
people use the racks
daily.

Deputy Chief Robert
Lenehan says the fake
cop, along with video
cameras and a new lock,
has cut bike thefts by
67 percent.

Lenehan estimates it
would cost $200,000 a
year to have an officer
watch over the cage
full-time.

The split second
thieves take to glance
at the cutout is enough
to discourage them.

Fun News

Boston Cops
Use Scarecrows


