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TAKING A BREAK...Patty O’Connor, left, and Suzanne Taylor of Westfield
enjoy The Westfield Leader on the Oregon Inlet in Hatteras, N.C.

DRAMA QUEEN...Westfield resident Amy S. Green reads The Westfield Leader
outside the main gate of the Kigali Institute of Education in the capital of Rwanda.
Ms. Green, a professor of theater, was in Kigali as part of a delegation from City
University of New York.

Mail-In Ballots
The Union County’s Clerk’s

Westfield office on North Avenue is
open for voters to complete Mail-In
Ballots today, from 8 a.m. to 7:30
p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Satur-
day, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and Monday, 8
a.m. to 3 p.m., the deadline for Mail-
In ballots. Voters can view their poll-
ing places at ucnj.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

One Seat Ride on RVL Clark Center Is Eyed For
Former U.S. Gypsum Site
By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — Plans for a new town
center at the old 28-acre U.S. Gyp-
sum paper mill lot, located at 1255
Raritan Road in Clark, were presented
to the township’s planning board on
August 1. Although the board was
not able to vote for the approval of the
project due to time restrictions, the
planning board will finish the discus-
sion on Thursday, August 22, at Arthur
L. Johnson High School.

Project developer and owner of
Krame Development Company, Inc.,
William Krame, along with site engi-
neer Lisa DiGerolamo of Paulus
Sokolowski & Sartor, site architect
Charles Dietz of the Dietz Partner-
ship, municipal planning consultant
Christine Nazzaro-Cofone of Cofone
Consulting Group, LLC. and econo-
mist and demographer Richard Read-
ing of Richard Reading and Associ-
ates, all testified on behalf of the
project, discussing details such as
project size, fiscal impacts to the com-
munity and overall goals for the new
and improved area.

“We want to improve the property
and give the town a first-class com-
munity shopping center,” Mr. Krame
said.

Mr. Krame discussed how the
project meets all town ordinance re-
quirements and is moving forward
without any variance or waivers
needed. Ms. Nazzaro-Cofone sup-
ported Mr. Krame by saying the
project is consistent and one that
seems to have no unforeseen issues.

Ms. DiGerolamo presented the spe-
cific plans for the layout of the pro-
posed town center using aerial views
of the property to display what it will
include. Currently titled “Clark Com-
mons,” the community center would
include seven buildings for both re-
tail stores and restaurants with park-
ing and outdoor seating areas. A re-
tention pond would double as a focal

point at the corner of the area along
Raritan Road and Walnut Avenue,
with a fountain in the center and
bench-seating around the perimeter.
Plans also include a pathway that
residents could walk for both plea-
sure and exercise along with multiple
entrances to and from the community
center. The entire area would range
from 241,000 to 245,000 square feet
and have approximately 1,279 park-
ing spaces, Ms. DiGerolamo said.

“We are dressing it up with lots of
vegetation,” Ms. DiGerolamo said.
“There will be lots of color, lots of
outdoor seating – it will be very pe-
destrian-friendly.”

Mr. Dietz explained the layout of
the buildings, saying all the buildings
would face in from the road and would
be visually appealing. The center
would include seven buildings – three
for the main retailers and four free-
standing, individual structures for
single tenants.

“They will be low maintenance,
sustainable and pretty,” Mr. Dietz said.
The majority of the materials used
for the structures would be all-natu-
ral, such as stone, he said, yet the
synthetic materials would mimic the
natural ones in order to give each
building an attractive look.

Once the entire project is com-
plete, Mr. Reading predicted that the
community center would bring in
approximately $1.1 million, allow-
ing for about $911,000 in revenue
after about a $169,000 annual up-
keep cost. Of the revenue to Clark, 55
percent would go directly to the
school district, according to Mr. Read-
ing.

At the second half of the meeting
on Thursday, August 22, the plan-
ning board will hear from traffic and
transportation consultants Jay
Troutman and Scott Kennel of
McDonough and Rea Associates, Inc.
prior to making a decision about Clark
Commons.

HUD Expected to Sign Off
On Garwood Senior Housing

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The title is expected
to change hands between St. Anne’s
Roman Catholic Church and the Bor-
ough of Garwood this week, accord-
ing to Westfield Senior Housing Cor-
poration (WSHC) President Neil
Sullivan. Deconstruction of the old
St. Anne’s School to make way for a
new senior housing facility is ex-
pected to begin the following week.

“It’s just a matter of a couple of
signatures,” Mr. Sullivan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

While Mr. Sullivan said that the
title of the property is changing hands,
he expects that it will be another three
to four weeks after that before the
federal Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) issues
WSHC the final building permits,
which will allow for complete demo-
lition and construction. Once that
happens, Mr. Sullivan expects the
project to move “very quickly” and
that it is expected to be open by
December of 2014.

The project, which was announced
in 2010, has already received ap-
proval from the borough for con-
struction of a 72-unit apartment com-
plex for people age 62 and over.

According to previous statements
from HUD, the project is slated to
receive $11,719,100 for capital costs
and $1,588,500 for rental assistance
over three years.

Mr. Sullivan told The Times that
WSHC would have liked to have seen
HUD move faster in the approval
process. He said that government fur-
loughs may have caused some de-
lays, as multiple HUD staff members

had to be met with at the same time
and WSHC had to work around their
furlough schedules.

“We have different timelines,” Mr.
Sullivan said of working with HUD.
“The problem projects get the prior-
ity, but we’re the opposite of that;
we’re a model project,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

St. Anne’s School, located along
Cedar Street between Second and
Third Avenues, was closed in 1986.
While the school building and an ad-
jacent convent were rented out at one
time, they currently are vacant. In
2008, prior to WSHC’s current plans,
developer James Ward had proposed a
55-and-older condominium complex
for the site, but the deal fell through.

The proposed development by
WSHC calls for 71 one-bedroom
apartments and one two-bedroom
apartment for a live-in caretaker.
There would be 41 parking spaces
with access to the parking lot from
both Cedar Street and Third Avenue.
The three-story building is proposed
at 36.5 feet from the first floor to the
top with a brick and stucco façade.

WSHC is a not-for-profit corpora-
tion and currently owns and operates
two buildings on Boynton Avenue in
Westfield.

Westfield Goes to Bid on
Dredging of Mindowaskin

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — If you’ve noticed
the advertisements for dredging bids
in this newspaper, it’s only one small
sign of big changes to come.

The dredging and repair of
Mindowaskin Pond is the largest piece
of the ongoing Mindowaskin 2018
project, which aims to restore and
improve the entire park in time for a
centennial celebration in five years.

Town officials are partnering with
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park, a
501(c)(3) dedicated to the upkeep of
the area, throughout the process, a
collaboration Friends President
Debby Burslem and Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea both emphasized.

Predictably, the process of dredg-
ing the pond will be a slow one: After
the lowest qualified bidder is selected,
plans need to be negotiated with town
regulations, and funds raised. The
actual dredging process will include
not only material removal, but a re-
pair of the beds and minor reshaping
to improve water flow.

The last time the pond was dredged
was in the mid-1980s, according to
Mr. Gildea, although it was drained
several years ago when the granite
overlook on East Broad Street was
built. He says that currently, the cost
of the project is impossible to esti-
mate; pond dredging costs are based
on the volume of material removed,
which is as of yet unknown.

In 2011, Morristown sought to
dredge Foote’s Pond, which spans
about three acres; the plan was ulti-
mately rejected after town officials
were quoted a $600,000 to $700,000
cost. However, it is difficult to draw
a comparison between Foote and
Mindowaskin because depth and
type of material being removed, as
of yet unmeasured, are both major
factors.

No specific financial plan will be

developed ahead of the bids, but rev-
enue is expected to come from mul-
tiple sources.

“We’ll seek grant opportunities,
loan opportunities, and see what the
Friends can come up with,” Mr. Gildea
said. “But ultimately, it’s the town’s
responsibility, so the town will put up
a lot of money; the question’s what
other sources can we get to reduce
the burden on the taxpayer.”

Some pathways near the gazebo
have already been repaved, a renova-
tion the project heads hope will con-
tinue throughout the whole park. It
also presents a fund-raising opportu-
nity, in the style of the donor bricks
which line the area around the com-
memorative boulder at the nearby
intersection of Mountain and
Lawrence Avenues.

“The Town of Westfield does that
to a lot of areas, and this particular
piece of property is a great place
where families have always had an
impact with large or small donations,”
Mrs. Burslem said.

It is expected that all the necessary
information for the project will be
gathered by 2014, and plans will roll
forth from there. Mr. Gildea is aim-
ing for a winter dredging, when the
park is less used and there is less of a
danger of unpleasant smells. Parts of
the park may be closed off with safety
considerations in mind, but the entire
park will never be paralyzed, leaving
it open to public use.

“People do watch the park, they
care about it, they want to make sure
it’s kept going the way it has for
years,” said Mr. Gildea, who says his
parents chose to move to Westfield
partially because of the park.

Meanwhile, the Friends are sitting
tight and looking for ways to get the
word out.

“It’s a nice way to leave your mark
in this town,” Mrs. Burslem said. “I
always tell my kids we’re lucky.”

Newark Liberty International Airport.
Morris-Essex Line trains also go di-
rectly into New York as well as a small
number of trains from the Gladstone
Branch and Montclair-Boonton lines.

Mr. Robins said Amtrak, which
runs the Northeast Corridor and
manages the transit tunnel, closes
one of the two tubes for mainte-
nance from Friday night to Sunday
night, reducing the slots to five New
York inbound and five outbound
trains, although one of those lines
has been assigned for the Morris-
Essex line.

Mayor Skibitsky said NJ Transit
manages a logistic challenge with
many factors such as how to allo-
cate the 23 available slots, optimize
ridership given that Bombardiers
handle eight cars and diesels handle
10 cars plus the crossover location
for power switching gets congested
and faces energy interface matters.

The mayor said that NJ Transit is
reading the many letters received from
residents. Mayor Skibitsky asked the
public to continue writing letters with
their views to James Weinstein, NJ
Transit chairman, and James
Simpson, New Jersey commissioner
of transportation, addressed to them
at: NJ Transit, One Penn Plaza East,
Newark, N.J. 07105-2246.

Mayor Skibitsky said this is an
important first phase in bringing one-
seat rides to the commuters of the
many towns serviced by the Raritan
Valley Line. Rail planners also are
looking for opportunities to offer
some weekend RVL one-seat ride
service. The mayor said he looks
forward to the day when the service
can be fully implemented.

For more information, see past
newspaper articles of May 9, 2013
and June 13,  2013 a t
www.goleader.com.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FARMERS’ MARKET...Ester's Treats offers organic and natural bakery muf-
fins, breakfast squares, fruit rolls and cupcakes to shoppers at Scotch Plains
Farmers' Market.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT OUT...Sharing the spotlight in Fanwood with first responders Tuesday
night are Asw. Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), left, and Mayor Colleen
Mahr, center, at LaGrande Park.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY TO RESCUE...The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad meets with the Village
Green crowd Tuesday night during the National Night Out celebration at Alan
Augustine Park.

ONE-SEAT RIDE...NJ Transit (NJT) executives and elected officials discuss last
Friday the plans for next spring to start some one-seat ride service to Manhattan
for riders on the Raritan Valley Line. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sen. Tom
Kean, Jr., Asm. Jon Bramnick, Asw. Nancy Munoz, Jim Weinstein of NJT,
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,  Rae Hutton of NJT and Paul Wyckoff of
NJT. Not pictured is Kevin O’Connor of NJT.

be issued for improvements, includ-
ing work on Stratford Place,
Glenwood Avenue, Hunter Avenue
and Second Street. These improve-
ments include milling and paving.
According to the ordinance, these
improvements are expected to last a
period of 20 years.

A second portion of the bond is
expected to cost $65,000 and those
improvements are slated for borough
property including Forest Road Park
and Heating Ventilation and Air Con-
ditioning (HVAC) units in various
municipal buildings. The ordinance
states that these improvements should
last for 15 years.

The rest of the ordinance includes
$288,430 for the acquisition of vari-
ous equipment including, but not lim-
ited to, a generator, Scott air packs,
computers and software and $30,000
for remediation of a Department of
Public Works garage site. The mayor
said the public hearing for the ordi-
nance will be scheduled later in the
month.

Another ordinance introduced and
passed upon first reading included an
ordinance to schedule off-street park-
ing areas. The ordinance states that
from the hours of 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. in
municipal lots 1 and 2 there will be a
two-hour time limit. This includes
spaces in between South Avenue and
LaGrande Avenue in the rear proper-
ties situated along the west side of
Martine Avenue and the south side of
South Avenue. The public hearing
for this ordinance is scheduled for
Tuesday, August 20.

Also, council members passed
upon first reading an ordinance to
allow apartments on all floors above
the first floor in the general commer-
cial business district. It also has a
second reading scheduled for August
20.

In other business, Fanwood resi-
dent Michael Lewis thanked the
mayor and council for the recent
patching work done on Poplar Place
and LeGrande Avenue. He also had
questions about a skateboard park
being put in Fanwood. He thought
the idea of a skate park in the borough
was a “bad idea.” He noted that the
borough had tried this endeavor in
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Fanwood Council
the past and that there was a fairly
new skate board park in Clark that
kids could use.

The mayor said the borough’s rec-
reation commission had determined
that the park would be a “good idea”
for those kids in need of positive
activities. She said the commission
wanted to include those kids who
were typically not joining the base-
ball or sports teams and needed a
place to go with their BMX bikes or
skateboards. Mayor Mahr said there
was some grant money for the project
and that it would be a “very different
park” from the one that had been
installed 10 years ago. Council mem-
bers also stated that they did not feel
kids from Fanwood would be travel-
ing to Clark to utilize the county’s
park.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for August 20 at 7:30
p.m. in the council chambers.

WPD Promotes Six
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Six Westfield po-
lice officers were promoted at Tues-
day night’s council meeting, includ-
ing the promotion of Westfield’s first
female ranking officer.

Christopher Battiloro, who started
with the department in 1995 as a
dispatcher, was promoted to captain.
He will serve as the operations cap-
tain in charge of the patrol and traffic
divisions.

Both William Moffitt and Frank
Padavano were promoted from ser-
geant to lieutenant. Lieutenant Moffitt
joined the force in 1990, while Lieu-
tenant Padavano joined in 1998 after
working as a corrections officer.

Three officers, Thomas Ostrander,
Michael Walsh and Lauren Maloney,
were all promoted to the rank of
sergeant. According to Policer Chief
David Wayman, Ms. Maloney is the
“first female ranking officer in the
history of Westfield.” Prior to joining
the Westfield Police Department in
2006, she was a Union County
sherriff’s officer.

Sergeant Ostrander joined the de-
partment as a dispatcher in 2002 and
as a police officer in 2009.


