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TAKING A BREAK...Patty O’Connor, left, and Suzanne Taylor of Westfield
enjoy The Westfield Leader on the Oregon Inlet in Hatteras, N.C.DRAMA QUEEN...Westfield resident Amy S. Green reads The Westfield Leader

outside the main gate of the Kigali Institute of Education in the capital of Rwanda.
Ms. Green, a professor of theater, was in Kigali as part of a delegation from City
University of New York.
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One Seat Ride on RVL
Morris-Essex Line trains also go di-
rectly into New York as well as a small
number of trains from the Gladstone
Branch and Montclair-Boonton lines.

Mr. Robins said Amtrak, which
runs the Northeast Corridor and
manages the transit tunnel, closes
one of the two tubes for mainte-
nance from Friday night to Sunday
night, reducing the slots to five New
York inbound and five outbound
trains, although one of those lines
has been assigned for the Morris-
Essex line.

Mayor Skibitsky said NJ Transit
manages a logistic challenge with
many factors such as how to allocate
the 23 available slots, optimize rider
ship given that Bombardiers handle
eight cars and diesels handle 10 cars
plus the crossover location for power
switching gets congested and faces
energy interface matters.

The mayor said that NJ Transit is

reading the many letters received from
residents. Mayor Skibitsky asked the
public to continue writing letters with
their views to James Weinstein, NJ
Transit chairman, and James
Simpson, New Jersey commissioner
of transportation, addressed to them
at: NJ Transit, One Penn Plaza East,
Newark, N.J. 07105-2246.

Mayor Skibitsky said this is an
important first phase in bringing one-
seat rides to the commuters of the
many towns serviced by the Raritan
Valley Line. Rail planners also are
looking for opportunities to offer
some weekend RVL one-seat ride
service. The mayor said he looks
forward to the day when the service
can be fully implemented.

For more information, see past
newspaper articles of May 9, 2013
and June 13, 2013 that can be
downloaded a t
www.goleader.com.

Clark Center Is Eyed For
Former U.S. Gypsum Site
By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK — Plans for a new town
center at the old 28-acre U.S. Gyp-
sum paper mill lot, located at 1255
Raritan Road in Clark, were presented
to the township’s planning board on
August 1. Although the board was
not able to vote for the approval of the
project due to time restrictions, the
planning board will finish the discus-
sion on Thursday, August 22, at Arthur
L. Johnson High School.

Project developer and owner of
Krame Development Company, Inc.,
William Krame, along with site engi-
neer Lisa DiGerolamo of Paulus
Sokolowski & Sartor, site architect
Charles Dietz of the Dietz Partner-
ship, municipal planning consultant
Christine Nazzaro-Cofone of Cofone
Consulting Group, LLC. and econo-
mist and demographer Richard Read-
ing of Richard Reading and Associ-
ates, all testified on behalf of the
project, discussing details such as
project size, fiscal impacts to the com-
munity and overall goals for the new
and improved area.

“We want to improve the property
and give the town a first-class com-
munity shopping center,” Mr. Krame
said.

Mr. Krame discussed how the
project meets all town ordinance re-
quirements and is moving forward
without any variance or waivers
needed. Ms. Nazzaro-Cofone sup-
ported Mr. Krame by saying the
project is consistent and one that
seems to have no unforeseen issues.

Ms. DiGerolamo presented the spe-
cific plans for the layout of the pro-
posed town center using aerial views
of the property to display what it will
include. Currently titled “Clark Com-
mons,” the community center would
include seven buildings for both re-
tail stores and restaurants with park-
ing and outdoor seating areas. A re-
tention pond would double as a focal
point at the corner of the area along
Raritan Road and Walnut Avenue,
with a fountain in the center and

bench-seating around the perimeter.
Plans also include a pathway that
residents could walk for both plea-
sure and exercise along with multiple
entrances to and from the community
center. The entire area would range
from 241,000 to 245,000 square feet
and have approximately 1,279 park-
ing spaces, Ms. DiGerolamo said.

“We are dressing it up with lots of
vegetation,” Ms. DiGerolamo said.
“There will be lots of color, lots of
outdoor seating – it will be very pe-
destrian-friendly.”

Mr. Dietz explained the layout of
the buildings, saying all the buildings
would face in from the road and would
be visually appealing. The center
would include seven buildings – three
for the main retailers and four free-
standing, individual structures for
single tenants.

“They will be low maintenance,
sustainable and pretty,” Mr. Dietz said.
The majority of the materials used
for the structures would be all-natu-
ral, such as stone, he said, yet the
synthetic materials would mimic the
natural ones in order to give each
building an attractive look.

Once the entire project is com-
plete, Mr. Reading predicted that the
community center would bring in
approximately $1.1 million, allow-
ing for about $911,000 in revenue
after about a $169,000 annual up-
keep cost. Of the revenue to Clark, 55
percent would go directly to the
school district, according to Mr. Read-
ing.

At the second half of the meeting
on Thursday, August 22, the plan-
ning board will hear from traffic and
transportation consultants Jay
Troutman and Scott Kennel of
McDonough and Rea Associates, Inc.
prior to making a decision about Clark
Commons.

Westfield Goes to Bid on
Dredging of Mindowaskin

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — If you’ve noticed the
advertisements for dredging bids in this
newspaper, it’s only one small sign of big
changes to come.

The dredging and repair of
Mindowaskin Pond is the largest piece of
the ongoing Mindowaskin 2018 project,
which aims to restore and improve the
entire park in time for a centennial cel-
ebration in five years.

Town officials are partnering with the
Friends of Mindowaskin Park, a 501(c)(3)
dedicated to the upkeep of the area,
throughout the process, a collaboration
Friends President Debby Burslem and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea both
emphasized.

Predictably, the process of dredging
the pond will be a slow one: After the
lowest qualified bidder is selected, plans
need to be negotiated with town regula-
tions, and funds raised. The actual dredg-
ing process will include not only material
removal, but a repair of the beds and
minor reshaping to improve water flow.

The last time the pond was dredged
was in the mid-1980s, according to Mr.
Gildea, although it was drained several
years ago when the granite overlook on
East Broad Street was built. He says that
currently, the cost of the project is impos-
sible to estimate; pond dredging costs are
based on the volume of material removed,
which is as of yet unknown.

In 2011, Morristown sought to dredge
Foote’s Pond, which spans about three
acres; the plan was ultimately rejected
after town officials were quoted a
$600,000 to $700,000 cost. However, it
is difficult to draw a comparison between
Foote and Mindowaskin because depth
and type of material being removed, as of
yet unmeasured, are both major factors.

No specific financial plan will be de-
veloped ahead of the bids, but revenue is
expected to come from multiple sources.

“We’ll seek grant opportunities, loan
opportunities, and see what the Friends
can come up with,” Mr. Gildea said. “But
ultimately, it’s the town’s responsibility,
so the town will put up a lot of money; the
question’s what other sources can we get
to reduce the burden on the taxpayer.”

Some pathways near the gazebo have
already been repaved, a renovation the
project heads hope will continue through-
out the whole park. It also presents a
fund-raising opportunity, in the style of
the donor bricks which line the area around
the commemorative boulder at the nearby
intersection of Mountain and Lawrence
Avenues.

“The Town of Westfield does that to a
lot of areas, and this particular piece of
property is a great place where families
have always had an impact with large or
small donations,” Mrs. Burslem said.

It is expected that all the necessary
information for the project will be gath-
ered by 2014, and plans will roll forth
from there. Mr. Gildea is aiming for a
winter dredging, when the park is less
used and there is less of a danger of
unpleasant smells. Parts of the park may
be closed off with safety considerations
in mind, but the entire park will never be
paralyzed, leaving it open to public use.

“People do watch the park, they care
about it, they want to make sure it’s kept
going the way it has for years,” said Mr.
Gildea, who says his parents chose to
move to Westfield partially because of
the park.

Meanwhile, the Friends are sitting tight
and looking for ways to get the word out.

“It’s a nice way to leave your mark in
this town,” Mrs. Burslem said. “I always
tell my kids we’re lucky.”

HUD Expected to Sign Off
On Garwood Senior Housing

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The title is expected
to change hands between St. Anne’s
Roman Catholic Church and the Bor-
ough of Garwood this week, accord-
ing to Westfield Senior Housing Cor-
poration (WSHC) President Neil
Sullivan. Deconstruction of the old
St. Anne’s School to make way for a
new senior housing facility is ex-
pected to begin the following week.

“It’s just a matter of a couple of
signatures,” Mr. Sullivan told The
Westfield Leader.

While Mr. Sullivan said that the
title of the property is changing hands,
he expects that it will be another three
to four weeks after that before the
federal Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) issues
WSHC the final building permits,
which will allow for complete demo-
lition and construction. Once that
happens, Mr. Sullivan expects the
project to move “very quickly” and
that it is expected  to be open by
December of 2014.

The project, which was announced
in 2010 by WSHC, has already re-
ceived approval from the borough
for construction of a 72-unit apart-
ment complex for people age 62 and
over.

According to previous statements
from HUD, the project is slated to
receive $11,719,100 for capital costs
and $1,588,500 for rental assistance
over three years.

Mr. Sullivan told The Leader that
WSHC would have liked to have seen
HUD move faster in the approval
process. He said that government fur-
loughs may have caused some de-
lays, as multiple HUD staff members
had to be met with at the same time
and WSHC had to work around their
furlough schedules.

“We have different timelines,” Mr.
Sullivan said of working with HUD.
“The problem projects get the prior-
ity, but we’re the opposite of that;
we’re a model project,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

St. Anne’s School, located along
Cedar Street between Second and
Third Avenues, was closed in 1986.
While the school building and an ad-
jacent convent were rented out at one
time, they currently are vacant. In
2008, prior to WSHC’s current plans,
developer James Ward had proposed a
55-and- older condominium complex
for the site, but the deal fell through.

The proposed development by
WSHC calls for 71 one-bedroom
apartments and one two-bedroom
apartment for a live-in caretaker.
There would be 41 parking spaces
with access to the parking lot from
both Cedar Street and Third Avenue.
The three-story building is proposed
at 36.5 feet from the first floor to the
top with a brick and stucco façade.

WSHC is a not-for-profit corpora-
tion and currently owns and operates
two buildings on Boynton Avenue in
Westfield.

Wells Fargo Sign Request
Carried to Sept. Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A planning board ap-
plication from Wells Fargo Advisors for
a new monument sign and a building sign
has been carried to the Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17 meeting due to the board’s desire
to not see three monument signs on the
property.

Currently, there is only one monument
sign in front of 600 South Avenue, which
only contains the street number. How-
ever, a second sign was approved by the
board of adjustment for the tenant law
firm Lerner David, with a condition set
forth that no additional signage could be
approved without application by the
building’s owner. That sign has not yet
been installed.

At Monday night’s planning board
meeting. Peter Jordan, the applicant’s
engineer, said Lerner David’s applica-
tion was erroneously heard before the
board of adjustment, as it is only sup-
posed to hear applications for illumi-
nated signs and the planning board is
supposed to hear applications for non-
illuminated signs. Town Planner Bill
Drew confirmed that the application was
heard before the zoning board due to a
clerical error.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt told attor-
ney David Hodulik, who is representing
Wells Fargo Advisors, that the board
would rather have one sign for both Lerner

David and Wells Fargo. He suggested
that Wells Fargo Manager Bill Drake
speak to the building owner and Lerner
David to figure out how they could work
together on a single monument sign.

Wells Fargo is also proposing to erect
a sign on the front of the building which
would measure over two feet high by 28
feet wide, which requires variances for
the length of the sign, along with a vari-
ance for the sign’s location. Zoning re-
quires that the sign be mounted no more
than 12 feet high, and Wells Fargo is
proposing to mount it near the top of the
building, which is 37 feet.

Board member Tom Walsh asked Mr.
Drake if the owner is guaranteeing Wells
Fargo naming rights to the building. Mr.
Drake did not know, and Mr. Walsh was
concerned that Lerner David or another
tenant would come before the board ask-
ing for another sign.

Mr. Drake told the board that they are
in need of a sign in order to make it easier
for their clients to find them. He said that
right now he has to tell clients that they
are next to the Merrill Lynch building,
and that is not good for his business.

The board approved minor site plans
for Westfield Medical Properties at 574
Springfield Avenue and for Carlo’s Bak-
ery at 21 East Broad Street. An applica-
tion for the construction of 22 condos at
430, 500, 512, 514 and 516 Central Av-
enue was carried to September meeting.

Westfield Police Department Promotions (see story)

Michael Walsh and Lauren Maloney,
were all promoted to the rank of
sergeant. According to Policer Chief
David Wayman, Ms. Maloney is the
“first female ranking officer in the
history of Westfield.” Prior to joining
the Westfield Police Department in
2006, she was a Union County
sherriff’s officer.

Sergeant Ostrander joined the de-
partment as a dispatcher in 2002 and
as a police officer in 2009.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky told the
crowd of family members and fellow
officers, “I am extremely proud of
our police department,” adding,
“Please, be safe.”

Chief Wayman said that, “I wish I
was able to make more promotions
tonight.” Of those being promoted,
he said, “These officers are outstand-
ing people,” noting their promotion,
“begins an unforgettable chapter in
their career(s).”

In other business, the council ap-
proved a contract with the engineer-
ing firm of Hatch Mott MacDonald
for $23,900 to conduct a comprehen-
sive sewer user fee study. The firm
will analyze the town’s current sewer
fees and potentially make recommen-
dations for changes.

The council approved demolitions
of homes at 309 Belmar Place, 1355
Grandview Avenue, 1258 Summit
Avenue, 132 Ayliffe Avenue, 226
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Westfield Council Meeting
Grove Street and 218 Grove Street.
They also approved the demolition
of a detached garage at 257 Walnut
Street.

Last month the council approved
demolition of the two-family house
located at 257 Walnut by a vote of 5-
1. Neighbors of that property raised
concern that the street’s residents are
attempting to obtain historic classifi-
cation and that construction of a new
two-family home would not be fit-
ting with the rest of the neighbor-
hood.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
handed out a rendering to the council
at its conference session that depicts
the new home with a front porch, and
the garages would be detached and to
the rear of the house. Resident Robert
Burslem raised his concern that with
two garages there would be two drive-
ways, one on either side of the house.

The council also approved a con-
tract for the repaving of parking lot
four behind Baron’s Drug Store.

Councilman James Foerst and
Town Attorney Russ Finestein were
absent from the meeting due to pre-
planned vacations. Corrine LaCroix
Tighe of Finestein and Malloy served
as substitute counsel for the meeting.

Mail-In Ballots
The county’s  Westfield office is

open for voters. See ucnj.org
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N.J. Highlands Representative Seeks
Mountainside Support for Legislation

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — On Tuesday
night, the borough council was addressed
by a member of the New Jersey Highlands
Coalition (NJHC), based out of Boonton.

The NJHC is dedicated to “protect,
enhance and restore the New Jersey High-
lands and to preserve the quality and
quantity of drinking water” in Northern
New Jersey.

The Highlands include parts of
Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic, Somerset,
Sussex and Warren Counties. The repre-
sentative, George Stafford, explained the
area’s composition and its significance.
“It’s the ancient bedrock of an old gigan-
tic mountain system that used to be here,
that was here before the dinosaurs. It’s
been mowed down by glaciers time after
time…It’s this huge reservoir that we all
use,” Mr. Stafford said.

Mr. Stafford requested the council ap-
prove a resolution supporting of the New
Jersey Highlands Water Protection and
Planning Act, which was ratified in 2004.
It was enacted in an effort to protect the

state’s water supply the mainly by pre-
serving open space in the area.

Mr. Stafford stated the act is in danger
due to funding cuts.

According to Mr. Stafford, when an
area is developed in the Highlands it can
impact the water supply for the entire
region. “Open space is not just nice and
pretty areas for bambis and bumblebees,
but it recharges the aquifers and puts
water into the river systems that feed five
million people in New Jersey,” he said.

An aquifer is an underground source
of water, which can be accessed either by
drilling a water well or by letting it flow
to the surface naturally.

Mr. Stafford said, “Every time you
cover an acre in that area, you get four
million gallons annual runoff…that does
two things: it increases flooding in the
downstream areas and it eliminates re-
charge for the rivers and for the aquifers.”

Mr. Stafford said, “A U.S. Geological
Survey states that your community re-
ceives 25 to 50 percent of its water from
Highland sources. That’s where the ac-
tual water comes from.”


