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Angie Melillo blasted a grand
slam home run in the second
inning to send a loud and clear
message to the men of the
Linwood Inn that Awnings Galore
was on the road to a 14-1 victory
in Union County Senior 50+ Soft-
ball League action at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on July 25.

Awnings Galore’s 20-hit bom-
bardment overshadowed some
fine defensive plays from Linwood
Inn infielders, second baseman
John Esposito, shortstop Jim
Sydlo and third baseman Joe
Menza, and centerfielder Steve
Lerner and leftfielder Brian
Schaefer, whose aggressiveness
and willingness to risk injury
dazzled his opponents.

In reality, Awnings Galore ac-

tually plated 15 runs, but Melillo’s
homer made it seven runs in the
inning and a six-run rule was in
effect at the time. Every Awnings
batter got a piece
of the offensive
action, and
Melillo led the
charge, going 2-
for-4 with six RBI
and two runs
scored. Frank
D’Antico rapped
three singles in
his four at-bats,
scored twice and
added three RBI.
Leadoff hitter
Bobby Lorincz
belted a pair of
singles and a
double, walked
once, had an RBI

and scored twice. Tom Breen
also rapped three singles, while
scoring three times and adding
an RBI.

Awnings’ Bruce Crawford
tripled, singled and scored once.
Mike Kovatch slapped a pair of
singles and had an RBI. John

Campanella singled twice,
scored once and had an RBI.
Gary Cuttler doubled and
scored twice. Neil
Granstrand and pitcher Tom
Colandro each singled and
scored once.

Colandro managed to
spread around Linwood
Inn’s 11 hits, with the ex-
ception of the third inning
when he yielded four hits
and their only run. Menza
had two hits and produced
Linwood’s only RBI. Joe
Sarica scored the only run.
Jeff Villani tripled and
singled in his three at-bats,
and pitcher Tommy Sciano

singled twice in his three plate
appearances. Stu Lukowiak,
Sydlo and Lerner each contrib-
uted a single.

After Awnings failed to score in
the top of the first inning, Linwood
Inn threatened with Sarica on
third and Menza on first, but
Awnings’ reliable leftfielder
Granstrand hauled in Sydlo’s long
fly ball.

Crawford opened Awnings’ sec-
ond inning with a triple over the
leftfielder’s head. D’Antico
chopped an RBI single past sec-
ond. Kovatch and Breen singled,
Campanella poked an RBI single
and Colandro hit into a force-out
at home. Lorincz skid an RBI
single and Melillo hammered his
grand slam to far right field to
end the barrage.

AWNINGS’ MELILLO HAMMERS GRAND SLAM HR, 6 RBI; D’ANTICO DRILLS 3 SINGLES, 3 RBI

Awnings Covers Linwood Inn in UC Sr. 50+ Softball, 14-1

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader


