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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the Central Jersey League
Tournament upper bracket crown
up for grabs, the Westfield White
12U baseball team came one
step closer to making its dream a
reality with an 11-1 triumph over
the Springfield Minutemen in the
semifinal round at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield on July 24.

Westfield received solid pitch-
ing performances from starter
Ethan Wolf and reliever Sean
Root and also got an across-the-
board hitting attack.

“We’re feeling pretty good. We
have a couple of key players
back that have been out for the
past few weeks due to injury and
they are immediately contribut-
ing. We had our league champi-
onship game and Sean Boley
immediately contributed; we won

that game, so it’s nice to walk
away with the league champion-
ship. Now that we’re in the tour-
nament, we’re hopeful that we
can get one more win under our
belts to end the season strong,”
Westfield Head Coach Steve Root
said.

Wolf pitched the first three in-
nings and limited Springfield to
just one hit, a double, while walk-
ing one and striking out three.
Root stepped to the mound in the
fourth inning and allowed just
one single and one walk.

“Ethan (Wolf) is new to our
team. We had a lot of high expec-
tations for him and he is really
living up to them. Something
clicked for him when we went up
to Cooperstown and his pitching
has just been phenomenal. I think
when he’s up there with the heat
he throws, it’s tough for the other

hitters to catch up on it. Root, I
can count on him and put him

into the worst positions. One run
lead, bases loaded, no one out,

somehow he gets himself out of
it; doesn’t get rattled, he knows
with a six-run lead, he’s got a
good defense behind him and
just needs to throw his pitches,”
Coach Root said.

Ryan Lashuk walked and pinch
runner Chris Huppart scored
Springfield’s only run in a third-
to-home run down in the second
inning. Only two Minutemen put
the ball in play. Anthony
Petruzziello bashed a double in
the first inning and Rob Villalba
singled in the fourth inning.
Hubbart was robbed of a base hit
on a fine defensive play from
Westfield White shortstop John
Humiston in the second and
Petruzziello returned to the dug-
out empty handed on Nathan
Hefner’s fine play in the fourth
inning.

WF PITCHERS WOLF, ROOT SILENCE MINUTEMEN; HEFNER, WOLF, LEONE EACH GO 2-FOR-2

WF White Stops Springfield in Central Jersey League, 11-1
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