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AMENT 2-RBI 3B, 3 RBI; PANCINI SCORES 2 RUNS, LOFFREDO FIRES 3 PERFECT INNINGS

Chatham Jolts Westfield 11s for N.J. League Crown, 7-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One big inning made the differ-
ence in the outcome of the North
Jersey All-Star League champi-
onship game between the
Chatham baseball 11s and the
Westfield 11s at Gumbert 1 Field
in Westfield on July 29.

Having the draw as the home
team, the Chatham Little Cou-
gars sent all 12 of their players to
the plate in the bottom of the
second inning and scored seven
runs then managed to hold off
come back attempts by Westfield
to earn a 7-4 victory and the
North Jersey League crown.

Chatham’s trip to the champi-
onship game was not easy with
such opponents as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and the Cranford Cou-
gars, who just won the Cal Ripken

State Title.
“We beat Scotch Plains in the

first round then we had to beat
Cranford in the semifinal. They
are a very strong team. We put
up nine runs against them. We
were lucky we caught them on a
night when they were playing
state championship game the
following night,” Chatham Head
Coach Andy Bergman said.

Chatham totaled seven hits. Nick
Knezovik drilled a two-run double
and scored once. Gavin Glasgow
doubled and scored once. Mac
Clark had an RBI single and scored
once. Ryan Drum and Andrew
Mitzak each singled and scored
once. Ben and Ryan Krill each
singled. Tyler Cook (RBI) and Luke
Fekete each scored once.

Westfield totaled six hits and
the most effective one came off

the bat of Ethan Ament, who slipped a two-run triple past the legs of the centerfielder. He also
added a third RBI in the fifth
inning. Nick Russo tapped a pair
of singles, Christian Pansini
singled, stole a base and scored
twice, and Victor Coustan
doubled. Jack Reilly singled and
Andrew Echausse walked and
scored once.

Cook started on the mound for
Chatham and allowed three runs
on two hits and three walks,
while striking out two in three
innings. Clark pitched three in-
nings and ceded one run on four
hits, while walking one and fan-
ning one. Echausse pitched the
first two innings for Westfield,
walked two and struck out two.
Leo Loffredo pitched the final
three innings and retired all nine
Cougars he faced.
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