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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Charlie Riley rapped a ground-
rule double in the bottom of the
sixth inning to score Matt Crowley
with the tying run then Sean Flynn
drilled a walk-off RBI single to earn
the Westfield Blue U12 baseball
team an 8-7 victory over the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) Blue in the
semifinal round of the Central Jer-
sey League playoffs at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on July 24.

The Raider Blue actually had a
9-5 advantage in hits, but
Westfield Blue made very good

use of seven walks, combining
eight stolen bases with numerous
passed balls or wild pitches and a
balk. John Kaminskas started on
the mound and yielded four runs
on two hits and five walks, while
striking out four in three innings.
Dan Wilkinson pitched the final
three innings and allowed four
runs on three hits and two walks,
while fanning three.

“Passed balls and walks really
beat us tonight. Their leadoff
batter got on about every inning.
The first three runs they scored
were walks. We play a little tighter

defense, get a few less walks, it
could be a different story,” Raider
Head Coach Andrew Mulvee said.

“It was a tight game and
throughout the whole thing. You
go back-and-forth. This would
have been for our guys a little
motivation, because it could have
been their last game on this field.
It was motivation to get the job
done, put the ball in play and get
timely hitting,” Westfield Blue
Head Coach Chris Flynn said.

The Raiders had their share of
free passes also with eight but
managed only three stolen bases,
while Westfield’s four pitchers
yielded only one wild pitch. Start-
ing pitcher Jack Sandstedt, in
two innings, allowed two runs on
four hits and one walk, while

striking out two. Matt McIntyre
pitched the third inning, allowing
one run on two hits and two
walks. MJ Catanzaro tossed the
fourth and fifth innings, allowing
four runs on three hits and four
walks, while fanning two. Mike
Carlone pitched shutout ball in
the sixth, allowing only one walk.

Flynn finished 2-for-2 with a
walk, a run scored, an RBI and a
stolen base. Riley also stole third
base in that crucial sixth inning
that set up his winning score.
Crowley also blasted a solo home
run in the third inning. Jack
DiFilippo had an RBI single.
Sandstedt scored twice, and
Catanzaro had a pair of RBI in his
two plate appearances.

Raider Nick Merkel provided a
two-run double, a successful sui-
cide squeeze bunt RBI and a run

scored after a walk. Miles Owens
went 2-for-2 with a two-run
double and a run scored.
Wilkinson singled twice and
scored once. Josh Canavan
walked twice, scored twice, added
an RBI and stole two bases (one
as a courtesy runner). Angelo
DiNizo singled and scored, and
drew a walk. Charlie Fugett
singled, walked and scored once.
Carter Pompino singled, Jon
Koseoglu walked twice and Ted
Giandana walked once.

“It’s always a tight game against
them. We hit the ball well to-
night. What I liked was some of
the guys who haven’t been hit-
ting a lot, came out and got big
hits,” Coach Mulvee said.

SPF took a 2-0 lead in the top of
the first. Canavan walked,

WF WHITE’s RILEY, FLYNN SPARK WIN; SPF’s MERKEL 2 HITS, 3 RBI; OWENS 2 HITS, 2 RBI

WF Blue 12s Sting SPF Blue in Central Jersey Semis, 8-7
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