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Iconic Shore Rockers Join
‘All-Star’ Band for Benefit

HOLMDEL — The hits keep
coming for “The Concert to Save
the Jersey Shore,” scheduled for
Saturday, August 3, at the PNC Bank
Arts Center. Today, the Foundation
to Save the Jersey Shore announced
that legendary DJ Big Joe Henry
has signed on to emcee the concert.
He will also broadcast his top-rated
Saturday program on NJ101.5 live
(10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) from a free
“Taste of the Shore” festival at the
venue prior to the concert.

The headline act for The Concert
to Save the Jersey Shore is O.A.R.,
with Andrew McMahon and Allen
Stone also performing as part of
O.A.R.’s “Sounds of Summer Tour.”

A late addition to the show is an
intriguing group calling itself the
Jersey All-Stars. To date, the band
includes E Street drummer Vini
“Mad Dog” Lopez, guitar virtuoso
Pat Guadagno, and legendary ax
man Bobby Bandiera.

“The All-Stars are being as-
sembled by Big Joe Henry,” said
Warren Diamond, co-founder of
Save the Jersey Shore. “He has
reached out to his pals in the music
business and is calling in some fa-
vors for an important cause. I can’t
wait to see who walks out on stage
that Saturday night.”

“Seats start at $25 for hours and
hours of great music,” said Henry.
“So not only are you contributing
to an important cause, it’s probably
the best live music bargain of the
summer. I want everyone to come

out early, join me at the Taste of the
Shore festival, and bring a few ex-
tra bucks to donate to the different
charities that Save the Jersey Shore
and the O.A.R. guys have invited to
join them at PNC.”

O.A.R. lead guitarist Marc
Roberge spent many childhood
summers on the Jersey Shore. Dur-
ing Superstorm Sandy, his family
home in Margate took a direct hit.
His mother encouraged the group
to do what they could do help the
countless thousands still unable to
move back home. The band folded
The Concert to Save the Jersey
Shore into its summer tour.

“When Big Joe told me about the
commitment O.A.R. was making, I
was blown away,” says Mr.
Guadagno. “I told him ‘I’m in.’ We
are proud to be part of the same bill,
and honored that they agreed to let
us share their stage.”

The Foundation to Save the Jer-
sey Shore is a 501(c)3 charitable
organization dedicated to raising
funds to assist homeowners and
businesses within communities ad-
versely affected by Hurricane
Sandy. The goal of the grassroots
all-volunteer organization is to help
the Jersey Shore maintain its posi-
tion as a major economic force in
the State of New Jersey. Save the
Jersey Shore’s other targeted
fundraising initiatives include
Adopt-A-Home, Adopt-A-Commu-
nity, Reigning Cats and Dogs and
Project SOS (Save Our Season).

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RELIGIOUS ARTIFACTS…St. Peter’s Basilica contains numerous pieces of art
as well as the tombs of Popes dating back 2,000 years.

the holiest Catholic sites. It is the
burial spot of St. Peter himself as
well as the place where dead Popes
are interred and their successors
are formally installed. Out front,
you can see the Loggia of the Bless-
ings, the second-floor balcony from
where a newly-chosen pope is pro-
claimed before he makes his first
appearance to waiting throngs. Back
inside, under the Basilica’s soaring
dome, you can take in one of the
world’s more impressive pieces of
sculpture, the Pieta.

Out front is St. Peter’s Square,
where last spring thousands of the
faithful waited for word of the elec-
tion of a new Pope. This vast plaza,
with the Obelisk from Egypt in its
center, is where the annual Christ-
mas and Easter masses are held and
where the Pope’s public audiences
take place.

Stop for a snack and then press
onward, perhaps to one of Rome’s
many museums. Among the many
are the National Roman Museum,
with several locales housing relics
from the Roman Empire; the Na-
tional Gallery of Modern Art that
features 19th and 20th century art-
work; and Galleria Borghese on the
grounds of Villa Borghese Park.
Shopping in Rome is plentiful, with
shops often tucked on narrow streets
amongst the many cafes and restau-
rants.

I am a big advocate of wandering
aimlessly around cities and stum-

bling across great and interesting
places. During a post-dinner stroll,
we came across Quirinal Palace as
we crossed a small nondescript
plaza fronting the palace’s entry
way, which was manned by a single
guard. There was no fencing, no
security barriers. Nothing besides
the sole guard. Around the corner,
in the shadows of the palace walls,
we consulted our map to discover
that this lightly guarded place was
actually the presidential palace.

Day or night, Trevi Fountain and
the Spanish Steps—both smack in
the middle of retail neighbor-
hoods—need to be seen. The city’s
largest Baroque fountain, the mas-
sive fountain is ringed by ornate
statues and columns, and draws
crowds at all hours. Legend has it
that if visitors throw a coin into the
fountain, they are ensured a return
to Rome. Several blocks away are
the Spanish Steps, another gather-
ing spot, night and day. The 135
steps climb a steep hill from Piazza
di Spagna and, at the top, offer a
beautiful view of Rome to the west,
including the dome of St. Peter’s.

Just as any other great and his-
toric city should not be experienced
once and for all in just a single day,
one day in Rome is certainly not
enough. But seeing the major sights
allows you to plan future visits with
more time to visit lesser-known
places and just wander the city and
see what else can be discovered.

‘Family Fun and Flix’ Teams
Up with National Night Out
SPRINGFIELD – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal announce that the
next evening of “Family Fun and Flix”
– the free summer entertainment and
film series on Tuesday evenings – will
team-up with National Night Out or-
ganizers on Tuesday, August 6, at
Meisel Park, off Meisel Avenue in
Springfield.

National Night Out activities start at
6 p.m. and then at sunset, after 8 p.m.,
the audience can enjoy the animated
family comedy “Cloudy with a Chance
of Meatballs.” This will give families
a chance to participate in the 30th
annual nationwide community safety
event – including free hot dogs, pop-
corn and refreshments; balloons, in-
flatable slides and activities for kids;
and an assortment of emergency ve-
hicles – and then catch a movie under
the stars in Meisel Park.

Children of all ages will enjoy the
animated comedy family film “Cloudy

with a Chance of Meatballs,” about a
young inventor whose unique devices
inadvertently create a massive food
storm that threatens the town of
Chewandswallow. The 2009 movie
features the voices of Bill Hader,
Anna Faris, James Caan, Mr. T,
Lauren Graham, Al Roker and Will
Forte.

This summer’s Family Fun and
Flix will conclude on Tuesday, Au-
gust 13, at Conant Park in Hillside,
where the Trailside Eco Van will fea-
ture a display about turtles, snakes
and other local reptiles, before the
animated comedy movie, “Madagas-
car 3: Europe’s Most Wanted.”

Family Fun and Flix movies start at
dusk, weather permitting. For more
information, call the Union County
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal at (908) 527-4900 or
visit the Union County website
www.ucnj.org. For program and rain
information call (908) 558-4079 after
3 p.m. on the day of the show.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Red 2”
One Good Turn Doesn’t Deserve Another

1 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 Prologue: About a million years
ago, contemplating my mortality
whilst driving across the Neversink
River in New York State, I glanced
over to my wife Joanne and opined
that Mick Jagger and the Rolling
Stones might one day entertain us at
some old age home. “Cool!” was her
automatically optimistic response. I
was heartened. The moment replayed
as I watched director Dean Parisot’s
“Red 2.” I surmise a connection.

 Unless your memory isn’t what it
used to be, you’ll recall that the first
“Red” (2010), about an assorted se-
lection of retired secret agents im-
pressed back into action, waxed en-
tertainingly about its subjects’ endur-
ing vitality and validity. They shot
‘em up like gangbusters, effusively
bantering along their merry way. A
good cast of relatively aged actors
dedicated to dismissing a buffet of
stereotypes about the latest Medicare
generation made it good fun.

 But this reprise, bereft of the nov-
elty factor and weak of script, pushes
too hard, resultantly suffering all the
aches and pains of advanced
sequelitis. Again trying to rescue
humankind, this time from a rogue
scientist’s portable nuclear bomb, our
graying crew employs all the usual
modes of devastation. Pity is, it’s
generic fodder, Action Formula 101,
lifted right off the old shelf.

 Granted, Bruce Willis as Frank,
the killing machine from whence the
franchise gets its title (Retired Ex-
tremely Dangerous), carries the re-
cycled idea further than it deserves
via his signature glibness. His
tongue planted so firmly in cheek
that ancient mariners might have
chosen that constant instead of the
North Star to guide their way, he is
blessed with a teasing likeability.
While you’re not quite sure where
Frank is coming from, you never
doubt he’s one of the good guys.

 Of course forget about trying to
explain what lurks within the cere-
bral catacombs of Marvin, his part-
ner in derring-do psycho-comically
portrayed by John Malkovich. The
paranoid victim of CIA LSD ex-
perimentation is an oxymoron unto
himself. Yet, for all the absurdity
Frank and Marvin embody, Messrs.
Willis and Malkovich are nonethe-
less facile enough in their interpre-
tations to have us believing they are
indeed best friends.

 That they are complemented by
truly thespic royalty in the persona
of Helen Mirren’s Victoria, the veri-
table black widow of female covert
operatives, lends this geriatric fan-
tasy yet more reason for suspension
of disbelief. Conversely, most of
the ancillary crew cancel out that
justification.

 Especially egregious is Mary-
Louise Parker as Sarah, Frank’s
main squeeze since their acquain-
tance and subsequent life-and-death
convolutions in episode 1. Playing
the significant other as amateur
cloak-and-dagger gal, she originally
lent a soupcon of cute, which here
overstays its welcome. Ideally, the
role requires the sort of iconic,
stand-alone wit and élan Myrna Loy
personified in the “Thin Man.” As
Senator Lloyd Bentsen might have
been moved to inform Parker’s now
annoying presence, “You’re no Nora
Charles.”

 Not to belabor the point—al-
though her painful depiction cer-
tainly deserves some critical re-

venge— I can’t remember the last
time one specific performance was
so fully responsible for ruining a
film. Channeling Poe, I have noth-
ing against the woman. She never
wronged me. I think it is her silly
smile, that voice. Yes, it is that.

 But it’s not all her fault. The
entire premise is based on the chi-
mera that the troika of Baby
Boomers still has what it takes to
preserve truth, justice and the
American way. Yet, along the way
to extolling Frank’s undeniable love
for the Kansan-turned-Mata Hari,
the plot contradictorily implies the
gang couldn’t save the world with-
out its junior partner.

 Less objectionable, probably due
in large part to her comeliness, is
Catherine Zeta-Jones as Katja,
Frank’s Russian counterpart and
former heartthrob. We’re unsure
where her loyalty lies…but not re-
ally. And, though displaying flour-
ishes of his dramatic greatness, An-
thony Hopkins’s genius bad guy,
the bomb-inventing Dr. Bailey is,
alas, no Hannibal Lecter. Partially
ameliorating this shortcoming in
the villainy department, Neal
McDonough is adequately distaste-
ful as Jack Horton, the duplicitous
CIA agent.

 But, lest this review takes the
shape of an apology owing largely
to the zanily convivial, Willis-
Malkovich pairing, it behooves to
stress that even they can’t rise above
this mishmash rehash delivered in
perfunctory, cookie cutter fashion.
Its potential squandered by poor
writing and ineffectual supporting
stints, “Red 2” is irrefutable proof
that there shouldn’t be a “Red 3.”

 Postscript: And so, if in the hope-
fully far distant future a survey de-
livered with my dinner, just to the
right of the Jell-O, asks me to check
whether I’d prefer to see “Red 2” or
the visiting Rolling Stones in the
game room come Saturday night,
I’m confident of my choice.

…
“Red 2,” rated PG-13, is a Summit

Entertainment release directed by Dean
Parisot and stars Bruce Willis, Mary-
Louise Parker and John Malkovich.
Running time: 116 minutes

Westfield Foundation Grant
Awarded to Max Flysch

WESTFIELD - Max Flysch, a jun-
ior at Westfield High School, was
selected to receive the Summer Youth
Employment Grant from The West-
field Foundation to be employed at
the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts (NJWA) Summer Workshop.

The Westfield Foundation encour-
ages and helps fund various organi-
zations by giving students in the com-
munity the opportunity to develop
workplace skills and expand their
knowledge of job opportunities.
When applying for the Westfield
Foundation Grant, Pamela Aslin, Di-
rector of the NJWA Summer Work-
shop, described the importance of
having an assistant in the robotics
program. “The grant would afford us
the opportunity to properly deliver
this curriculum in the way that is
most beneficial to the student, and of
equal importance, it offers a learning
opportunity for the grant recipient to
learn valuable skills that can be used
in future workplace endeavors,” Mrs.
Aslin said.

Max is an assistant in the LEGO
Education Robotics program, assist-
ing in five classes daily that utilize a
variety of LEGO Education’s cur-
riculum. Prior to the opening of this
year’s workshop, he did preliminary
work to learn the programming and
he assists daily with the charts that
record the various group challenges.
He commented that “It is always a
pleasure to see each child grow and
learn to work in small groups over the
course of the camp.”

During the school year, Max
worked as an aide in a program at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. At
Westfield High School, he is a mem-
ber of the Model United Nations and
Youth in Government. Very active in

his musical pursuits, Max is an ac-
complished pianist and also plays the
saxophone in the jazz, marching and
symphonic bands at WHS and has
recently begun taking bassoon les-
sons. He has been a member of both
the NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band the
Summer Symphony Orchestra.

The NJWA Summer Workshop is a
division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a non-profit 501 (c) 3
organization, located at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield. For more
information about the NJWA, call
(908) 789-9696 or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Free Concert by Tusk
At Oak Ridge Park

CLARK – The Union County Sum-
mer Arts Festival concert series contin-
ues its 53rd season of music Wednes-
day evening, August 7, with a perfor-
mance by Tusk, celebrating the music
of the British/American rock band
Fleetwood Mac. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, led by
Chairman Linda Carter, invites the pub-
lic to attend this free concert that begins
at 7:30 p.m. in Oak Ridge Park in
Clark.

Tusk covers the music of Fleetwood
Mac to perfection. The group is made
up of incredible musicians, including
Kathy Phillips, a New Jersey singer/
songwriter who captures the essence of
Stevie Nicks, along with Kim Williams
on keyboards and vocals, Scott
McDonald on guitar, drummer Tom
Nelson and bassist Randy Artiglere.
Expect to hear great songs like “Land-
slide,” “Rhiannon,” “Go Your Own
Way,” “Dreams,” and “Don’t Stop
Thinking about Tomorrow” and see a
memorable show that will impress even
the most diehard Fleetwood Mac fans.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site with person-
nel from the Union County Division of

Planning and Community Develop-
ment, Bureaus of Housing and Trans-
portation, and other knowledgeable
staff to answer questions and offer in-
formation about programs and activi-
ties that are available to Union County
residents.

The Summer Arts Festival concerts
begin at 7:30 p.m. The concerts in
August will be at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark. Lawn chairs, blankets and pic-
nic baskets are encouraged. Refresh-
ments will be available from vendors,
including ice cream, cotton candy and
snacks from “The Ice Cream Man.”
Pulled pork, hamburgers and specialty
hot dogs will be available from “Marci’s
Dog House,” winner of Best Topping
and Best Truck categories on the 2012
Munchmobile tour of New Jersey.

The other free concerts in the Union
County Summer Arts Festival series
include: August 14 – The Sensational
Soul Cruisers; at Oak Ridge Park; Au-
gust 21 – Verdict (reggae and Carib-
bean music); at Oak Ridge Park; Au-
gust 28 – The British Invasion Tribute;
at Oak Ridge Park. A special Veterans
Appreciation Program will take place
at 7 p.m. before the concert.

Tusk

SUMMER WORKSHOP…As the re-
cipient of the 2013 Summer Youth Em-
ployment Grant from the Westfield
Foundation, Max Flysch works as an
assistant in the LEGO Education Ro-
botics program at the NJWA Summer
Workshop.
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Gene and Shelley Enlow Hall
Announces 2013-14 Season

UNION – Gene and Shelley Enlow
Recital Hall (Enlow Hall) at Kean
University 2013-14 Season will
present 12 one-night-only concerts
featuring today’s leading musicians in
classical, jazz, pop and world music.

Situated on Kean University’s East
Campus, Enlow Hall is renowned for
its superb acoustics and elegant de-
sign. With just 300 spectacular seats,
Enlow Hall has been praised by noted
performers and patrons for its inti-
mate ambiance and close proximity
between musicians and audience
members.

Enlow Hall will open its 2013-14
season with a not-to-be-missed open-
ing night concert by a true icon of
modern music – legendary pianist and
composer Herbie Hancock on Satur-
day, October 5, at 7:30 p.m.. An inte-
gral part of every jazz movement since
the 1960s, Hancock is a 14-time
Grammy® Award winner and re-
nowned for his solo works “Canta-
loupe Island,” “Watermelon Man,”
“Maiden Voyage,” “Chameleon,” and

singles “I Thought It Was You” and
“Rockit.”

The fall season continues with up-
and-coming, suspender-snapping,
indie-folk trio The Lone Bellow on
Saturday, October 19, at 7:30 p.m.;
New Jersey’s virtuoso chamber or-
chestra Arco Ensemble on Sunday,
October 27, at 3 p.m. conducted by
Stewart Robertson; World Blues on
Sunday, November 10, at 3 p.m. an-
chored by Blues Hall of Fame in-
ductee Taj Mahal and concludes with
Grammy® Award winning sitar
player and composer Anoushka
Shankar on Sunday, November 17, at
3 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased by call-
ing Kean Stage Box Office at (908)
737-SHOW (7469), online at
EnlowHall.kean.edu or in person at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater
Box Office located at 1000 Morris
Avenue in Union.

For complete Enlow Hall 2013-14
Season information, visit
enlowhall.kean.edu.

4-H Students Add Spark to
Statewide Gathering

UNION COUNTY – Every year,
dozens of Union County students
in grades one through twelve join a
local 4-H club to explore their fa-
vorite interests and activities, and
this year a select group of six was
invited to demonstrate their knowl-
edge at the statewide 4-H Presenta-
tion Contest, held at Rutgers Uni-
versity last month.

Union County 4-H clubs cover a
broad range of interests and activi-
ties including horticulture, history,
archery, Lego robotics, cooking, pet
care and much more.

4-H is a long running national
youth development program. It
originated in efforts by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to con-
nect rural youth with up-to-date

farming practices and related sub-
jects, through a nationwide network
of county-based Extension offices.

In its modern iteration, 4-H of-
fers young people the chance to
develop expertise in a wide range
of topics while gaining experience
in public speaking, organization,
team building and other essential
skills.

The 4-H schedule runs concur-
rently with the school year. Each
spring the students can provide a
formal presentation of their project
before a live audience. The present-
ers who earn a score of “Excellent”
are invited to participate in the state-
wide contest each June.

This year, 175 4-H students par-
ticipated in the statewide contest,
including six from Union County:

Kyle Grant of Union (Teen Coun-
cil) gave a formal speech entitled
“High School Expectations.”

Adrian Lam of Westfield (Lego
Club and Archery Club) spoke about
What is PCR? (PCR stands for Poly-
merase Chain Reaction).

Neeraj Shekhar of Westfield
(Teen Council) delivered a talk en-
title “Every Drop Counts”

Vivek Sreenivasan of Westfield
(Lego Club) spoke about “Rubik’s
Cubes: The puzzle that puzzled the
world.”

Michael Stokes of Westfield (Ar-
chery Club) spoke about Pole Vault-
ing.

Kirsten Waldmann of Roselle
(Living History Club) spoke about
Cornhusk Dolls and how to make
them.

For those interested in joining or
leading a Union County 4-H club,
an Open House will be held on
Friday, September 27, from 6 to 9
p.m. at the Rutgers Cooperative Ex-
tension offices in Westfield, 300
North Avenue East.

goleader.com


