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WF’s RILEY, FLYNN SPARK WIN; SPF’s MERKEL 3 RBI

WF Blue 12s Sting SPF Blue
In Central Jersey Semis, 8-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Charlie Riley rapped a ground-rule
double in the bottom of the sixth
inning to score Matt Crowley with
the tying run then Sean Flynn drilled
a walk-off RBI single to earn the
Westfield Blue U12 baseball team an
8-7 victory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) Blue in the semifinal

round of the Central Jersey League
playoffs at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on July 24.

The Raider Blue actually had a 9-
5 advantage in hits, but Westfield
Blue made very good use of seven
walks, combining eight stolen bases
with numerous passed balls or wild
pitches and a balk. John Kaminskas
started on the mound and yielded

four runs on two hits and five walks,
while striking out four in three in-
nings. Dan Wilkinson pitched the fi-
nal three innings and allowed four
runs on three hits and two walks,
while fanning three.

“Passed balls and walks really beat
us tonight. Their leadoff batter got on
about every inning. The first three
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AMENT 3 RBI, LOFFREDO FIRES 3 PERFECT INNINGS

Chatham Jolts Westfield 11s
For N.J. League Crown, 7-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One big inning made the differ-
ence in the outcome of the North
Jersey All-Star League championship
game between the Chatham baseball
11s and the Westfield 11s at Gumbert
1 Field in Westfield on July 29.

Having the draw as the home team,
the Chatham Little Cougars sent all
12 of their players to the plate in the
bottom of the second inning and
scored seven runs then managed to
hold off come back attempts by
Westfield to earn a 7-4 victory and
the North Jersey League crown.

Chatham’s trip to the champion-
ship game was not easy with such
opponents as Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and the Cranford Cougars, who just
won the Cal Ripken State Title.

“We beat Scotch Plains in the first
round then we had to beat Cranford

in the semifinal. They are a very
strong team. We put up nine runs
against them. We were lucky we
caught them on a night when they
were playing state championship
game the following night,” Chatham
Head Coach Andy Bergman said.

Chatham totaled seven hits. Nick
Knezovik drilled a two-run double
and scored once. Gavin Glasgow
doubled and scored once. Mac Clark
had an RBI single and scored once.
Ryan Drum and Andrew Mitzak each
singled and scored once. Ben and
Ryan Krill each singled. Tyler Cook
(RBI) and Luke Fekete each scored
once.

Westfield totaled six hits and the
most effective one came off the bat of
Ethan Ament, who slipped a two-run
triple past the legs of the centerfielder.
He also added a third RBI in the fifth
inning. Nick Russo tapped a pair of

singles, Christian Pansini singled,
stole a base and scored twice, and
Victor Coustan doubled. Jack Reilly
singled and Andrew Echausse walked
and scored once.

Cook started on the mound for
Chatham and allowed three runs on
two hits and three walks, while strik-
ing out two in three innings. Clark
pitched three innings and ceded one
run on four hits, while walking one
and fanning one. Echausse pitched
the first two innings for Westfield,
walked two and struck out two. Leo
Loffredo pitched the final three in-
nings and retired all nine Cougars he
faced.

“Leo Loffredo is a tremendous
pitcher. He’s had Chatham’s number
all year. He shut them down and held
us in contention. Chatham can hit the
ball all over the field. We’ve had
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MELILLO RAPS GRAND SLAM; D’ANTICO 3 1Bs, 3 RBI

Awnings Covers Linwood Inn
In U.C. Sr. 50+ Softball, 14-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Angie Melillo blasted a grand slam
home run in the second inning to
send a loud and clear message to the
men of the Linwood Inn that Aw-
nings Galore was on the road to a 14-
1 victory in Union County Senior
50+ Softball League action at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
July 25.

Awnings Galore’s 20-hit bombard-
ment overshadowed some fine de-
fensive plays from Linwood Inn in-
fielders, second baseman John
Esposito, shortstop Jim Sydlo and
third baseman Joe Menza, and

centerfielder Steve Lerner and
leftfielder Brian Schaefer, whose ag-
gressiveness and willingness to risk
injury dazzled his opponents.

In reality, Awnings Galore actually
plated 15 runs, but Melillo’s homer
made it seven runs in the inning and
a six-run rule was in effect at the time.
Every Awnings batter got a piece of
the offensive action, and Melillo led
the charge, going 2-for-4 with six
RBI and two runs scored. Frank
D’Antico rapped three singles in his
four at-bats, scored twice and added
three RBI. Leadoff hitter Bobby
Lorincz belted a pair of singles and a
double, walked once, had an RBI and

scored twice. Tom Breen also rapped
three singles, while scoring three
times and adding an RBI.

Awnings’ Bruce Crawford tripled,
singled and scored once. Mike
Kovatch slapped a pair of singles and
had an RBI. John Campanella singled
twice, scored once and had an RBI.
Gary Cuttler doubled and scored
twice. Neil Granstrand and pitcher
Tom Colandro each singled and
scored once.

Colandro managed to spread
around Linwood Inn’s 11 hits, with
the exception of the third inning when
he yielded four hits and their only
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUGGLING THE BALL...Westfield Blue second baseman Aiden Gilman, left, juggles the ball as Raider Josh Canavan
steals second in the first inning at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on Julky 24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FINAL OUT OF THE INNING...Linwood Inn second baseman John Esposito, tags the bag to get the force
out on Awnings’ Tom Colandro for the third out of the seventh inning at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on July 25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK IN THE NICK OF TIME...Westfield base runner Christian Pancini dives back to third in the nick of time just before
Chatham third baseman Gavin Glasgow makes the tag during the North Jersey League championship gameat Gumbert
1 Field in Westfield on July 29. Chatham held on for a 7-4 victory.
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