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AUGUST 2013 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Closed Sundays  

Closed August 31– September 2 for Labor Day 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

8/2  1:30 pm TGIF! Bob Hope (video) 

8/5  2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “A Royal Affair”  Danish 

8/7  7:00 pm “Henry V” Shakespeare Theatre of NJ  

8/9  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “My Favorite Blonde” 
with Bob Hope and Madeleine Carroll 

8/12  2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “A Simple Life” Cantonese 

8/14  7:00 pm Building a Legend: Emily Roebling and The 
Brooklyn Bridge 

8/1 10:30 to  
11:15 am 

Feeling Crafty? Enjoy a story and then create a 
special craft centered around our “Dig into 
Reading” Summer Reading Club theme. Ages 4 
and 5. 

8/2, 9, 
16, 23 

3:00 to  
3:30 pm 

Memorial Pool Storytime - Free admission to 
pool with your WML card (no swimming). $6 
entrance fee per person if you’re not a pool 
member and you plan to swim. Parent must 
accompany child. All ages. 

8/7, 14, 
21 

10:30 to  
11:00 am  

It’s Movie Time-Animated versions of picture 
books. Parent must accompany child. All ages. 

• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

General Practice
Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce Law
Accredited Family Law Mediator

201 South Avenue

Westfield

654-8885

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

County Needs to Focus More on
Relief Efforts, Less on Entertainment

I Am Running for Freeholder to
Bring Two-Party Gov. Back to County

Is Defacing of Lincoln Memorial
A Sign of Growing Disrespect?

Letters to the Editor
On Thursday, July 25, 2013, I cam-

paigned alongside Union County Re-
publican Freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger in the Borough of New Provi-
dence and the Township of Scotch
Plains. In this time on the campaign
trail along these areas of Union
County, too many of the residents of
both towns mentioned that they have
still a lot of damage from Hurricanes
Sandy and Irene and that property
taxes and other taxes are too high
compared to other counties in the
State of New Jersey.

One citizen from Cranford Town-
ship who attended the New Provi-
dence concert series stated, “The
county freeholders need to have a
better plan for a hurricane, because in
the last couple of years many of the
residents of Cranford living in flood-
prone areas don’t get the assistance

that they need from the freeholders,
where the damages are ranging from
$93,000-plus for many residents that
live in the Cranford area.” On cam-
paigning not only Cranford residents
have the same feeling about the free-
holders’ lack of assistance in hurri-
cane relief and planning, the resi-
dents of New Providence have the
same feeling as well.

The Union County Freeholders that
are currently in office need to focus
more on these matters than on enter-
tainment and wasteful programs that
waste the money of the taxpayers.
More programs on weather disaster
planning and assistance relief need to
be established; people in the sur-
rounding areas of Union County don’t
know what to do in planning for these
types of events.

A couple of Scotch Plains resi-
dents that attended the summer con-
cert series also mentioned, “That
property taxes are too high in Union
County compared to the following
counties: Morris, Middlesex,
Somerset, Monmouth, Warren and
Ocean. As a result of the skyrocket-
ing cost of property taxes in the
county, many people are leaving the
county because of the problem. An-
other resident mentioned, “What
would you do to alleviate this prob-
lem that Scotch Plains and Union
County residents have had for the last
couple of years?”

[Candidate] Ira Geiger stated, “If
I’m along with my team elected to
the positions of freeholder of Union
County, I will try to increase the
amount of assistance and relief for
Union County residents in terms of
hurricanes and other weather disas-
ters. I will try to make Union County
more affordable to all the residents
and listen to all their concerns. As a
public official, you’re supposed to
listen to what the people want and
many want a more efficient county
government that listens to the people
and eliminate wasteful spending.
That’s what the Republican candi-
dates Ira Geiger, Mark Krauss and
Mark Martini bring to Union County.”

Joseph Aubourg
Roselle

In 2009, while campaigning for
the Township Committee of Spring-
field, I knocked on the door of one
resident on Shunpike Avenue. I knew
based on my list that she was a regis-
tered Democrat and a senior citizen.
I knocked on the door and was greeted
by a very nice lady who reminded me
of my grandmother. I introduced
myself, we talked about the town and
I gave her some campaign literature.
I asked if she had any questions. She
smiled and said, “You know I’m a
Democrat?” I replied, “Yes ma’am,”
and then she said something I haven’t
forgotten since. “I vote Republican
for Freeholder.” I naturally had to
ask, “Why?” It was her response that
has stuck with me ever since. “I want
someone to keep an eye on them.” At
the time I didn’t fully understand the
complexities of Union County gov-
ernment as well as I do now. This
senior citizen, who is a lifelong Demo-
crat, knew that one-party rule doesn’t
make for healthy government. It leads
to the abuse of authority and violates
the public trust. She wanted someone
from the Republican Party to serve
on the Board of Chosen Freeholders,
just “to keep an eye on them” if
nothing else.

The last Republican to sit on the
Board of Chosen Freeholders was 15
years ago and they were last elected
18 years ago. So for the last 15 years
there has been no one to keep an eye
on them from the inside. Union
County is ruled by one party solely
responsible for raising your taxes
every year.

In 2009, Jerry Fernandez and I
won both seats on the township com-
mittee in Springfield the same year
Governor Christie won. During two
of the three years Jerry and I held the
majority along with former Mayor
and Army veteran, Ziad Shehady. As
a committeeman, I chaired numer-
ous sub-committees, gaining invalu-
able insight into finance, public safety,
public works and administration of
local government for a township of
15,000 residents as to how govern-

ment works.
We only held the majority in 2010

and 2012; however, we were able to
save over $1 million a year by switch-
ing to the state health-care plan for
township employees. We restructured
the police and fire departments to run
more effectively and efficiently and
promoted qualified and competent
leaders despite interference from the
former Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow. Started and supported
the Business Improvement District
which is now an independent organi-
zation comprised of business own-
ers, landlords and residents with real
goals of improving Springfield’s
downtown and other business areas.
The BID ordinance sat dormant for
20 years until we dusted it off and
breathed life into it again. Supported
and bonded the new turf field in front
of Jonathan Dayton High School,
which is going to become the center-
piece of Springfield to rally around
and support our local high school
teams, and my personal favorite, a
new enclosed toddler park on Wabeno
Avenue and many more initiatives.
The bottom line is that we made
tough decisions and took action for
the good of Springfield.

As a retired Army officer with over
21 years of honorable active duty
military service and two tours in Iraq,
I know and understand what mission
accomplishment is and how to achieve
it. I still live by the Army values of
Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless Ser-
vice, Honor, Integrity, and Personal
Courage (LeaDeRSHIP). They are
not mutually exclusive to the Army,
and I will apply them when elected to
the Board of Chosen Freeholders. I
served our country, I served my com-
munity and now I want to serve you
as a member of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. It is
time to downsize and re-evaluate our
county government by lowering taxes
and while maintaining essential ser-
vices.

Marc Krauss
GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Lance’s Vote on Farm
Bill A Disappointment
As one of his many voters who care

deeply about treating animals and our
environment with basic decency, Rep.
Lance’s recent vote in favor of the
House farm bill is a disappointment at
best. In its present form, the bill con-
tains one of the most serious threats to
state animal welfare laws in history:
the King amendment, which proposes
to create a federal preemption of state
animal welfare laws. If passed, it will
also have a significant impact on the
right of states to protect the health,
safety and welfare of their citizens and
local businesses.

Thankfully, the Senate refused to
include similar language in their own
version of the bill, so the debate con-
tinues. Rep. Lance, as your constitu-
ent, I urge you to please seize this
opportunity to work to remove this
harmful language from the final ver-
sion of the farm bill.

Dr. Judith Figlo
Branchburg

The magnificent and awe-inspiring
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.
was vandalized in the early morning
hours of July 26, 2013. The United
States Park Service reported that a
patrol officer had found green paint
splashed on the floor near the famous
statue of President Abraham Lincoln
and some paint was found on the base
of the statue. The memorial has been
closed until the Park Service can clean
off the paint. An investigation is being
conducted to find out who did this
dastardly thing.

Is such a deed a sign of our times?
That there is a growing disrespect for
authority? For even something as sig-
nificant and meaningful to the nation
as the Lincoln Memorial?

 Will there be the need for yet more
security to protect the symbols of and
memorials to the greatness that is our
country and the greatness of those who
nobly served it?

It is dispiriting to know that the
Lincoln Memorial, of all places, was
desecrated. For President Lincoln was
the Great Emancipator, the author of
the Gettysburg Address with its “that
government of the people, by the
people, for the people shall not perish
from the earth,” the man who said in
his second inaugural address on March
4,1865, “With malice toward none,
with charity for all,” who advised in his
first inaugural address on March 4,1861
that people be “touched, as surely they
will be, by the better angels of our
nature,” and who held the Union to-
gether.

 In a cynical age, nothing seems safe
from ridicule and derision and mock-
ery and unfair criticism and worse.

 But still ring the words that Presi-
dent Lincoln spoke and still stand the

actions that he took in those dark days
of Civil War. Nothing, not green paint,
not scholarly disputation, can deny his
greatness and the greatness of his cause.

 We should always bear in mind the
words of the English poet John Keats
who ended his “Ode on a Grecian Urn”
thus, “Beauty is truth, truth beauty,-
that is all Ye know on earth, and all ye
need to know.”

 The beauty of President Lincoln’s
words and actions is truth and this truth
shall not perish from this earth!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Libertarian Party
For Governor

AREA — On Monday, Kenneth
Kaplan, Libertarian candidate for
New Jersey governor, submitted to
the Division of Elections the name of
his pick for Lieutenant Governor. His
choice is Brenda Faith Bell, a 53-
year-old diabetes and health advo-
cate from North Plainfield.

“I have known Brenda for a num-
ber of years, and admire her passion
for causes she believes in,” said Mr.
Kaplan. “She is originally from Long
Beach, N.Y., and grew up on the
barrier beach, so she is familiar with
some of the ecological and economic
issues of beach towns. Her experi-
ence will be invaluable as our shore
towns continue to recover from
Superstorm Sandy.”

Ms. Bell attended Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, where she
studied nuclear engineering and ob-
tained a Bachelor of Science degree.
While at MIT, she was a member of
the women’s fencing team.

She began her community service
as a Girl Scout in the Nassau and
Patriots’ Trail councils. In more re-
cent years, she has been a member of
Friends of the Faire, supporting the
New York Renaissance Faire in Tux-
edo, N.Y. She is active in the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association, and cur-
rently serves on the Tour de Cure
Committee. Ms. Bell also is a Red
Rider, the designation for a partici-
pant in the tour who has diabetes.

She is very knowledgeable about
computers, and is secretary of the
Amateur Computer Group of New
Jersey. Ms. Bell also is active in
STARFLEET, the Star Trek fan asso-
ciation. Ms. Bell, who is employed in
sales, lives in North Plainfield with
her partner of 23 years, Frank War-
ren, Jr.
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