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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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•

Whole-heartedly better.

Introducing HeartHealth, comprehensive 
cardiology services integrating the acclaimed 
services of RWJ Rahway with the world-class 
expertise and state-of-the-art resources of 
the Robert Wood Johnson Health System. 

From emergency services to advanced treatment, 
rehabilitation, diagnostics and preventative  
care, HeartHealth is a whole-heartedly better 
approach to care, dedicated to helping our 
community GET BETTER. STAY BETTER.

Electrophysiology � TAVR for aortic stenosis � Atrial fibrillation ablation 
Minimally invasive robotic surgery � Ventricular assist device � Heart transplantation

The Cardiovascular Center of Excellence at RWJ University Hospital
Renowned academic medicine and advanced heart care:

865 Stone St. � Rahway, NJ 
732.381.4200 � RWJHeartHealth.com

Reinhardt Receives Lifetime
Achievement Award

Quattrocchi to Give
‘State of Borough’ Talk

GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi will deliver a
“State of the Borough” report at the
Pointe, the condominium complex
between Maple and Chestnut Streets,
on Thursday, August 22, and
Garwood residents have been invited
to attend.

“Each year, the President of the
United States delivers a State of the
Union address,” said Christine Spear,
the president of the condominium’s
board, “and the governor delivers a
State of the State address. We thought
Garwood residents would benefit
from a similar talk about municipal
affairs, and we hope our neighbors
will join us.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi has been asked
to address such matters as the status
of the athletic complex, the possibil-
ity of a town-wide re-evaluation, the
proposal to outsource trash collec-
tion, the impact of impending mu-
nicipal retirements, the prospect of
more services shared with nearby
towns and the outlook for develop-
ment on North Avenue.

Attendees will be welcome to ask
questions and to enjoy light refresh-
ments after the discussion..

The event will begin at 7:30 p.m. in
the clubhouse at the Pointe. Parking
is available in the large lot behind the
commercial buildings on North Av-
enue between Maple and Chestnut
Streets. A stairway leads from the lot
to the clubhouse.

WESTFIELD — Westfield jour-
nalist Bill Reinhardt was honored
with a lifetime achievement award
on July 25 by the American Road
and Transportation Builders Asso-
ciation (ARTBA), a Washington,
D.C.-based association of public
and private interests promoting in-
vestment in transportation infra-
structure.

The award was presented during a
dinner ceremony at the new Ameri-
can History wing of the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, D.C. The
audience of 150 included transporta-
tion industry thought-leaders in busi-
ness, government, academia and pub-
lic policy.

Mr. Reinhardt reports and writes
a monthly newsletter,  Public
Works Financing (PWF), which
explores innovative contracting
methods for preventing the huge
cost overruns typical on large in-
frastructure projects. His specific
focus is public-private partner-
ships (PPPs).

PPPs are a new way to design,
build and operate major projects with
a single point of responsibility for
schedule, cost and operating perfor-
mance. Most states have lost the abil-
ity to manage large transportation
projects. Over 30 have passed legis-
lation to allow PPPs in the hope that
public and private interests can be
aligned to maximize taxpayer ben-
efits.

ARTBA is celebrating 25 years of
leadership in the PPP field, and pre-
sented Mr. Reinhardt with its “Legacy

Award” for lifetime achievement in
service to the industry. Mr. Reinhardt
is the association’s first recipient of
this award.

Mr. Reinhardt moved his family
from Manhattan to Westfield in
1988 and began publishing his 40-
page newsletter from the attic of
his home. PWF now has 4,000 read-
ers and 36 advertisers from 14
countries who are using PPPs to
deliver complex infrastructure
projects.

He graduated from Gettysburg
College in 1972 with a Bachelor’s of
Arts degree in English Literature.
During his long career in journalism,
he has received awards from the New
Jersey Press Association, the New
York Business Press Association, and
industry groups involved in clean
water, atomic power, and transporta-
tion. He also has been a member of
two committees of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences.

FEMA OKs $125 Mil.
In Disaster Loans in N.J.

TRENTON — The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA),
in partnership with the State of New
Jersey, has approved $125 million in
low-interest community disaster
loans for eligible jurisdictions in New
Jersey. The program helps jurisdic-
tions that have suffered substantial
revenue losses from a major disaster
to perform their governmental func-
tions.

As of July 18, FEMA has received
83 loan requests and approved 53.
Community disaster loans are in-
tended to help local governments
and jurisdictions to carry on exist-
ing official functions or to expand
such functions to meet disaster-re-
lated needs.

“Community disaster loans are
based on the need to bridge the
revenue gap so local governments
can continue functioning after a di-
saster,” FEMA Federal Coordinat-
ing Officer Gracia Szczech said.
“Typically, the loans help cover op-
erating expenses such as salaries
for police officers, firefighters and
teachers while the community re-
covers.”

The maximum loan is $5 million.
Jurisdictions must demonstrate the

need for assistance to perform gov-
ernment functions. The term is five
years, but can be extended to 10 years
if the applicant chooses. Interest on
the loans equals the rate for five-year
maturities, adjusted to the nearest 1/
8 percent, determined by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury on the day the
note is executed. Loans cannot ex-
ceed 50 percent of a jurisdiction’s
operating budget for the year in which
the disaster occurs.

The loans cannot be used as a
jurisdiction’s non-federal cost share
for any federal grants. Nor can they
be used for capital projects, such as
new buildings, or to repair or restore
damaged public facilities. Congress
allocated additional funds to the Di-
saster Assistance Direct Loan Pro-
gram Account after Superstorm
Sandy.

Local Government organizations
and public educational institutions
interested in obtaining a loan should
contact the New Jersey Department
of Community Affairs or the Depart-
ment of Education. Information about
the program, including the status of
applications and approvals, is avail-
able at www.fema.gov/community-
disaster-loan-program.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Plainfield, Fanwood Settle
Lawsuit for Mistaken Arrest
Plainfield agreed to pay $100,000,

while Fanwood paid $3,000 through
the New Jersey Intergovernmental
Insurance Fund, a municipal self-
insurance pool, to settle a multi-mil-
lion-dollar civil rights lawsuit filed
years ago by a former Plainfield
municipal judge,
mycentraljersey.com, the Gannett
website of The Courier-News, has
reported.

The settlement was the result of
2001 arrest warrant mistakenly is-
sued against Paulette Brown.

According to the report, Ms. Brown
was stopped by a Fanwood traffic
officer in 2006, “who then arrested
her after realizing that the Plainfield
Municipal Court years earlier had
issued a warrant for her arrest.”

Ms. Brown had filed a criminal
trespassing complaint in 1997 against
her neighbor for cutting down pri-
vacy hedges on their property line
and the neighbor subsequently filed a
trespassing complaint against her for
leaving a note in a mailbox. Both
complaints were dismissed by a mu-
nicipal court judge.

Plainfield, however, issued the
warrant four years later as if Ms.
Brown had not appeared for a court
date, mycentraljersey.com reported.

Ms. Brown had initially sought
$100.5 million from Plainfield and
Fanwood alleging “civil rights viola-
tions under federal law and the Fourth
and 14th Amendments for being ar-
rested without due process, unreason-
able search and conspiring for the pur-
pose of impeding and hindering jus-
tice,” mycentraljersey.com reported.

She was Plainfield municipal court
judge from 1987 to 1989. She has
been nominated to be president of the
American Bar Association in 2015.

Sen. Buono Picks Milly Silva
As Lt. Gov. Runningmate

Democratic gubernatorial candi-
date, state Senator Barbara Buono
(D-18, Metuchen), has named Milly
Silva, executive vice-president of
1199 SEIU United Healthcare Work-
ers East, as her runningmate for lieu-
tenant governor.

“For the last 20 years, Milly has
dedicated herself to being a voice for
the voiceless. And I know she will
bring the same passion to the lieutenant
governor’s office,” Sen. Buono said.
“From increasing the minimum wage
to making tuition more affordable, Milly
knows how public policy can help im-
prove the lives of New Jerseyans and
their families.”

State Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) called
Ms. Silva “someone who has been a
tireless and selfless advocate for
middle class and working class New
Jerseyans.”

“Milly brings unquestionable ex-
perience and leadership credentials
to the Democratic ticket. Milly is
the leader of 7,000 of some of the
most compassionate and hardest
working individuals in the state...”
and would “make a tremendous lieu-
tenant governor,” Sen. Sweeney
said.

Parsippany Super Ordered to
Pay Back District $17,597

Parsippany-Troy Hills Superinten-
dent Leroy Seitz has been ordered to
pay back $17,597 in overpayments to
the Parsippany-Troy Hills Board of
Education by Assistant Education
Commissioner Evo Popoff, who was
serving as acting commissioner at the
time of the July 15 ruling, nj.com
reported. The ruling follows a judge’s
May 30 ruling that the Parsippany-
Troy Hills Board of Education was
entitled to recoup the amount the dis-
trict paid over and above the $177,500
salary cap imposed by Governor Chris
Christie in February 2011,

Governor Christie had dubbed Mr.
Seitz “the poster boy for greed” after
he learned the Parsippany-Troy Hills
school board had approved a contract
for the superintendent that exceeded
the pay cap the Governor set.

Mr. Seitz’s base salary was
$192,000 in 2006, which later jumped
to $212,000 by the 2010-2011 school
year, nj.com reported.

Senate Falls Two Votes Short
Passing Open Space  Bill

New Jersey residents will not get a
chance to vote on a referendum this
November asking if the state should
dedicate up to $200 million a year to
preserve open space after the state
Senate fell two votes on Monday of
the 24 needed to put a referendum on
the November ballot.

State Senator Bob Smith (D-17,
Piscataway), the bill’s sponsor,
blamed  the defeat on Governor Chris
Christie who he said  “called every
Republican senator and threatened
them with their lives — their political
lives” if they supported the the mea-
sure  Sen. Smith said, according to a
Star-Ledger report.

Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-
34, East Orange) said she had planned
to call a voting session today, August 1,
had the bill passed the Senate. “Any
implication that the Assembly is to
blame for the Senate’s failure to get 24
votes today is ludicrous,” Asw. Oliver
said. “... The Senate president and Sen-
ate sponsor need to remember the true
reason why the bill did not get 24 votes
today - the lack of support from Senate
Republicans and Governor Christie.”

SCR160 would have asked voters
to amend the state constitution to
dedicate $200 million per year in
sales tax revenue to preserve open
space, farms and historic sites over
the next 30 years.

Lonegan to Discuss
Plan to Create Jobs

TEANECK — Republican U.S.
Senate candidate Steve Lonegan will
hold a press conference today, July
25, at 12:15 p.m. in Teaneck to “con-
tinue his exposing Cory Booker
Tour...showcasing Cory Booker’s fail-
ure to decreased unemployment in
his City of Newark and setting for-
ward his (Lonegan’s) plan to grow
the economy and create jobs.”

“When Cory Booker became mayor,
spouting his positive message about
improving Newark, unemployment
was around 8 percent. After seven
long years, [the] unemployment rate
is now at about 14 percent. Cory
Booker has not improved the economy
in Newark, and he does not know how
to improve the American economy,”
Mr. Lonegan said.

The press conference will be held
at 212 Elm Avenue in Teaneck.

AARP Calls for Investigation of Plan to
Abandon Landline Line Service at Shore

AREA — The AARP on Tuesday
filed a formal request with the New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
to investigate Verizon’s plan to offer
its new wireless Voice Link service
instead of its traditional landline ser-
vice in Mantoloking, and possibly
other parts of the state. AARP is
urging the BPU to evaluate the
prudency of Verizon’s plans and to
afford consumers, small businesses,
and other stakeholders an opportu-
nity to comment on this significant
market change.

“The New Jersey coast has been
battered enough. The last thing we
need is second-class phone service at
the shore,” said Douglas Johnston,
AARP New Jersey manager of advo-
cacy. “We are concerned that ap-
proval of Verizon’s plans could fur-
ther the gap between the telecommu-
nications ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’ and
also could create an incentive for
Verizon to neglect the maintenance
and repair of its landline phone net-
work in New Jersey.”

“AARP calls on the BPU to inves-

tigate Voice Link in order to develop
a complete record of facts and to
afford stakeholders, including
landline customers, an opportunity
to explore Voice Link more fully.
While AARP welcomes new tech-
nology, we do so only if the new
technology is a step forward for con-
sumers,” according to an AARP press
release.

“Voice Link is incompatible with
consumers’ medical devices. Secu-
rity systems do not function with
Voice Link. Consumers’ safety and
well-being depend on a reliable tele-
phone service. When residents en-
counter medical emergencies, ex-
treme weather, terrorist threats or
other emergencies, consumers turn
to their telephones to reach help.
Older adults with mobility impair-
ment are among those who depend
most critically on a reliable phone
connection. The ability to reach
emergency services reliably can be
a matter of life or death. Voice Link
threatens that connection,” accord-
ing to the AARP release.

Gateway Chamber Forms
Warren Township Group

ELIZABETH – The Gateway Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce has an-
nounced the formation of the Warren
Township Chamber of Commerce, the
newest group under the Gateway um-
brella, bringing the total of local cham-
bers and networking groups to 12.

The Warren Township Chamber of
Commerce will meet monthly for
breakfast, networking and presenta-
tions from experts in various indus-
tries. The chamber will kick off its
program on Thursday, September 26
at 8 a.m. at Mt. Bethel Village Sup-
portive Housing for Adults with Spe-

cial Needs, 130 Mt. Bethel Road,
Warren. There also will be a planning
meeting Tuesday, August 22, also at
8 a.m.

The move continues the Gateway’s
push outside Union County that started
with integration of the Somerset Hills
Business Network back in 2008. Other
groups under the Gateway umbrella
are: the Union County, Central Jersey,
Route 22, Kenilworth, Roselle Park,
Clark, and Linden Chambers, Gate-
way Today Speed Networking, and
Irish Business and Gateway  Business
Women associations.


