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HAPPY BIRTHDAY...Peter, Elliot and Pam Sayles of Scotch Plains enjoy
reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while vacationing in Cancun, Mexico.
They were in Cancun with other family members to celebrate Pam's 50th
birthday.

9/11 MEMORIAL...Installers recently replaced one of the panels on the West-
field 9/11 Memorial, which had been damaged.  It took several months to verify
the updated names and place them on the panel, which was fabricated by
Permanent Reflections and installed by Cutting Edge Glass.  It also provided an
opportunity to refurbish the other three panels.

impervious ground. Mr. Quinn said
there would be drainage on the prop-
erty and also eight shade trees, 129
shrubs and 346 flowering plants on
the Fanwood side. He said there
would be an ingress and egress on
the Terrill Road side and a drive-
way on the Midway side, and that
garbage and fire trucks could ma-
neuver the parking lot easily. The
proposed front-yard setback is
13.75 feet.

James Guerra, the project archi-
tect, said the building would have
two bump-outs on the second floor
which would contain bay windows.
He also said the first floor of the
building would be brick and the
second and third floors would be
covered with a blue vinyl and the
building would have a residential
look.

Planner Paul Grygyl said the
building would be beneficial to the
borough and not have a negative
impact to the area. He said the first
floor is easily accessible.

In other business, Suzanne and
Eyal Shaul, of 165 Second Street,
were granted approval to install a
generator, which will be surrounded
by a six-foot wooden fence.

Kelly Capersen of 20 Helen Street
was approved to construct a sec-
ond-story addition with a first-floor
den and a second-floor bedroom
and bath.

The next agenda and regular
meeting of the planning board will
be held on Friday, August 16, at
7:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Borough
Hall.

tended Thursday’s meeting, support-
ing the freeholders’ resolution.

Thomas Helmstetter of West
Caldwell, director of communications
and development for Garden State
Equality, which he said has 125,000
members representing the state’s gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
community, called New Jersey “the
next front in our movement’s battle
for true equality nationwide.”

“It is so important that we overturn
Governor Christie’s veto [and] that
we not set back equality in our na-
tional struggle for equal rights, and
tonight’s resolution will help move
us one step forward,” Mr. Helmstetter
said.

Bill Kane of Elizabeth, who iden-
tified himself as straight, supported
the override of the Governor’s veto,
saying, “New Jersey can’t have two
classes of citizens. We are either all
equal or we’re not equal.”

Union Township resident Theresa
Jordan said the high court’s ruling,
“is only one step of progress for
each state for marriage equality.”

“[This is] one step closer to equal-
ity and every step counts,” Ms. Jor-
dan said.

In other business, the freeholders
introduced a $46.6-million bond or-
dinance which Finance Director
Bibi Taylor said would fund the
county’s annual capital budget.

The board also passed a resolu-
tion amending its contract with
Veolia Transportation, Inc., the
county’s vendor for the Paratransit
program, to add $88,728 in grant
funding to be utilized for both the
county’s Welfare to Work program,
which transports residents to work
from Plainfield to Rahway and back,
as well as for the Route 22 shuttle,
according to Human Services Di-
rector Frank Guzzo. The Route 22
shuttle transports workers to their
places of work at retailers along the
highway. The grant money brings
the contract’s total to $4.4 million.

Also passed were several resolu-
tions to fund the special United
States Senate election on Wednes-
day, October 16. Freeholder Chris
Hudak was the lone dissenter, al-
though Freeholder Bergen said he
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Freeholders
“reluctantly” voted in favor of the
resolution.

They and other board members
have said the October election to
fill the vacancy left by the death of
Senator Frank Lautenberg is a waste
of money, as it should be on the
Tuesday, November 5 General Elec-
tion ballot along with the Guberna-
torial, state legislative, county and
municipal races.
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FW Plan. Bd.

Union County Office for the Dis-
abled, described Ms. Fraser as
“strong, outspoken” and a “fierce
advocate for persons with disabili-
ties.”

“Colleen was a fighter her entire
life,” Mr. Newman said, noting that
she fought discrimination against
the disabled community. He called
the dedication of the building in
Colleen Fraser’s name, “a fitting trib-
ute to the memory of an extraordi-
nary woman.”

The three-story Fraser building,
located at the county’s Public Safety
Complex at 300 North Avenue, East,
in Westfield, contains offices for the
County Clerk, the Medical Exam-
iner, Weights and Measures and Con-
sumer Affairs, and houses the county
EMS operations, the Union County
Superintendent of Schools and the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension pro-
gram of Union County. It has a ga-
rage and deck for emergency opera-
tions vehicles and resources. The
building cost $11 million to con-
struct.

proposed Spray Park at LaGrande
Park. He said all of the water jets
would be in the ground.

He said half of the cost would
come from a Union County Kids
Grant. The final cost of the project
will depend on the elements se-
lected to be in the project, he added.
Plans for an ice-skating rink are
still incomplete, but Mr. Budiansky
said he did not expect it to cost a lot
of money if the borough resurfaces
the existing asphalt at LaGrande
Park.

The commission announced that
the annual Fanny Wood Day festi-
val would be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 29, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
downtown Fanwood.

The next meeting of the commis-
sion will be held Tuesday, August
27, at 7:45 p.m. in the meeting room
of the LaGrande Park recreation
building.
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www.goleader.com Buddy-Ball Was A Hit for
Westfield Special-Needs Kids

By JULIA QUELLER
Special Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield chil-
dren with special needs hit the ball
out of the park this summer through
the Bambino Buddy-Ball League.

A father-son team, Robert
Brancatella and St. Peter’s Prepara-
tory School rising sophomore Owen
Brancatella, created a Westfield divi-
sion of the national program in order
to provide local children with dis-
abilities a physical and social outlet.

“For the special-needs community,
I am hoping to enlighten the players’
spirits by making them feel part of a
team. The league is supposed to be a
fun way for kids to participate in the
sport of baseball and in a way that
nobody is disappointed,” Owen said.

Players and volunteers met Satur-
days from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Gumbert
Field 3. Because the league formed
in a short period of time, there were
only six games this season. Next year,
Owen and Mr. Brancatella plan to
keep the league as a division of West-
field Baseball and extend the season
to 10 or 12 games.

With a $25 fee for participation,
each player received a hat, jersey and
trophy. The nationwide Bambino
Buddy-Ball League accepts partici-
pants ages 5 to 20; however, partici-
pants in the Westfield division did not
exceed 14 years in age. The buddies
ranged from second graders to adults
with degrees specializing in the dis-
abled community.

Buddies paired with players, as-
sisting them in batting, running bases
and playing the field.

“I wouldn’t call [the buddies] vol-
unteers because they were getting as
much out of it as the disabled chil-
dren,” Mr. Brancatella said.

There were two teams, and all play-
ers batted at least once an inning and
played the field.

Mona Ward, one of 28 registered
parents, said her 7-year-old son, Evan,
had never played baseball before or
participated in any organized sports
program.

“This was the perfect way to intro-
duce him to a sport without any pres-
sure,” Ms. Ward said. “It was a re-
laxed and fun environment with sup-
port and encouragement from the
buddies and coaches. Evan really
looked up to his buddy and listened
to every instruction he gave. He
learned the basics of baseball and
sportsmanship, got lots of exercise
and was able to have a new environ-
ment to socialize.”

Debbie Meisinger said of her 8-
year-old twins, “[Buddy-Ball] was
great for their self-esteem…. They
couldn’t stop talking about when the
next game would be.”

Brendan Maher said Buddy-Ball
gave his daughter, Sarah, who will be
entering third grade this fall, an out-
let to make friends.

In addition to the players, the

Buddy-Ball League has benefited
Westfield parents.

“It was so nice to talk to other
parents going through similar expe-
riences and cheer our kids on to-
gether, regardless of their team,” Ms.
Ward said.

Mr. Brancatella noted that West-
field is a large sports community, but
there had not been an opportunity for
children with special needs to par-
ticipate.

“The parents were so overwhelmed
and overjoyed that my son Owen, not
being part of the disabled commu-
nity, reached out to start this pro-
gram, as they’ve never had anything
of this magnitude in Westfield,” Mr.
Brancatella said.

Owen said, “I have been hearing
from many of the players’ parents
how thankful they are that this league
was implemented. It has been a great
experience to know how many people
I am making happy.”

Owen said having a cousin with
autism has helped him to understand
the many difficulties children with
special needs face and the stress that
their families may endure.

Owen, who has played in the West-
field Baseball Travel League since he
was 8 years old, was inspired by a
friend’s implementation of a similar
program in North Plainfield and his
experience as a volunteer at the Spe-
cial Olympics.

According to Mr. Brancatella, he
and Owen began the process in early
spring by enlisting the help of Julie
Steinberg, a member of the Special
Education Committee of the West-
field Parent-Teacher Council.

Ms. Steinberg was instrumental in
reaching out to key groups that would
have potentially interested parents
and was responsible for the T-shirts,
website and marketing, among other
logistical tasks.

Ms. Steinberg stressed that the ini-
tiative was a collaborative effort.

“There were a lot of people who
informally advised me and put time
and effort into this. And then you
have the parents all jumping in and a
lot of interested parties who really
wanted to make this successful for
everybody…. The whole community
just came together, saying, ‘this is a
budding operation that could be some-
thing terrific,’ and helped,” Ms.
Steinberg said.

After Owen and Mr. Brancatella
conferred with many people involved
in both the special-needs and West-
field Baseball communities, Mr.
Brancatella met with parents to de-
termine the level of interest.

“When I first met with the parents,
they didn’t believe that we were go-
ing to get it started. They’ve heard
this stuff before and it never happens.
I think because of the vision and the
persistence and the help of Westfield
Baseball, we were able to make it
come true,” Mr. Brancatella said.

Courtesy of Mona Ward
HOME RUN...Robert Brancatella and son, Owen, created Bambino Buddy-Ball
League, a Westfield division of the national program, in order to provide local
children with disabilities a physical and social outlet. Pictured are Evan Ward,
left, and his buddy, Miles Brancatella, in the dugout.

Westfield 5K and Pizza Extravaganza July 24 by Paul Lachenauer


