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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Fanwood to Host
‘National Night Out’
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Po-

lice Department, Fanwood PBA, Fan-
wood Fire Department and the Fan-
wood Rescue Squad invite the com-
munity to the annual “National Night
Out” on Tuesday, August 6, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in LaGrande Park.

The evening will feature games,
prizes, face painting, a bouncy house
and slide, raffles, free food and a
movie in the park. The featured movie
will be Oz the Great and Powerful.

For more information, visit
fanwoodrecreation.org or call (908)
370-7092 or (908) 322-5000.
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Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUILDING DEDICATION...Friends and family of Colleen Fraser gather at the
dedication of the Colleen Fraser Building at the County Public Safety Complex
on North Avenue, Westfield,  in honor of disability advocate Colleen Fraser, who
was killed in the 9/11 attacks. Ms. Fraser was on board the ill-fated United
Airlines Flight 93. A native of Elizabeth and a graduate of Rutgers University, Ms.
Fraser helped draft the “Americans With Disabilities Act.”

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CROWD PLEASERS...Mashwork Orange entertains the crowd at the  Scotch Plains Village Green Summer Concert Series
in the Alan Augustine Park on July 25.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CORN ON THE COB...Fanwood resident Tom Plante shops for corn from Jersey
Fresh at the Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market held Saturdays through November
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION...Mashwork Orange’s lead singer asks kids to
dance and sing along  at the  Scotch Plains Village Green Summer Concert Series
in the Alan Augustine Park on July 25.

Freeholders Support Override
Of Marriage Equality Veto

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday passed a resolution urging
state lawmakers to overturn Gover-
nor Chris Christie’s veto of the Mar-
riage Equality and Religious Exemp-
tion Act, S-1, which would allow gay
couples to marry in New Jersey.

Union County became the first of
New Jersey’s 21 counties to pass a
resolution in opposition to the
governor’s veto, urging lawmakers
to “afford the same rights and privi-
leges to same-sex couples that are
given to other married couples under
the law,” according to the resolution.

According to the resolution, “On

June 26, 2013, the United States Su-
preme Court, in a 5-4 decision, struck
down a key part of a law that denies
to legally married same-sex couples
the same federal benefits provided to
heterosexual spouses. The Defense
of Marriage Act (DOMA) defines
marriage as only between a man and
a woman. But the Supreme Court
ruled DOMA violates equal protec-
tion guarantees in the Fifth
Amendment’s due process clause as
applied to same-sex couples legally
married under the laws of their states.”

“Since December 2005, the County
of Union has supported and adopted
the policies set forth in the Domestic
Partnership Act... and has recognized
the same-sex domestic partners of

employees, as defined by the Act,
and has deemed them eligible for the
same dependent benefits as are pro-
vided to a spouse under the state-
administered pension funds,” accord-
ing to the resolution. “All spouse and
family health benefits including ma-
jor medical, dental and insurance
available to a spouse or family of a
Union County employee or retiree
are also available under similar co-
pays, premiums, or deductibles to the
same sex domestic partner of a County
employee or retiree.”

State Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20,
Elizabeth), the co-prime sponsor of
the Marriage Equality and Religious
Exemption Act, who attended the
meeting, said he was “proud” that the
Union County freeholders have taken
the lead to overturn the veto.

“This (freeholders’ resolution) will
help us bring justice to the gay men
and women of the State of New Jer-
sey so they can get married as they
should as loving couples,” Sen.
Lesniak said.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
who put forward the freeholders’ reso-
lution, called on Union County’s state
lawmakers, both Democrats and Re-
publicans, “to vote their conscience
and understand the issue and what it
means to other people that care about
this as much as I do.”

“I would hope the Governor would
change his opinion and embrace
marriage equality here in New Jer-
sey,” Mr. Mirabella said. “In the ab-
sence of this, the Legislature must
override this veto.”

“My hope is that everyone who
wishes to be married has that oppor-
tunity and has that basic civil right,”
Mr. Mirabella added.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen noted that
the Governor believes the issue should
be voted on by New Jerseyans as
opposed to action by the Legislature.

Calling marriage equality a Civil
Rights issue, Mr. Bergen said, “New
Jersey has never put a Civil Rights
issue to vote in [a] referendum.”

About two dozen members of the
gay and lesbian community also at-
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County Dedicates Building For
Disability Advocate Colleen Fraser

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Union County’s
multi-use office building on North
Avenue, which houses the Union
County Clerk’s annex among other
offices, was officially dedicated on
Monday in the name of disability
advocate Colleen Fraser, an Eliza-
beth resident killed in the 9/11 at-
tacks who earlier in her career headed
the Union County Office for the Dis-
abled.

Ms. Fraser, 51, was a passenger
aboard United Airlines Flight 93, en
route to a grant-writing seminar in
Reno, Nev., when the plane crashed
in Shanksville, Pa. after passengers
fought back against the terrorist hi-
jackers, who were likely to target a
federal government location, possi-
bly the U.S. Capitol, in Washington
D.C.

After graduating from Rutgers

University, where she studied En-
glish literature, Ms. Fraser was hired
as a case manager with Community
Access Unlimited, an advocacy group
in Elizabeth for people with disabili-
ties. She later served as director of
DIAL Inc., a center for independent
living in Clifton, and also had served
as director of Union County’s Office
for the Disabled in the 1980s, the
third director of that office, which
was created in 1980.

At the time of her death, Ms. Fraser
was executive director of the Pro-
gressive Center for Independent Liv-
ing, and vice-chairwoman of the New
Jersey Council on Developmental
Disabilities.

At Monday’s ceremony, held un-
der a tent in the parking lot in front
of the building, Union County Free-
holder Chairwoman Linda Carter
said, “She may be gone, but her
impact on others and her advocacy
lasts. This building will remind oth-
ers about her. She would be proud
to know that the Colleen Fraser
Building will help residents in need,
provide life-saving EMS services,
assist those looking to vote and
foster those looking to make our
planet a greener place.”

Officials unveiled the building’s
marquee with Ms. Fraser’s name and
an interior plaque at the ceremony.

“The name on this building is just

one thing that we can do,” Freeholder
Carter said, noting that the commu-
nity needs to continue Ms. Fraser’s
efforts by continuing “to fight for
those voices that are less than our
voices.”

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo noted that the July 29 Fraser
Building dedication ceremony was
held on her birthday. “She would
have been 63 today,” he said.

“Colleen lived to preserve the hu-
man and civil rights for people with
disabilities. She believed that people
living with disabilities deserved the
same opportunities to be included in
our society, to live and work in com-
munities and not to be shut away in
institutions,” Mr. Guzzo said. “Physi-
cally, Colleen was small in stature,
standing four foot, six inches tall, but
her heart was huge and her legacy
knows no bounds,” Mr. Guzzo said.

Among those on hand to pay trib-
ute to Ms. Fraser were her family,
including her sister, Christine; four
Union County Freeholders and de-
partment heads, including members
of the county’s Office for the Dis-
abled; Ethan B. Ellis, former execu-
tive director of the New Jersey Coun-
cil on Developmental Disabilities, and
Sid Blanchard, executive director of
Community Access Unlimited.

Charles Newman, director of the
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Fanwood Planning Board
Approves Mix-Use Structure

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD  — At its meeting on
July 24, the Fanwood Planning Board
approved the construction of a mixed-
use building on the border of Fan-
wood and Scotch Plains, which will
add six credits towards the borough’s
Council On Affordable Housing
(COAH) obligation.

The building, located at 193 Terrill
Road, will be on a half-acre lot at the
corner of Terrill Road and Midway
Avenue. The applicant is Commu-
nity Access Unlimited, which creates
housing for persons with disabilities.

There is a long list of people in
Union County waiting for apartments
like the ones to be built, stated Sidney
Blanchard, the founder and execu-
tive director of Community Access
Unlimited.

The proposed building will have
10 condominium-style units with two
apartments on the first floor for per-
sons with disabilities. Those apart-
ments would be priced at approxi-
mately 30 percent of the tenant’s in-
come, he said. The rest of the first

floor will have 1,600 square feet of
commercial office space, said Project
Engineer Thomas Quinn. He also said
the second and third floors would
contain residential apartments. Mr.
Quinn said the back of the building
would contain a back staircase and an
elevator. He also said a sprinkler sys-
tem would be installed. Mr. Quinn
said the property is bifurcated by a
line which divides Fanwood from
Scotch Plains. Therefore, half of the
property is in Fanwood and the other
half is in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Quinn stated that a parking lot
would run across the back and side of
the property. He said there would be
staff available during the day to aid
the persons with disabilities. The site
itself is 22,800 square feet, Mr. Quinn
said. He also said that an eight-foot-
by-10-foot dumpster space would be
in the back parking lot. He also said
there would be a drainage structure.

He continued to say that 54 percent
of the Scotch Plains side would be
impervious ground and that 98 per-
cent of the Fanwood side would be

FW Rec. Considers Affordable
Tennis; Skateboard Park

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission heard a proposal
on July 24 for the borough to partner
with the Hillside Tennis Club to pro-
vide an affordable tennis program for
all ages, from children up to seniors.
Also discussed were a new skate park,
a new spray park and refurbishing the
ice rink at LaGrande Park.

Phyllis Brown, president of the
Hillside Tennis Club, said she would
like to expand the tennis program and
increase participation through fund-
ing resources available for maintain-
ing existing facilities. She urged the
borough to join the United States
Tennis Association, which helps
(through funding) communities up-
grade their existing tennis facilities.
The group works to coordinate and
maintain tennis programs and ser-
vices, guaranteeing that they are open
and accessible to all at a low cost.

Bud Budiansky, Fanwood’s recre-
ation director, said he hopes to garner
community support for a new skate-
board park at Forest Road Park. He
said the existing park rules and hours
would have to be observed by the
participants. The idea is to give teens
a place to skateboard where it is safe
and where they can socialize with
their friends.

Councilman Kevin Boris suggested
getting information out to the public
as soon as possible and the commis-
sion agreed to build a website with
information on the proposed facility.
Mr. Budiansky said some money has
been set aside for this project and that

the state also would kick in with
funding. A public meeting is planned
for a future date in October to answer
community questions on the facility.

Joanna Budries, of the
commission’s tennis committee,
asked to put signage up at the bor-
ough tennis courts prohibiting biking
and skating at all of the courts. The
commission agreed it was a good
idea. Also under discussion is a pro-
posal to allow food vendors at the
free movie night at LaGrande Park,
held Tuesday evenings in the sum-
mer. That idea is still not agreed upon.

Mr. Budiansky said that the Party
in the Park, which took place on June
26, was successful and realized an
$899 profit. He also said he got an
estimate of about $150,000 from Evan
Stone of T&M Engineering for the
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