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PIZZA PARTY...The 12th Annual 5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza, held on July 24, drew a record crowd of hungry racers.
The complimentary pizza was gone in a matter of miutes. The Westfield Jaycees, once again, contributed to the successful event.

“Hopefully, that’s going to become
law and we can keep the kids safe,” said
Mr. Kobitz, a former Hillside Board of
Education president. In addition to
making it easier for planning the loca-
tion of polling places, Mr. Kobitz said,
“it also saves a bunch of money” for
towns and the county.

Other polling locations in the region
are as follows:  Scotch Plains, Districts
1, 2 and 3, Park Middle School new
gymnasium, 580 Park Avenue; Dis-
tricts 4 and 5, Scotch Plains Public
Library, adult library room, 1927 Bartle
Avenue; Districts 6, 7 and 8, Evergreen
School new multi-purpose room, 2280
Evergreen Avenue; District 9, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, front hall
by auditorium, 667 Westfield Road;
District 10, Brunner School front lobby,
721 Westfield Road; District 11, St.
John the Baptist Church Fellowship
Hall, 2387 Morse Avenue; Districts 12
and 13, McGinn School, lobby of gym
wing, 1100 Roosevelt Avenue; Dis-
tricts 14 and 15, Union Catholic High
School lobby, 1600 Martine Avenue;
Districts 16 and 21, JCC of Central
New Jersey, Weinberg Pavilion Room,
1391 Martine Avenue; Districts 17 and
18, Terrill Middle School, 1301 Terrill
Road; Districts 19, 20 and 23, Coles
School lobby, 16 Kevin Road, and Dis-
trict 22, Southwyck Village Clubhouse,
1 Carriage Drive.

Fanwood: Districts 1 and 2, Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue;
District 3, Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital, old LaGrande School cafeteria,
330 South Avenue; District 4 and 5,
Terrill Road Bible Chapel, 535 Terrill
Road; Districts 6 and 7, Fanwood Me-
morial Library, North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

Garwood: District 1, Garwood
Firehouse, 415 South Avenue; District
2, Borough Hall, 403 South Avenue;
Districts 3 and 4, Garwood Public Li-
brary, 411 Third Avenue.

Cranford: District 1, Cranford Com-
munity Center lounge, 220 Walnut
Avenue; District 2, Walnut Avenue
School auditorium, 370 Walnut Av-
enue; Districts 3, 7 and 26, Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Av-
enue; Districts 4, 6, 14 and 15,

Livingston Avenue School auditorium/
gym, 75 Livingston Avenue; Districts
5, 13 and 21, Lincoln School gym/
auditorium, 132 Thomas Street; Dis-
tricts 8, 12 and 30, Bloomingdale Av-
enue School auditorium/gymnasium,
200 Bloomingdale Avenue; Districts 9,
18, 20 and 28, Orange Avenue School
girls’ gym, 901 Orange Avenue; Dis-
tricts 10, 25 and 29, Walnut Avenue
School auditorium, 370 Walnut Av-
enue; Districts 11 and 27, Hillside Av-
enue School Room 49, 125 Hillside
Avenue; Districts 16 and 23, Cranford
High School lower gym, 201 West End
Place, and Districts 17, 19, 22 and 24,
Brookside Place School gym/audito-
rium, 700 Brookside Place.

Mountainside: Districts 1 and 6,
Borough Hall, 1385 Route 22, first-
floor conference room; Districts 2, 7, 8
and 9, Deerfield School multi-purpose
room, 302 Central Avenue, and Dis-
tricts 3, 4 and 5, Presbyterian Church
assembly room, 1459 Deer Path.
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Polling Place Change

Rights issue, Mr. Bergen said, “New
Jersey has never put a civil rights issue
to vote in [a] referendum.”

About two dozen members of the
gay and lesbian community also at-
tended Thursday’s meeting, support-
ing the freeholders’ resolution.

Thomas Helmstetter of West
Caldwell, director of communications
and development for Garden State
Equality, which he said has 125,000
members representing the state’s gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender com-
munity, called New Jersey “the next
front in our movement’s battle for true
equality nationwide.”

“It is so important that we overturn
Governor Christie’s veto [and] that we
not set back equality in our national
struggle for equal rights, and tonight’s
resolution will help move us one step
forward,” Mr. Helmstetter said.

Bill Kane of Elizabeth, who identi-
fied himself as straight, supported the
override of the Governor’s veto, say-
ing, “New Jersey can’t have two classes
of citizens. We are either all equal or
we’re not equal.”

Union Township resident Theresa
Jordan said the high court’s ruling, “is
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Freeholders
only one step of progress for each state
for marriage equality.”

“[This is] one step closer to equality
and every step counts,” Ms. Jordan
said.

In other business, the freeholders
introduced a $46.6-million bond ordi-
nance which Finance Director Bibi
Taylor said would fund the county’s
annual capital budget.

The board also passed a resolution
amending its contract with Veolia Trans-
portation, Inc., the county’s vendor for
the Paratransit program, to add $88,728
in grant funding to be utilized for both
the county’s Welfare to Work program,
which transports residents to work from
Plainfield to Rahway and back, as well
as for the Route 22 shuttle, according to
Human Services Director Frank Guzzo.
The Route 22 shuttle transports work-
ers to their places of work at retailers
along the highway. The grant money
brings the contract’s total to $4.4 mil-
lion.

Also passed were several resolutions
to fund the special United States Senate
election on Wednesday, October 16.
Freeholder Chris Hudak was the lone
dissenter, although Freeholder Bergen
said he “reluctantly” voted in favor of
the resolution.

They and other board members have
said the October election to fill the
vacancy left by the death of Senator
Frank Lautenberg is a waste of money,
as it should be on the Tuesday, Novem-
ber 5 General Election ballot along
with the Gubernatorial, state legisla-
tive, county and municipal races.

described Ms. Fraser as “strong, out-
spoken” and a “fierce advocate for
persons with disabilities.”

“Colleen was a fighter her entire
life,” Mr. Newman said, noting that
she fought discrimination against
the disabled community. He called
the dedication of the building in
Colleen Fraser’s name, “a fitting trib-
ute to the memory of an extraordi-
nary woman.”

The three-story Fraser building, lo-
cated at the county’s Public Safety
Complex at 300 North Avenue, East,
in Westfield, contains offices for the
County Clerk, the Medical Exam-
iner, Weights and Measures and Con-
sumer Affairs and houses the county
EMS operations,  the Union County
Superintendent of Schools, and the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension pro-
gram of Union County. It has a ga-
rage and deck for emergency opera-
tions vehicles and resources. The
building cost $11 million to con-
struct.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fraser

Before

After

encouragement from the buddies and
coaches. Evan really looked up to his
buddy and listened to every instruction
he gave. He learned the basics of base-
ball and sportsmanship, got lots of ex-
ercise and was able to have a new
environment to socialize.”

Debbie Meisinger said of her 8-year-
old twins, “[Buddy-Ball] was great for
their self-esteem…. They couldn’t stop
talking about when the next game would
be.”

Brendan Maher said Buddy-Ball
gave his daughter, Sarah, who will be
entering third grade this fall, an outlet
to make friends.

In addition to the players, the Buddy-
Ball League has benefited Westfield
parents.

“It was so nice to talk to other parents
going through similar experiences and
cheer our kids on together, regardless
of their team,” Ms. Ward said.

Mr. Brancatella noted that Westfield
is a large sports community, but there
had not been an opportunity for chil-
dren with special needs to participate.

“The parents were so overwhelmed
and overjoyed that my son, Owen, not
being part of the disabled community,
reached out to start this program, as
they’ve never had anything of this mag-
nitude in Westfield,” Mr. Brancatella
said.

Owen said, “I have been hearing
from many of the players’ parents how
thankful they are that this league was
implemented. It has been a great expe-
rience to know how many people I am
making happy.”

Owen said having a cousin with au-
tism has helped him to understand the
many difficulties children with special
needs face and the stress that their
families may endure.

Owen, who has played in the West-
field Baseball Travel League since he
was 8 years old, was inspired by a
friend’s implementation of a similar
program in North Plainfield and his
experience as a volunteer at the Special
Olympics.

According to Mr. Brancatella, he
and Owen began the process in early
spring by enlisting the help of Julie
Steinberg, a member of the Special
Education Committee of the Westfield
Parent-Teacher Council.

Ms. Steinberg was instrumental in
reaching out to key groups that would
have potentially interested parents and
was responsible for the T-shirts, website
and marketing, among other logistical
tasks.

Ms. Steinberg stressed that the initia-
tive was a collaborative effort.

“There were a lot of people who
informally advised me and put time
and effort into this. And then you have
the parents all jumping in and a lot of
interested parties who really wanted to
make this successful for everybody….
The whole community just came to-
gether, saying, ‘this is a budding opera-
tion that could be something terrific,’
and helped,” Ms. Steinberg said.

After Owen and Mr. Brancatella con-
ferred with many people involved in
both the special-needs and Westfield
Baseball communities, Mr. Brancatella
met with parents to determine the level
of interest.

“When I first met with the parents,
they didn’t believe that we were going
to get it started. They’ve heard this stuff
before and it never happens. I think
because of the vision and the persis-
tence and the help of Westfield Base-
ball, we were able to make it come
true,” Mr. Brancatella said.
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Buddy-Ball

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PIZZA TIME...Members of the Westfield Rescue Squad participate in the 12th
Annual 5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza held July 24.

9/11 MEMORIAL...Installers recently replaced one of the panels on the West-
field 9/11 Memorial, which had been damaged.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
JAZZ QUARTET...The Eric Mintel Quartet belts out a tune during the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival on July 24.

5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza by Paul Lachenauer


