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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PIZZA TIME...Participants in the 12th Annual 5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza enjoy a slice of pie after completing the
race, which took participants through Westfield neighborhoods.

Courtesy of Mona Ward
HOME RUN...Robert Brancatella and son, Owen, created the Bambino Buddy-
Ball League, a Westfield division of the national program, in order to provide
local children with disabilities a physical and social outlet. Pictured are Evan
Ward, left, and his buddy, Miles Brancatella, in the dugout.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
SOUP TO NUTS...The downtown Westfield Farmers’ Market, held Saturdays
through October in the South Avenue train station parking lot, offers a large
selection of fresh fruits and vegetables, plus a whole lot more.

Polling Places for Aug. 13 Primary
Changed Due to Work at Schools

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — With roof replace-
ments ongoing at three Westfield pub-
lic schools this summer, including
Westfield High School, the Union
County Board of Elections has had to
change polling places for voters for the
special Tuesday, August 13 United
States Senate Primary Election.

The August election features a four-
candidate Democratic Party Primary
between Newark Mayor Cory Booker,
Reps. Frank Pallone (D-6th,
Monmouth) and Rush Holt (D-12th,
Mercer) and state Assembly Speaker
Sheila Oliver (D-34th, Essex). Former
Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan and
Alieta Eck, a physician, are the Repub-

lican candidates.
“We moved quite a few of them

(polling locations) to other schools and
we’ve notified every voter with a spe-
cial postcard,” Board of Elections Ad-
ministrator Dennis Kobitz told The
Westfield Leader during an interview
last Thursday.

Voters will be able to check their
polling place on sample ballots which
will be mailed to all registered voters a
week prior to the election. Addition-
ally, signs will be posted on schools
where locations have been moved no-
tifying voters of the new locations.

In the First Ward, Districts 1, 2, 3, 5
and 7, which normally vote at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, are being moved
to Franklin Elementary School, 700

Prospect Street, for the August Pri-
mary. Second Ward voters in Districts
2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, which vote at Washing-
ton Elementary School, will vote at the
Wilson Elementary School gymna-
sium, located at 301 Linden Avenue.

Third Ward Districts 5, 6 and 7, and
Fourth Ward Districts 3, 4 and 5, are
being moved from Westfield High
School to the Jefferson Elementary
School gymnasium at 1200 Boulevard.

Mr. Kobitz said the changes are only
for the August election, as regular poll-
ing places will be used for the special
Wednesday, October 16 U.S. Senate
election and the Tuesday, November 5
General Election.

Westfield polling places that are un-
changed are as follows: First Ward,
Districts 4 and 6, Westfield Memorial
Library program room, 550 East Broad
Street; Second Ward, District 1, County
of Union building, 300 East North Av-
enue, first-floor lobby; Third Ward,
District 1, Westfield Rescue Squad,
335 Watterson Street; and Third Ward,
Districts 2, 3 and 4, and Fourth Ward,
Districts 1 and 2, Edison Intermediate
School, 800 Rahway Avenue.

In a previous action, Westfield Town
Clerk Claire Gray said the Westfield
Board of Education had requested that
elementary schools no longer be uti-
lized for polling places when school is
in session. Ms. Gray said changes were
made per the request except for a dis-
trict at Washington School where there
was no other alternative location. A
police officer was placed at that polling
location.

Mr. Kobitz noted that there is pend-
ing legislation in Trenton, sponsored
by Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20,
Union) and Assemblywoman L. Grace
Spencer (D-29, Newark), that would
close schools that are used as polling
places when elections are being held
and make those dates in-service days
for teachers.
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Freeholders Support Override
Of Marriage Equality Veto

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday passed a resolution urging
state lawmakers to overturn Governor
Chris Christie’s veto of the Marriage
Equality and Religious Exemption Act,
S-1, which would allow gay couples to
marry in New Jersey.

Union County became the first of
New Jersey’s 21 counties to pass a
resolution in opposition to the
governor’s veto, urging lawmakers to
“afford the same rights and privileges
to same-sex couples that are given to

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
BUILDING DEDICATION...Friends and family of Colleen Fraser gather at the
dedication of The Colleen Fraser Building at the Union County Public Safety
Complex on North Avenue, Westfield,  in honor of disability advocate Colleen
Fraser, who was killed in the 9/11 attacks. Ms. Fraser was on board the ill-fated
United Airlines Flight 93. A native of Elizabeth and a graduate of Rutgers
University, Ms. Fraser helped draft the “Americans With Disabilities Act.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

other married couples under the law,”
according to the resolution.

According to the resolution, “On
June 26, 2013, the United States Su-
preme Court, in a 5-4 decision, struck
down a key part of a law that denies to
legally married same-sex couples the
same federal benefits provided to het-
erosexual spouses. The Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA) defines mar-
riage as only between a man and a
woman. But the Supreme Court ruled
DOMA violates equal protection guar-
antees in the Fifth Amendment’s due
process clause as applied to same-sex
couples legally married under the laws
of their states.”

“Since December 2005, the County
of Union has supported and adopted
the policies set forth in the Domestic
Partnership Act... and has recognized
the same-sex domestic partners of em-
ployees, as defined by the Act, and has
deemed them eligible for the same
dependent benefits as are provided to a
spouse under the state-administered
pension funds,” according to the reso-
lution. “All spouse and family health
benefits including major medical, den-
tal and insurance available to a spouse
or family of a Union County employee
or retiree are also available under simi-
lar co-pays, premiums, or deductibles
to the same sex domestic partner of a
county employee or retiree.”

State Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20,
Elizabeth), the co-prime sponsor of the
Marriage Equality and Religious Ex-
emption Act, who attended the meet-
ing, said he was “proud” that the Union
County freeholders have taken the lead
to overturn the veto.

“This (freeholders’ resolution) will
help us bring justice to the gay men and
women of the State of New Jersey so
they can get married as they should as
loving couples,” Sen. Lesniak said.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
who put forward the freeholders’ reso-
lution, called on Union County’s state
lawmakers, both Democrats and Re-
publicans, “to vote their conscience
and understand the issue and what it
means to other people that care about
this as much as I do.”

“I would hope the Governor would
change his opinion and embrace mar-
riage equality here in New Jersey,” Mr.
Mirabella said. “In the absence of this,
the Legislature must override this veto.”

“My hope is that everyone who
wishes to be married has that opportu-
nity and has that basic civil right,” Mr.
Mirabella added.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen noted that
the Governor believes the issue should
be voted on by New Jerseyans as op-
posed to action by the Legislature.

Calling marriage equality a Civil

Buddy-Ball Was A Hit for
Westfield Special-Needs Kids
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By JULIA QUELLER
Special Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield children
with special needs hit the ball out of the
park this summer through the Bambino
Buddy-Ball League.

A father-son team, Robert
Brancatella and St. Peter’s Preparatory
School rising sophomore Owen
Brancatella, created a Westfield divi-
sion of the national program in order to
provide local children with disabilities
a physical and social outlet.

“For the special-needs community, I
am hoping to enlighten the players’
spirits by making them feel part of a
team. The league is supposed to be a
fun way for kids to participate in the
sport of baseball and in a way that
nobody is disappointed,” Owen said.

Players and volunteers met Satur-
days from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Gumbert
Field 3. Because the league formed in
a short period of time, there were only
six games this season. Next year, Owen
and Mr. Brancatella plan to keep the
league as a division of Westfield Base-
ball and extend the season to 10 or 12
games.

With a $25 fee for participation, each
player received a hat, jersey and trophy.
The nationwide Bambino Buddy-Ball
League accepts participants ages 5 to
20; however, participants in the West-
field division did not exceed 14 years in
age. The buddies ranged from second
graders to adults with degrees special-
izing in the disabled community.

Buddies paired with players, assist-
ing them in batting, running bases and
playing the field.

“I wouldn’t call [the buddies] volun-
teers because they were getting as much
out of it as the disabled children,” Mr.
Brancatella said.

There were two teams, and all play-
ers batted at least once an inning and
played the field.

Mona Ward, one of 28 registered
parents, said her 7-year-old son, Evan,
had never played baseball before or
participated in any organized sports
program.

“This was the perfect way to intro-
duce him to a sport without any pres-
sure,” Ms. Ward said. “It was a relaxed
and fun environment with support and

County Dedicates Building
For Disability Advocate
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Union County’s
multi-use office building on North
Avenue, which houses the Union
County Clerk’s annex among other
offices, was officially dedicated on
Monday in the name of disability
advocate Colleen Fraser, an Eliza-
beth resident killed in the 9/11 at-
tacks who earlier in her career headed
the Union County Office for the Dis-
abled.

Ms. Fraser, 51, was a passenger on
board United Airlines Flight 93, en
route to a grant-writing seminar in
Reno, Nev., when the plane crashed
in Shanksville, Pa. after passengers
fought back against the terrorist hi-
jackers, who were likely to target a
federal government location, possi-
bly the U.S. Capitol, in Washington
D.C.

After graduating from Rutgers
University, where she studied En-
glish literature, Ms. Fraser was hired
as a case manager with Community
Access Unlimited, an advocacy group
in Elizabeth for people with disabili-
ties. She later served as director of
DIAL Inc., a center for independent
living in Clifton, and also had served
as director of Union County’s Office
for the Disabled in the 1980s, the
third director of that office, which
was created in 1980.

At the time of her death, Ms. Fraser
was executive director of the Pro-
gressive Center for Independent Liv-
ing, and vice-chairwoman of the New
Jersey Council on Developmental
Disabilities.

At Monday’s ceremony, held un-
der a tent in the parking lot in front of
the building, Union County Free-
holder Chairwoman Linda Carter
said, “She may be gone, but her im-
pact on others and her advocacy lasts.
This building will remind others about

her. She would be proud to know that
the Colleen Fraser Building will help
residents in need, provide life-saving
EMS services, assist those looking to
vote, and foster those looking to make
our planet a greener place.”

Officials unveiled the building’s
marquee with Ms. Fraser’s name and
an interior plaque at the ceremony.

“The name on this building is just
one thing that we can do,” Freeholder
Carter said, noting that the commu-
nity needs to continue Ms. Fraser’s
efforts by continuing “to fight for
those voices that are less than our
voices.’

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo noted that the July 29 Fraser
Building dedication ceremony was
held on her birthday. “She would
have been 63 today,” he said.

“Colleen lived to preserve the hu-
man and civil rights for people with
disabilities. She believed that people
living with disabilities deserved the
same opportunities to be included
in our society, to live and work in
communities and not to be shut away
in institutions,” Mr. Guzzo said.
“Physically, Colleen was small in
stature, standing four foot, six
inches tall, but her heart was huge
and her legacy knows no bounds,”
Mr. Guzzo said.

Among those on hand to pay trib-
ute to Fraser were Ms. Fraser’s fam-
ily, including her sister, Christine;
four Union County Freeholders and
department heads, including mem-
bers of the county’s Office for the
Disabled; Ethan B. Ellis, former ex-
ecutive director of the New Jersey
Council on Developmental Disabili-
ties, and Sid Blanchard, executive
director of Community Access Un-
limited.

Charles Newman, director of the
Union County Office for the Disabled,
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