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Another Union County Self-Perk;
Insurance Opt-Out Costing $1,665,000

Three-hundred-and-thirty-
three Union County employees
are taking advantage of a $5,000
health insurance opt-out pay-
ment at a cost to county taxpay-
ers of $1,665,000.

This program is not a mandate;
it is issued through the generos-
ity of the freeholders. Four of
whom are receiving the $5,000
stipend, in addition to their ap-
proximately $30,000 part-time
freeholder salaries: Linda Carter,
B.J. Kowalski, Chrisfour other
Sullivans) – Sullivan doesn’t re-
ceive his freeholder salary be-
cause he is paid $130,000 as the
executive director of the Union
County Utilities Authority.

Because he’s a constitutional
officer, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
receives a $142,728 salary while
collecting his $84,489.60 pen-
sion. Off the radar was the fact

that he is also receiving a $5,000
stipend from Union County for
opting out of the health plan.
Froehlich’s wife, Marlene
Froehlich, is on the county pay-
roll with the title of telephone
operator, her salary is
$73,100.45. Total compensation
to the Froehlich household is
$305,318.

A quick glance through the list
shows other retires such as An-
drew Moran, public safety direc-
tor, salary $113,796, public pen-
sion $85,733, plus $5,000 sti-
pend = $204,429; and some
employees that also have
spouses on the county payroll or
other public payrolls; or spouses
that are retired.

Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Association

Cranford

with disabilities, their families
and the professionals who work
with them. Education and the
other programs facing cuts would
not only dramatically impact stu-
dents with disabilities, but stu-
dents and families from low-in-
come backgrounds as well. In
our current financial crisis, se-
questration represents a derelic-

Though Congress was able to
avoid sending us over the Fiscal
Cliff by the grace of a 11th hour,
New Year’s decision, the dra-
matic consequences of seques-
tration were merely postponed.
As it stands, the March budget
process will include a 5.1 percent
across the board cut to educa-
tion programs that help students

Fiscal Irresponsibility Has Education Fund Impacts

Maude Lorentzen, 89, Helped Pioneer
Innovative Teaching Technique

Maude Halvorsen Lorentzen,
89, of Southampton, Pa. passed
away on Friday, April 12, 2013,
at Southampton Estates in
Southampton, Pa.

She was born in Brooklyn, N.Y.
on February 17, 1924 to Thomas
and Anna Halvorsen. With her
late husband, Lawrence DeWitt
Lorentzen, she moved to
Fanwood, N.J. in 1952.

Maude was a graduate of Kean
University in Union, N.J., where
she received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Elementary Education
and a Master of Arts degree in
Early Childhood Education.
Maude worked as an elementary
school teacher for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
system from 1968 until 1989,
teaching second, fourth, and fifth
and sixth graders.

With her colleague and team
teaching partner, Marcia Lambek,
she pioneered the team teach-
ing/open classroom concept and
program of teaching fifth-grade
students for two consecutive
years, which was innovative at
the time and which gained criti-
cal acclaim in educational circles.

She and Mrs. Lambek published

the definitive paper on the sub-
ject in Learning Magazine, en-
titled “Putting the Puzzle To-
gether,” and both were adjunct
professors at Kean University as
well.

Maude was a member of the
Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church in Cranford, N.J. for 30-
plus years and is credited with
establishing the Cranford Child
Care Center there.

After Maude’s retirement, she
and Lawrence moved to Specu-
lator, N.Y. In the mid-1990s, they
moved to Boca Raton, Fla. and in
2009, they moved to
Southampton Estates in
Southampton, Pa.

Maude is survived by her son
and daughter-in-law, Kent and
Susan Lorentzen of Hoboken,
N.J.; her daughter and son-in-
law, Susan and Steve Mikels of
Stroudsburg, Pa.; six grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service will be held
on Thursday, May 16, at 11 a.m.
at the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue, Fanwood, N.J.
07023.
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Martha McCarthy, 86, Enjoyed Family;
Bookkeeper, Secretary, Active In Church

Cranford, N.J., where she had
sung in the church choir, served
on many committees and the
church council, and had been
librarian for the church library.

Martha is survived by her chil-
dren, Kathleen (Stephen) Mihaly,
Miriam (Richard) Cochran, Marcia
McCarthy, Christopher (Dory)
McCarthy and Brian McCarthy;
her grandchildren, Matthew,
Katie, Christian, Warren,
Meghan, Ryan, Casey and Julian;
her sister, Irene Highley, and
brother, Eugene Simounet, and
many nieces and nephews. She
was predeceased by her hus-
band, Gerard; son, Ian, and
grandson, Benjamin.

A memorial service will be held
on Saturday, April 27, at 11 a.m.
at the Calvary Lutheran Church
of Cranford.
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tion of our duty to those who rely
on these programs to level a
fundamentally unequal playing
field.

According to a survey the Coun-
cil for Exceptional Children con-
ducted of administrators of Spe-
cial Education, 95 percent say
that sequestration cuts will lead
to hiring freezes and/or layoffs
and 77 percent say that these
cuts will increase the strain on
schools to provide services to
students with disabilities. With
cuts to the U.S. Department of
Education’s budget totaling $2.5
billion, and cuts to the programs
supported by the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
totaling $600 million, the bottom
line is that every school in the
nation will feel the effects of se-
questration, and the strain on
their ability to provide the best
education possible for all stu-
dents.

In the following years, these
cuts will be even deeper. This is
unacceptable. We must consider
the potential impact of more cuts
to education funds on children
and youth, families, profession-
als and communities. We need
legislation that is well crafted to
provide schools the flexibility they
need to continue to employ teach-
ers and other specialized instruc-
tional support personnel to edu-
cate diverse students and en-
sure that all students receive the
services to which they are en-
titled. The test of our mettle
comes not in times of peace but
in times of crisis, and despite our
current financial climate, we owe
it to all children across the nation
to provide the schools and edu-
cational services they need to
have the bright futures they de-
serve.

Lia Jones
Cranford

Martha B. McCarthy, 86, for-
merly of Westfield, N.J., died on
Monday, December 10, 2012, at
her home in Harford County, Md.

Martha was born and raised in
Newark, N.J., moving to Westfield
after marrying her husband,
Gerard W. McCarthy, where they
raised their five children. She
had worked as a bookkeeper, a
church secretary, a bookstore
salesperson and as a salesper-
son for the Hahne’s and Lord &
Taylor department stores in
Westfield. In addition, she vol-
unteered for the Tamaques El-
ementary School Library.

Martha had enjoyed garden-
ing, sewing, quilting, knitting,
embroidery, reading books and
especially visiting with family and
friends during her long life.

She was a member of the Cal-
vary Lutheran Church of
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