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but look for an alternative solu-
tion for next year.
He read aloud a letter from
United Water Rahway to Mayor
Pat Quattrocchi, which said the
brook feeds into the Rahway
River, which is a source of drink-
ing water for the City of Rahway.
The herbicide is used to remove
the plants along the waterway,
enabling the placement of rat
traps.

“United Water would prefer an
alternate method of control such
as physically removing the plants
in the areas where the traps will
be placed,” the letter stated. It
recommended that if the council
was going to proceed to not spray
on vegetation in the waterway or
directly into waterway.

“I don’t believe plants are in
the brook, so they definitely don’t
have to spray the water,” Bor-
ough Engineer Donald Guarriello
said.

The letter requested copies of
the necessary permits to spray
the herbicides, which the council
agreed Blue Lake should be
alerted to provide.

The matter was one of the more
widely discussed issues before
the council took up a gun-control
resolution introduced by Mr.
Nierstedt during the work ses-
sion and placed on the agenda
for the regular meeting. While
there was much anticipation
about what would have probably
been a long, laborious debate,
the resolution was tabled.

Mr. Nierstedt raised the issue
at his first meeting on the council
in January, in response to the
school shooting in Connecticut
that left 20 elementary students
and eight adults dead, including
the gunman and his mother.

The resolution would put the
borough on the record as sup-
porting stricter state and federal
regulations of firearms, includ-
ing the re-imposition of “the fed-
eral ban of the sale of military-
style assault weapons”; “univer-

sal background checks”; and a
“ban of high-capacity bullet
magazines/reduction to 10
rounds maximum.”

Mr. Nierstedt acknowledged
that many of the provisions in his
resolution already had been re-
jected in the U.S. Senate and
apologized for his tardiness in
bringing the measure to the coun-
cil.

Council President Sara Todisco
said she personally supported
many of the restrictions in Mr.
Nierstedt’s proposal but asked
that the council delay a vote
until it had an opportunity to
gauge the residents’ opinion on
the matter.

Her comments echoed resi-
dent Joe Garritano who said
during the work session that he
believes gun control is neces-
sary in some aspects, but “there
are too many things being
rammed down citizens’ throats.”

“I really would like to see if the
citizens of this borough...that
we should be able to vote on
how we feel about gun regula-
tions,” Mr. Garritano said.

The motion to delay a vote
passed 4-2 with no votes com-
ing from Mr. Nierstedt and Mr.
Mathieu, who expressed his sup-
port for Second Amendment
rights. Mr. Mathieu declared he
is a member of the National
Rifle Association and that he
owns several semi-automatic
weapons.

“I have a feeling this is like the
next thing like smoking,” he
said. “Like smokers have been
ostracized from society.”

In other matters, council
members instructed Mr.
Guarriello to review the water
runoff tables for a 16-townhouse
development in Westfield on the
Garwood border between
Spruce and Myrtle Avenues.

After attending a Westfield
Board of Adjustment meeting
last week, Mr. Nierstedt said
Westfield officials seemed un-

interested in his and other
Garwood residents’ concerns
about the project, which in-
cludes three affordable housing
units.

The issue was brought up be-
fore the council by former
Garwood Mayor Dennis
McCarthy, prompting Mr.
Nierstedt to voice his reserva-
tions about the development to
be built across the street from
the Westfield Indoor Tennis
Club.

Council members also voted
to approve a “special emergency
appropriation” of $88,250 to pay
the unused sick and vacation
time as well as a “terminal leave”
payment to retiring Police Capt.
James Pipala. The resolution al-
lowed for the borrowing of the
money that would pay Mr. Pipala
in two installments over two
years and allow the borough to
spread the debt, at 1.25 per-
cent interest, over the
Garwood’s budget for the next
five years.

After an agitated objection
from Mr. Mathieu, who com-
plained about “paying people not
to work” and also disliking the
acquisition of more debt, the
panel OK’d the measure 5-1. Mr.
Mathieu was the only no vote.

“I don’t think we should be
adding this to the mountain of
debt that this mayor and coun-
cil have already heaped on to
this borough,” he said. “Pay the
cops a good wage. Pay them
what they’re worth. Don’t give
them a $90,000 bank for not
working.”

The borough is contractually
obligated to make the payout.
Ms. Todisco said the relatively
low interest rate made the ac-
tion the most reasonable op-
tion. She said if the borough had
to make a single payment, resi-
dents would see about a $45
increase on their property taxes
in addition to the $95 increase
they already are facing.

Judge Rules Cranford
Compliant With COAH

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – State Superior
Court Judge Lisa M. Chrystal
has deemed Cranford
Township’s Master Plan compli-
ant with the New Jersey State
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) requirements. The
township’s planning board
amended the Master Plan on
April 3.

In a decision handed down on
Monday in Superior Court in
Elizabeth, the judge ruled that
the township complied with a
December 11, 2011 order which
Judge Chrystal imposed after
the township lost a builder’s
remedy lawsuit brought by
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA).

“The decision will result in an
order of repose which will pro-
tect Cranford from any chal-
lenges relating to Fair Share
Housing until December of
2018,” said former Township
Attorney Philip Morin, who rep-
resented the township at the
compliance hearing. Mr. Morin
also said that Judge Chrystal
asked attorney Stephen
Eisdorfer of Hill Wallack LLP of
Princeton, which represents the
CDA, to prepare an order of
final judgment in the case.

Mr. Morin also said the town-
ship can now go forward to ap-
peal Judge Chrystal’s previous
decision, which ruled in favor of
the CDA building 350 apart-
ments at 215/235 Birchwood
Avenue, 54 of which would be
affordable housing units. The
township is opposed to the
project because of flooding and
contamination concerns.

Cranford has now met its first

and second round of affordable
housing obligations to the state.
If Cranford has any third round
obligations, Mr. Morin said they
cannot be met by new develop-
ment since the township has no
space to develop, but could be
met by rehabilitation of exist-
ing properties. As a result of
this compliance, 24 affordable
units will be allocated at the
Lehigh Associates project, com-
prised of 167 units to be built at
555 South Avenue.

Garwood OKs Removal of Vegetation Along Brook

Probitas Verus Honos

UCC Pres. Elected to
Coll. Presidents Board
CRANFORD – Union County

College President Margaret
McMenamin has been elected
as a board member to the Presi-
dents Academy Executive Com-
mittee (PAEC) of the American
Association of Community Col-
leges (AACC).

She will serve as the northern
region representative for a
three-year term, from July 1,
2013 to June 30, 2016. The
Presidents Academy Executive
Committee was created by the
AACC Board of Directors to ad-
vise the AACC president and
chief executive officer and AACC
Board of Directors on profes-
sional development training for
CEOs.

The PAEC serves in an advi-
sory capacity to the AACC presi-
dent and CEO in planning the
Summer Institute and provides
special sessions for presidents
at the AACC annual convention
and at the Association of Com-
munity College Trustees’ An-
nual Congress. In addition to
service on this national com-
mittee, President McMenamin
is a board member for the Na-
tional Junior College Athletic As-
sociation.


