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“We started off hot. Our serves
were working well. I like the back-
hand and serves. Then the sec-
ond set, they gained a little mo-
mentum. I think they had good
shots, then we were up and it
went to a tiebreaker and we pulled
through,” Siegel said.

“I had much better serves to-
day. We were doing well with our
volleys. He had good ground
strokes and great movement com-
ing to the net. We were more
aggressive than usual,” Kelly said.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
First singles: Rodgers (SPF) d
McDonald (S), 6-3, 6-7 (4), 6-4
Second singles: Greene (W) d Maluso
(NP), 6-2, 6-1
Third singles: Roth (W) d Leischner
(SPF), 6-2, 6-1
First doubles: Cafiero and Cymbala
(W) d Schwartz and Harkins, 6-2, 6-2
Second doubles: Siegel and Kelly (W)
d Lopez and Haas (SPF), 6-2, 7-6 (7-2)

THIRD PLACE:
First singles: Thompson (W) d Del Rey
(E), 7-5, 6-3
Second singles: Rosenheck (SPF) won
by default
Third singles: Hendy (O) d Stinchcomb
(NP), 4-6, 6-3, 6-3
First doubles: A. Ozdamar and J.
Ozdamar (SPF) d Turner and Xu (NP),
7-6 (2), 6-2.
Second doubles: Snyder and Haggerty
(S) d DiPietro and Stern (GL), 7-5, 6-3

Blue Devils Win UCT Tennis Title
in. Our serve percentage was
high, and that’s our recipe for
winning. First serve in and re-
turn, and we think we can win
every point,” Cafiero said.

“We hit solid returns. We were
great at net. ‘Caf’ would put the
ball away. Get first serves in and
be aggressive. That was pretty
much our game plan,” Cymbala
said.

Looking ahead, Cafiero said,
“We know we are playing either
Scotch Plains or Summit. We beat
both of those teams. We know
Scotch Plains and Summit are
always going to test us, because
they play with a lot of intensity
and they know how to play good
tennis. We are going to play ten-
nis we know how to play.”

Cafiero and Cymbala defeated
Summit’s Ben Swartz and Chris
Harkins, 6-2, 6-2, for the title.
Raiders Alex and Jesse Ozdamar
placed third with a 7-6 (4), 6-2,
victory over Turner and Xu.

Blue Devils Jack Siegel and Will
Kelly, seeded first at second
doubles, won, 6-0, 6-1, over the
AL Johnson opponents in the
quarters, stopped Evan DiPietro
and Josh Stern (GL), 6-1, 6-1, in
the semis then defeated Raiders
Josh Lopez and Matt Haas, 6-2.
7-6 (2) for the title.

Cougars Chris Remley & Todd Sweeney

Sixth at second doubles Cranford Committee OKs Budget
With 1.7 percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A unanimous
township committee on Tuesday
gave final approval to the 2013
municipal budget, which calls for
expenditures of $34.2 million and
a 1.69-percent increase in the
municipal portion of property
taxes.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins,
the finance commissioner, said
that the tax increase would aver-
age about $39 per household.
During the public hearing at the
committee’s business meeting,
Mr. Kalnins said appropriations
this year would be 0.69 percent
higher than in 2012. He said the
primary increases were a 4.4-
percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in
utility costs and a 13-percent
rise in debt service.

About half of the township’s
$3.4 million in surplus funds will
be used to keep the tax increase
low, he said. Looking ahead, Mr.
Kalnins said township officials
would look at an expansion in
shared-service initiatives, par-
ticularly with health services and
the chief financial officer’s office.
And he said any additional cost
savings that can be realized
through personnel changes and
alterations in the structure of the
municipal government will be
looked at. Township Administra-
tor Joseph Hartnett also said he
would seek to implement “man-
agement efficiencies” in an effort
to save money.

After a brief public hearing dur-
ing which a sole resident asked
for some clarifications on two
personnel positions, the com-
mittee voted 5-0 to approve what
Commissioner Kevin Campbell
described as a “good budget”
that “leaves a large surplus in-

tact.”
In other business during a 75-

minute meeting, the council put
off until Tuesday, May 7, a formal
vote on a bond re-funding ordi-
nance due to some problems with
the public hearing not being prop-
erly noticed in local newspapers.
The re-funding will affect $4.2
million in township debt issued
11 years ago at interest rates in
the 3-percent to 4-percent range
– far higher than rates today,
according to Commissioner
Kalnins. He estimated the sav-
ings would amount to about
$39,000 per year in interest
costs.

At the start of the meeting,
members of Brownie Troop No.
40894 led the committee in the
salute to the flag. Mayor Thomas
Hannen issued a proclamation
declaring tomorrow, Friday, April
26, as Arbor Day. Deputy Mayor
Edward O’Malley presented cer-
tificates to three local businesses
– Bebe International, Simply…
and Reel-Strong Heating and

Cooling – for conducting their
operations in environmentally
friendly ways.

Commissioner Campbell re-
minded residents that the an-
nual Rahway River cleanup will
take place this Saturday, April
27, from 9 a.m. until noon, fol-
lowed by an afternoon of “green”
activities at Hanson Park. The
annual spring downtown street
fair will be held on Sunday, May
5.

Mayor Hannen said TV35 will
be off the air from tomorrow,
April 26, until Friday, May 10, so
that the television station’s equip-
ment and operations can be
moved from the parking lot trailer
it has called home since Hurri-
cane Irene into its new facilities
inside the municipal building. The
mayor also announced that the
state Department of Community
Affairs has awarded Cranford a
$500,000 grant to help with costs
associated with repairs to the
municipal building stemming
from the August 2011 storm.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members on Tuesday approved
the removal of vegetation along
Garwood Brook via herbicide to
control rats despite a request
from United Water Rahway to
use an “alternate method.”

The resolution, initially listed
on the consent agenda of the
council’s January 22 agenda but
tabled because of the environ-
mental concerns of Democratic
Councilman Bill Nierstedt,

awarded the contract to Great
Blue Lake and Pond Manage-
ment. It was adopted Tuesday
night by a 3-1 vote with Mr.
Nierstedt voting no and both
Republicans, Jim Mathieu and
Steven Blaufeder, abstaining.

Mr. Nierstedt, who as chair-
man of the committee on streets
and roads/ecology and who in-
vestigated the matter, voted no
on the proposal after advising
the council the best option was
to go ahead with the spraying

GW OKs Removal of
Vegetation Along Brook
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