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RAIDER RODGERS WINS 1ST SINGLES TITLE IN 3 SETS, WF’S THOMPSON GETS 3RD AT 1ST SINGLES

Blue Devils Win 9th Straight UCT Boys Tennis Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) boys
tennis title was expected to be a
tossup among three teams, but
after much of the fuzz on the
tennis balls were worn down, it
was the Westfield High School
Blue Devils who prevailed to claim
their ninth straight UCT title at
Doug Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on April 19.

The Blue Devils did have a slight
edge entering the UCT with three
top seeds, a third seed and a
fourth but stepped up to the
challenge to claim four of the five
flights and grab a third in the
other to finish with 92 points,
ahead of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Raiders, who claimed
one champion, two seconds and
two thirds, to finish with a 76
total. Summit (S) finished third
with 57 points and New Provi-
dence (NP) placed fourth at 41
points. Oratory took fifth at 24,
followed by Governor Livingston
(GL) at 22, Elizabeth (E) at 16,
Cranford at 13 and Johnson at 5.

Raider sophomore Jeffrey
Rodgers, seeded first at first
singles, defeated Cranford Cou-
gar Christian Woo, 6-1, 6-0, to
face fourth-seeded Blue Devil
Scott Thompson, who had shut
out Kevin Romero (P). Rodgers
was on his game and won, 6-1,
6-1.

“I ended up playing really well
this time, probably the best I

played all year. Scotty played
well, and I ended up eking it out.
I was feeling good in everything.
I was trying to attack the net as
much as possible. I was serving
well. When everything comes
together, you have a good shot
at winning,” Rodgers said.

As to his upcoming match for
the title, he said. “I am just going
to have to prepare well. Play my
game and pretty much duplicate
what I did this morning, and
hopefully it will be the same re-
sult.”

Rodgers went to three sets with
Max McDonald (S) but prevailed,
6-3, 6-7, 6-4, breaking
McDonald’s serve three times in
the final set.

In Woo’s opening match, he

dug himself a hole against Jared
Burke (Union Catholic).

“Right now, he is seeded eighth.
It’s 5-0 right now. That’s not too
good. I didn’t expect him to be
down 5-0, but he is a comeback
kid. He does it a lot. Our team
across the board is pretty much
8th and 7th seeds,” Cougar Head
Coach Rich Goldstein said.

Woo did comeback. After drop-
ping the first set, 6-1, he won the
next two, 6-1, 6-2. Woo finished
eighth.

Thompson faced Elizabeth’s
Jorge Del Rey, last year’s UCT
first singles champ, for third place

and won in two sets, 7-5, 6-3.
“All four of us are pretty much

the same. I think it was my fore-
hand and I kept coming back to
his backhand,” Thompson said.

“All five positions! All five of our
guys won — four in the finals and
one in the consolations. In the
finals, we needed three of them
to win. Scott lost to Mr. Rodgers
and then Scott came back and
played a great match. We had a
game plan. When Scott stuck to
the game plan, he didn’t give up
points. He’s had a very, very
rough season. He’s played the
best they have to offer. Hope-
fully, this will catapult him into
being the player that we want
him to be,” Blue Devil Head CoachProbitas Verus Honos
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THIRD AT FIRST SINGLES...Blue Devil senior Scott Thompson
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FIRST AT FIRST SINGLES...Raider sophomore Jeffrey Rodgers – UCT Champion
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