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WF BOYS WIN DISTANCE MEDLEY RELAY; COUGAR GIRLS SET MEET RECORD IN TRIPLE JUMP

Viking Boys Win Four Events at Blue Devil Classic Relays
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Run for Boston” was the theme
at the 25th Blue Devil Classic
Relays, featuring 29 teams, at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 20. The Union Catholic
High School boys literally ran
away with top honors in four
events, including establishing
new meet records (MR) in the
shuttle hurdles, 4x400 and the
intermediate hurdles.

Vikings Taylor McLaughlin,
Tyrell Gibbs, Christoffe Scott and
Oba Animashaun wasted little
time setting the MR in the shuttle
hurdles with a time of 59.69,
breaking the old record of
1:02.99 set by Franklin in 2012.

“Our shuttles are real good

indoor, so moving outside, we
think we are better. We actually
ran it without our top guy [Zach
Ghizzone], our indoor champion
55-meter hurdle winner. We
have a good DM[R]. We are
hoping we will win. Our 4x2, we
are going to do pretty good at
today. Our 4x4 we will go pretty
good. We will run a nice sprint
med[ley], and I’m sure there’s
more. We are putting together a
pretty nice meet today before
Penn Relays,” Viking Head Coach
Mike McCabe said just before
the DMR (Distance Medley Re-
lay).

Blue Devils Matt Luppino, Joe
Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and Kevin
Smith out-kicked Freehold
Township and Union Catholic,

respectively, to win the DMR in
10:30.4. Vikings Andrew
Ghizzone, Mike DeAngelis, Kenny
Evely and Derek Siegel finished
in 10:38.71.

Luppino ran the 1,200 leg and
handed off to Obiajulu, who ran
the 400 leg.

“I think that’s the first time I
ran a 12 in over a year. It was a
little different. They went out
harder, but when we had about
500 to go, I realized that I had to
take the race and go in for a big
lead,” Luppino said.

“Luppino put me in great posi-
tion for running my 4. I took it
out harder than I normally do to
not lose contact. With 400 run-
ners, it’s pretty fast, so I just
went for it,” Obiajulu said.

Luzzi, who ran the 800 leg,
said, “The Westfield Classic is
never a joke. This is seriously
tough, the teams that come here
with Union Catholic that were
national champions in multiple
events. Freehold Township beat
us indoor. When all of us got the
baton, we knew we had to do our
job. Union Catholic was ahead of
me, so I knew I had to stick with
him and get to the finish as close
as I could to get it to Smith. I
knew if I got it to him and ran a
good time, it would be ours”

“I knew I had to get Union
Catholic, because he is quick. I
had to go out hard and finish
hard, because the kid from Free-
hold Township is hard to beat.
He came from about 10 seconds

back to get us at the state meet
indoor, so I had to make sure he
couldn’t come up on me,” said
Smith, who ran the 1,600 leg.

The foursome also had another
reason to come out with a fine
performance.

“Almost everybody knows what
happened in Boston. We just
wanted to do something for the
victims and what happened
there, so we got a bunch of
runners to write ‘Boston’ on their
legs. And they are having a do-
nation over at the snack bar. We
are selling shirts, and part of the
profit we get from the shirts
some of that will help the first
responders in Boston,” Smith
said.
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TAKING THE LEAD IN THE DMR...Blue Devil Kevin Smith keeps the lead in the 1,600-meter leg
of the Distance Medley Relay. Matt Luppino, Joe Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and Smith won the event.
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COUGAR TRIO...Cougars Regine Hunter, Bryanna Grant and Ashley McGuire display their
medals during the Blue Devil Classic Relays.
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