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l'ennemi du journaliste

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive muscle, superb field-
ing combined with strong pitching
molded the outcome of the
Cranford High School baseball
team’s 13-3, five-inning victory
over Governor Livingston in Ber-
keley Heights on April 18. The 6-
0 Cougars, ranked No. 2, totaled
10 hits, including one home run
and four doubles, while the 5-3
Highlanders totaled six hits, in-
cluding one home run.

Cougar starting pitcher John
Armstrong (3-0) tossed a five-
hitter, allowed three runs and
walked one in four innings on the
mound. George Georgeadis tossed
a one-hitter and walked one in his
one inning of relief.

“I thought they hit the ball well,
fortunately for us they hit the ball
spots we were playing. John
Armstrong pitched a good game,
infield played a great game; they
did a nice job. There were two
double plays and Sean Feeney
made some very good plays to-
day; credit to the infield, they
work very hard and fortunately
we were able to make plays to-
day,” said Cranford Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey, who registered
his 300th victory.

McCaffrey added, “As far as
rankings are concerned, they mean
nothing. It’s just a matter of stay-
ing in the moment, playing that
game and worrying about that. We
don’t really get involved in that
type of stuff during the season. We
worry about it towards the end. You
just want to improve every day,
just take care of the things you can
control and keep that mindset.”

Cougar shortstop Sean Feeney
sizzled with the glove and created
lots of sparks with the “metal
stick”, going 2-for-2 ,including
two, two-run doubles and scoring
one run. Feeney provided nine
assists, including three putouts,
and was part of two double plays.
Chris Folinusz (RBI) went 2-for-3
with a solo home run and double.
Alex Plick had an RBI and scored
three runs, and leadoff hitter

Tommy Trotter scored twice and
added an RBI.

The Cougars tagged Ryan
Jennings for 11 runs; six earned
on eight hits. Jennings struck out
two batters and walked four in 3-
2/3 innings. John Tomlinson en-
tered the fourth, allowing two
unearned runs to score. Barron
Natelli smacked a home run,
Jennings doubled and scored a
run, and Steve Duda added a pair

of singles and an RBI. Ian Lynch
and John Tedesco each contrib-
uted singles. The Highlanders
packed five errors.

FEENEY RAPS 2 DOUBLES, 4 RBI; PLICK SCORES 3 RUNS; FOLINUSZ WHACKS HR, DOUBLE, 2 RBI

Cougar Baseball Nine Unload Muscle on Highlanders, 13-3
“When you don’t make plays,

you don’t win. That’s really the
bottom line. Yeah, yeah it’s a
young team, young team, young
team, but it’s a learning lesson.
It’s a good bunch of kids. They
were ready to play, but when you
make five errors, you don’t de-
serve to win,” GL’s Head Coach
Chris Roof said.

The 5-3 Highlanders took a 2-0
lead in the first inning when Duda

singled and Natelli deposited a
fastball over the leftfield netting.

The Cougars took control with a
3-2 lead in the second. Jake Fore-
stall doubled to center and scored
on an infield bobble. Trotter trot-
ted to first on a dropped ball in

right and Feeney whacked a two-
RBI double to left. Folinusz led off
the third, crushing a homer to
center to make the score, 4-2.

In the bottom of the inning, the
locals came back within one when
Jennings reached on a ground-
rule double and scored on Duda’s
single to left. A well-executed (4-
6-3) Forrestal-Feeney-Plick double
play ended the inning.

“I just pounded away with
fastbalIs the whole time; they
weren’t ready for it; they were
just sitting off-speed sometimes,
so I just kept pounding fastballs,
just keep them off-balance and
not ready to hit. As the game
showed, the infield did its job and
defense really stood up for me,”
Armstrong said.

Everything fell apart for the High-
landers in the fourth when 14 Cou-
gars roared loudly for nine runs.
Feeney blasted a two-run double
to right, putting Cranford up, 6-3.
Next, with two hungry Cougars on
the base paths, Folinusz doubled
in a run, while two more Cougars
scored in the next at-bat on yet
another GL error. Cranford tallied
four more runs after that when
Trotter singled in two runs then
Plick and Sam Scheerer each added
RBI singles.

The Highlanders’ Natelli man-
aged to slap a single to kick off the
fourth but the defense growled
one last time with Feeney engi-
neering a game ending double play.

“Defense is something we take
pride in and our coaches are always
on us about that. We cannot make
errors or mistakes because it will
cost us a game, so we need to make
every play. Double plays are al-
ways a pitcher’s best friend, so we
like to get the ball out of our gloves
quickly so we can turn as many as
we can and today we did a very
good job at that,” Feeney said.
Cranford 031 90 13
Gov. Livingston 201 00 3

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING INTO SECOND BASE ON “THE HILL” AT GL...Cougar Ryan Williamson, No. 3, slides safely into second
base in the game against the Governor Livingston Highlanders in Berkeley Heights on April 18. The Cougars defeated
the Highlanders in five innings, 13-3.


