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UCPAC’s Hamilton Stage
Call  732- 499-8226   |  360 Hamilton Street, Rahway, NJ

www.americantheatergroup.org

A N e w M u s i c a l

$35 Tickets Wed thru Sat 8pm & Sun 3pm
$20 Discount Tickets for Students & Seniors

Presented by
American Theater Group

Directed by Michael BushBy Jonathan Brielle

A PASSIONATE, BAWDY,

FUNNY and 

UPLIFTING NEW MUSICAL

The true story of James Joyce and  Nora Barnacle, one of the great love affairs 
of the 20th Century that changed the face of literature forever.

April 24 – May 12 

AND

Cranford Dramatic Club

www.cdctheatre.org

78 Winans Ave

Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 276-7611

Meredith Willson's

Book, Music and Lyrics by

Meredith Willson

Story byMeredith Willson and Franklin Lacey

THE 

MUSIC MAN

May 3-18, 2013

Fri/Sat @ 8p - Sun 5/12 @ 2p

THE MUSIC MAN is presented through special arrangement with Music 

Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also 

supplied by MTI. 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019 Phone: 

212-541-4684 Fax: 212-397-4684 www.MTIShows.com
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

42
Root, Root, Root  for Humanity

3 popcorns

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL…Tom Pedas, renowned music teacher in
New Jersey for 40 years, top left, poses with his vocal students for a group bow
at the end of an informal concert they gave in Garwood at The Pointe condomini-
ums’ clubhouse on April 18, 2013. They presented the same program earlier in
the week at the Westfield Senior Citizen’s Center. Solos, duets and small groups
sang Broadway tunes as well as art songs. One poignant number from the Civil
War era, “Tell My Father,” was sung by Scotch Plains resident Conor Flood who
was accompanied on the violin by Westfield High School junior Francis Wong.
Other students are from Cranford and the surrounding area.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING BEAUTIFUL MUSIC…At The Pointe’s clubhouse in Garwood,
students of vocal teacher Tom Pedas, sing “Tell My Father,” one of two Civil War
songs the students presented to residents of the condominiums on April 18. The
informal concert that included Broadway tunes, art songs and operatic arias, was
a reprise of the program they presented to the Westfield Senior Citizens earlier
in the week. Pictured, left to right, are: Alek LoGuidace, Conor Flood, Devin
Kenney, Dan Montealegre, Noah Belmont, Bobby Morris and Shelden Mendes.

Plainfield Symphony to
Celebrate Verdi Anniversary

The Plainfield Symphony

PLAINFIELD — The 200th
anniversary of Giuseppe Verdi’s birth
(1813) will be celebrated in grand
style when the Plainfield Symphony
under the direction of Michael
Avagliano will be joined by the
Oratorio Singers of Westfield and
soloists in “An Evening with Verdi”
on Saturday, April 27, at 7 p.m. The
concert will be held in the great Gothic
stone sanctuary of the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church,
Watchung Avenue and East Seventh
Street in Plainfield.

The Oratorio Singers were
prepared for this concert and will be
conducted by principal director Trent
Johnson following a successful
concert in March at Westfield’s First
United Methodist Church. Also
joining the symphony (now in its
93rd season) will be  Verdi soloists
Janinah Burnett, soprano; Isabella
August-Demeyer, mezzo soprano;
Philip Alongi, tenor; and Kian
Freitas, baritone.

Featured in this program will be
instrumental and vocal highlights

from Verdi’s most popular romantic
operas: La Traviata, Nabucco, Don
Carlo, Il Trovatore, Aida and Un
Ballo in Maschera (The Masked
Ball).

Undeniably, many exciting
moments occur when soloists make
Verdi’s music soar. The sudden
entrances of the chorus time and
again serve to further heighten the
joy and exhileration, an art which
was mastered by Verdi. Among the
many popular selections on the
program will be the “Hymn and
Triumphal March” and “Celeste
Aida” (from Aida), the “Overture to
Nabucco” and a well known
chorusfrom Il Trovatore.

Reserved tickets are $50, general
admission is $30, senior/student $20
and children 12 and under free.
Tickets will be available at the door
or online via PayPal. For information
visit the Plainfield Symphony site at
www.plainfieldsymphony.org or call
the Plainfield Symphony at (908) 561-
5140 or the Crescent Avenue church
office at (908) 756-2468.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

I love baseball. Some even claim I’m
moved to tears when taking in the playing
field of Yankee Stadium for the first time
each season. So it is in that vein that I
declare Brian Helgeland’s 42 both a stir-
ring depiction of Jackie Robinson’s epic
breaking of the color line and a fine
addition to those films recounting the
saga of our national pastime.

But more important among the dra-
matically solid movie’s virtues is the
conscientious refresher course on racism
in America. The term sports metaphor
has never been more appropriate. And,
just as with so many other histories chroni-
cling man’s inhumanity to man, it’s shock-
ing to realize Mr. Robinson’s trials and
tribulations weren’t that long ago.

 Solid, painstaking direction, dedicated
acting performances and studiously de-
tailed art direction, from the re-creation
of ball parks long gone to beautiful post-
war cars of the period, are all brilliantly
complemented by the fashions of the day.
Dig those wild and crazy ties. Unfortu-
nately, where it really counts, attitudes
are conservative to a fault.

However, with the recent defeat of
fascism and McCarthyism still warming
up in the bullpen, the push for profits and
a glimmer of open-mindedness led to an
opportunity that wasn’t lost on Brooklyn
Dodgers owner Branch Rickey. African
Americans had served valiantly in WWII.
Progressivism was on deck. The inning
was right.

While Moses Fleetwood Walker, a
standout at Oberlin College who donned
the uniform of the Toledo Blue Stockings
for one season in 1884 is generally cred-
ited with being the first African Ameri-
can major leaguer, a color barrier was
erected shortly thereafter. Though incon-
sistent and hypocritical within its own
prejudice, it stood until 1947.

When Branch Rickey, superbly portrayed
by Harrison Ford, is first asked why he is
pioneering the integration of baseball, he
modestly attributes it to good business. But
it’s a far more altruistic vision which leads
him to pick Jackie Robinson to be a part of
the perfect storm that will help pave the way
for the civil rights reforms of the 50s and
60s.

Starring at the center of the tale, Chadwick
Boseman convincingly suits up as the des-
ignated hero. Perspicaciously handpicked
by Rickey for his determination, athletic
ability, intellect and pluck, he will need all
those qualities. Jim Crow is a formidable
foe and determined not to relinquish his
lead in the racial intimidation standings.

We are embarrassed for any surviving
relatives of Phillies manager Ben
Chapman (Alan Tudyk) when he assails

Robinson with an ugly, vitriolic tirade
tempered only, we fear, by the film’s PG-
13 rating. Insult is piled atop injury when,
added to unfair umpires and exclusion-
ary polices at hotels, some of Jackie’s
own teammates threaten boycott.

Despite our awareness of this shame-
ful portion of history, director Helgeland’s
nobly executed iteration has us duly
abashed. But it is Harrison Ford, at long
last playing a role far afield of his adven-
turesome stereotype, who winningly pro-
vides the film with its moral center. Steer-
ing the ship of reformation, his Rickey is
the hero behind the hero.

Clear as the spotlessly blue sky above
a perfectly manicured ball field, where
there’s no place for deceit to hide, this
becomes an obvious matter of right ver-
sus wrong. We have a rooting interest in
the resolve that talent and truth must
prevail over bigotry and corruption, and
entrust this inherently honest kid’s game
to be the ultimate arbiter.

Constructed of basic, logically fair
rules, the bulk of which haven’t changed
much since their evolution in the 1800s,
and perhaps inspired by the country’s
founding document itself, it’s no wonder
baseball is the national pastime. Thus it
follows that just as that esteemed parch-
ment required a 13th Amendment, the
color line, too, had to be abolished.

But before one gets too smug in the
knowledge that said inequity was over-
come, unless you checked your con-
science at the box office, the movie doubt-
lessly will get viewers to mulling what
work still needs to be done. Such is good
muckraking. Note, “M*A*S*H” (1970)
wasn’t really about Korea, but about our
problematic involvement in Vietnam.

Still, while 42 is more than a baseball
film, when you consider that baseball
aficionado Hal Teitelbaum ranks
Robinson alongside Jim Thorpe as
America’s two best athletes, more cellu-
loid might have been devoted to his sto-
ried prowess. The primary focus in that
respect is on the 4-letter, UCLA star’s
flair for rattling pitchers when on the base
paths.

Now, I don’t know what kind of a
marriage the Babbitts down the block
wage behind closed doors, let alone what
sort of bliss Jackie shared with Rachel
(Nicole Beharie). It’s just that Mrs.
Robinson, depicted as the perfect comple-
ment, is still alive. My skepticism aside,
42 steps up to the plate and delivers a fine
homage to both the man and the game.

***
42, rated PG-13, is a Warner Bros.

release directed by Brian Helgeland and
stars Chadwick Boseman, Harrison Ford
and Nicole Beharie. Running time: 128
minutes

WF BOE Announces Committee Assignments

Majestic Winds to Celebrate
NJWA 40th Anniversary

CLARK — Majestic Winds, the pro-
fessional wind band of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, will present a
concert to celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA). This event will be
presented at the Zion Lutheran Church,
559 Raritan Road, Clark, on Thursday,
May 2, at 7:30 p.m. The ensemble will
be directed by Howard Toplansky, an
NJWA staff instrumental instructor.

The featured selections on this con-
cert will be: “Aroldo” Overture by Verdi,
the Ballet Music from “William Tell”
by Rossini, and “Liebeslieder Waltzes”
by Strauss. Several soloists will also be
presented during the program. Dr. Ted
Schlosberg will perform “I Dreamed a
Dream” from Les Miserables as a
French horn solo and Frank Narucki, a
graduate of the Julliard School of Mu-
sic and a virtuoso jazz musician, will
present “Valse Coquette” by Cyril

Watters as a saxophone solo.
Several Broadway and film high-

lights will also be performed, which
are: selections from South Pacific and
Gigi as well as “Parade of the Chari-
oteers” from Ben Hur by Miklos Rozsa.

The band will present several fa-
mous marches on the program includ-
ing “New Colonial” by R.B. Hall, “Na-
tional Spirit” by S.E. Hummel and
“The Vanished Army” by Kenneth
Alford.

The NJWA was founded in 1972 by
Ted Schlossberg to offer children an
opportunity to pursue their musical
talents. In 1987, Dr. Schlosberg founded
the Music Studio to offer private in-
struction and various ensemble experi-
ences.

This concert is open to the public and
admission is $10 per person. For addi-
tional information about NJWA or
Majestic Winds, call (908) 789-9696.

TREE I.D….The Park Middle School Environmental Club pose beneath a
Chanticleer Pear in Carriage House Park in Fanwood after participating in a
Tree Identification Workshop sponsored by the Fanwood Shade Tree Commis-
sion. Club members learned to identify trees by observing tree characteristics
such as leaves, flowers and bark. The park is home to 15 different kinds of trees.
The clubs meets once a week after school to learn about environmental issues.
Club adviser, Science teacher Peggy Brown, is pictured on the right.

Webster Appointed to
Air Force Academy

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Co. —
Connor Ryan Webster, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Sean Webster of Spring-
field, Mo., and grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. William Webster of Fanwood,
has been appointed to the United
States Air Force Academy, Class of
2017.
 Formally of Lebanon Township,
Connor is a an honors graduate of
Greenwood Laboratory School on
the campus of Missouri State Uni-
versity.

WESTFIELD — Richard
Mattessich, President of the
Westfield Board of Education, an-
nounced its 2013 committee assign-
ments and chairpersons are as fol-
lows:

Budget and Finance – Mark Fried-

man; Curriculum, Instruction and
Programs – Rosanne Kurstedt; Fa-
cilities – Richard Mattessich; Long
Range Planning – Ginny Leiz; Poli-
cies – Gretchan Ohlig; Legislation
– Ann Cary; Negotiations – Ginny
Leiz; Board/Staff – Richard
Mattessich and Technology –
Mitchell Slater.

The complete list of committee
members for each of the above com-
mittees is posted at
w w w . w e s t f i e l d n j k 1 2 . o r g /
boecommittees. To contact the
board email
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org.

Garfinkel Elected to
Phi Beta Kappa

DURHAM, N.C. – Amanda
Garfinkel of Westfield was elected to
Phi Beta Kappa at Duke University.
Phi Beta Kappa is the nation’s oldest
and largest academic honor society.
She is the daughter of Laurie and
Matthew Garfinkel.

The Majestic Winds of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

Tamaques Breaks Ground
On Outdoor Classroom

WESTFIELD — Tamaques El-
ementary School in Westfield re-
cently celebrated the ground break-
ing of its Outdoor Classroom, the
first of its kind in Westfield. The
grand opening ceremony, to take
place in June in conjunction with
Tamaques’ 50th Anniversary cel-
ebration, will represent the culmi-
nation of a multi-year collabora-
tion between the faculty, staff, board
of education, parent volunteers like

Greg Blasi of Palimpsest Architec-
tural Design in Westfield, and con-
struction company Salamone De-
velopment.

The entire Westfield community
will be invited to attend the festivi-
ties. Coupled with the expanded
Tamaques School Garden, spear-
headed by Frank Fuzy, the Outdoor
Classroom will provide a unique,
multi-sensory learning environment
for students.

OUTDOOR LEARNING…Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield recently
celebrated the ground breaking of its Outdoor Classroom Pictured, left to right,
are : teacher Mary Montes, Caroline Dwyer, Maggie McCauley, teacher Frank
Fuzy, Declan McCauley, Greg Blasi, Sebastian Blasi, Principal Mike Cullen and
Adrian Blasi.

BOARD OF EDUCATION…The Westfield Board of Education announced its
2013 committee assignments and chairpersons. Pictured, seated, left to right, are:
Ginny Leiz, President Richard Mattessich, Vice-President Rosanne Kurstedt and
Lucy Biegler. Pictured, standing, left to right, are: Mitchell Slater, Mark Fried-
man, Gretchan Ohlig, Brendan Galligan and Ann Cary.


