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Blue Devil Boys Capture Ninth Straight Union County Tournament Tennis Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

good. I didn’t expect him to be down
5-0, but he is a comeback kid. He
does it a lot. Our team across the
board is pretty much 8th and 7th
seeds,” Cougar Head Coach Rich
Goldstein said.

Woo did comeback. After drop-
ping the first set, 6-1, he won the next
two, 6-1, 6-2. Woo finished eighth.

Thompson faced Elizabeth’s Jorge
Del Rey, last year’s UCT first singles
champ, for third place and won in two
sets, 7-5, 6-3.

“All four of us are pretty much the
same. I think it was my forehand and
I kept coming back to his backhand,”
Thompson said.

“All five positions! All five of our
guys won — four in the finals and one
in the consolations. In the finals, we
needed three of them to win. Scott
lost to Mr. Rodgers and then Scott
came back and played a great match.
We had a game plan. When Scott
stuck to the game plan, he didn’t give
up points. He’s had a very, very rough

season. He’s played the best they
have to offer. Hopefully, this will
catapult him into being the player
that we want him to be,” Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner said.

Blue Devil Adam Greene drew the
third seed at second singles and won
his first match, 6-0, 6-0, to advance to
the quarterfinals where he topped
Jensen Butler (GL), 7-5, 6-0. A lot was
at stake in his semifinal match with
Hilltopper Matt Celona, who had de-
feated him earlier in the season. This
time, however, Greene won, 6-1, 6-2

“I lost to him earlier, so I wanted to
beat him here at counties. I played
consistently. I attacked his backhand
a lot. I got my first serves in and kept
the ball in play and waited for him to
make errors. My serve was alright
today. I was trying to place it more
than hit it hard and hit to his back-
hand, so I could start the point off to
my advantage,” Greene said.

Greene’s next opponent for the title
would be either top-seeded Kevin

Maluso (NP) or Raider Mike
Rosenheck, who won his first match,
6-0, 6-0, and his quarterfinal match,
6-2, 6-4.

“I have beaten both of them every
time I played them. I think I just need
to play my game, and I will be fine,”
Greene said.

Maluso beat Rosenheck in three
sets, but Greene was prepared and
won, 6-2, 6-1. Rosenheck claimed
third.

“I came in knowing that I had previ-
ously lost to Summit. I needed to play
my best tennis. I played well in the
semifinal, and I kept it going into the
final, and it worked out,” Greene said.

Top-seeded at third singles, Blue
Devil Tyler Roth shut out his first
opponent in the quarterfinals then
defeated Jordan Hendy (Oratory), 6-
2, 6-0.

“My opponent was very good, very
tough for a semifinal match, but I
thought I played really well. I liked
the way I was being aggressive and
coming to the net and putting the ball
away. My backhands were good. I
was hitting through the ball. His
weapon was definitely his forehand,
so I was trying to keep it to his back-
hand, because when he got it to his
forehand, he was moving me around
the court,” Roth explained.

In the championship match, Roth
would, once again, face Raider An-
drew Leischner, whom he had de-
feated in a dual meet.

“It was definitely good to get a
chance to play against him once to get
a feel of how he plays. He’s tough. He
gets to everything. He runs down
every ball,” Roth said.

Leischner defeated Cougar Lucas
Jayne in the quarterfinals then de-
feated Pioneer Kevin Stinchcomb

(NP), 6-3, 6-0.
“It was a tough match. He came out

firing the ball well, hitting winners
off me. I knew at that point, I had to
just grind it out, try to keep it in play
and do every thing I could. Luckily
the wind was in my favor and I was
able to win,” Leischner said.

As to his upcoming match with Roth,
Leischner said, “It’s definitely going
to be a very tough match. He beat me
in the regular season, and I have to do
my best out there and grind it out.”

Roth played his “A Game” and de-
feated Leischner for the title, 6-2, 6-1.

Blue Devils Justin Cafiero and Ben
Cymbala, seeded first at first doubles,
stopped Cougars Brian Leu and Alex
Levy, 6-0, 6-1, in the quarters then
defeated Ryan Turner and Nick Xu
(NP), 6-0, 6-3, in the semifinals. Leu
and Levy finished seventh.

“New Providence is a great team, not
a powerhouse but consistent in Union
County. Ben and I went out there to just
play our best. Luckily, a lot of shots
went our way. We played consistent
doubles. Our returns were going in.
Our serve percentage was high, and
that’s our recipe for winning. First serve
in and return, and we think we can win
every point,” Cafiero said.

“We hit solid returns. We were great
at net. ‘Caf’ would put the ball away.
Get first serves in and be aggressive.
That was pretty much our game plan,”
Cymbala said.

Looking ahead, Cafiero said, “We
know we are playing either Scotch
Plains or Summit. We beat both of
those teams. We know Scotch Plains
and Summit are always going to test
us, because they play with a lot of
intensity and they know how to play
good tennis. We are going to play
tennis we know how to play.”

Cafiero and Cymbala defeated
Summit’s Ben Swartz and Chris
Harkins, 6-2, 6-2, for the title. Raid-
ers Alex and Jesse Ozdamar placed
third with a 7-6 (4), 6-2, victory over
Turner and Xu.

Blue Devils Jack Siegel and Will
Kelly, seeded first at second doubles,
won, 6-0, 6-1, over the AL Johnson
opponents in the quarters, stopped
Evan DiPietro and Josh Stern (GL),
6-1, 6-1, in the semis then defeated
Raiders Josh Lopez and Matt Haas,
6-2. 7-6 (2) for the title.

“We started off hot. Our serves
were working well. I like the back-
hand and serves. Then the second set,
they gained a little momentum. I think
they had good shots, then we were up
and it went to a tiebreaker and we
pulled through,” Siegel said.

“I had much better serves today. We
were doing well with our volleys. He

had good ground strokes and great
movement coming to the net. We were
more aggressive than usual,” Kelly said.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
First singles: Rodgers (SPF) d
McDonald (S), 6-3, 6-7 (4), 6-4
Second singles: Greene (W) d Maluso
(NP), 6-2, 6-1
Third singles: Roth (W) d Leischner
(SPF), 6-2, 6-1
First doubles: Cafiero and Cymbala
(W) d Schwartz and Harkins, 6-2, 6-2
Second doubles: Siegel and Kelly (W)
d Lopez and Haas (SPF), 6-2, 7-6 (7-2)

THIRD PLACE:
First singles: Thompson (W) d Del Rey
(E), 7-5, 6-3
Second singles: Rosenheck (SPF) won
by default
Third singles: Hendy (O) d Stinchcomb
(NP), 4-6, 6-3, 6-3
First doubles: A. Ozdamar and J.
Ozdamar (SPF) d Turner and Xu (NP),
7-6 (2), 6-2.
Second doubles: Snyder and Haggerty
(S) d DiPietro and Stern (GL), 7-5, 6-3
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Annette
Vega

BI-LEVEL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Bi-level w/vinyl siding and newer roof; 2 car
attached 4 Car Garage with Blacktop driveway in the lovely town of Scotch
Plains. 1st Floor - LR, FDR, New EIK with granite counter tops and tiled
back splash (2011), New full bath room w/skylight (2011), 3 BR. GL - FR
with sliding doors that lead to patio w/motorized full deck awning, fenced
in yard and beautiful garden (Owner is Master Gardener); 1 BR; 1/2 Bath.
CAC, One block to New York City Express Bus. $419,900.

Don
Villane

and
Donielle
Villane

NEW CONSTRUCTION TOWNHOUSE

WESTFIELD. Elm Villas - New Construction Townhouse End Unit
with 3 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bath. Steps from downtown. Large open floor
plan with abundant closet and storage space. Large rear yard 114 ft deep.
Gourmet kitchen with granite, center island and SS appliances. Master
bedroom includes two WIC & relaxing bath. Generous sized bedrooms,
2nd floor laundry; 3rd floor featuring bedroom/loft area and full bath.
Front porch and private back patio. Split two-zone HVAC. $950,000.

Ernest “Ernie”
Fantini

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom Luxury "New Construction" Homes located
in Scotch Meadow Estates. This colonial style home is one of five new
homes situated on a private cul-de-sac on the south side of Scotch Plains by
the golf course & country club. This home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths.
FLR w/fireplace, FDR, Gourmet kitchen w/granite counter tops & wood
cabinetry opening to FR. Master suite w/walk in closet & spa-like master
bath, 3 additional BRs & 2 baths w/ walk up attic. Starting at $799,900.

Associate of the Month

Martha
Schilling

SPLIT LEVEL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Sprawling split level home situated on .92 acres
of park-like property featuring 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, living room with
fireplace, bow window and gleaming wood floor, formal dining room,
large eat-in kitchen and family room with easy access to patio, yard and
built-in pool. The recreation room with adjoining bath could be used
as an au-pair suite. Many updates include windows, furnace, CAC,
driveway, roof and more! Call for your private showing. $749,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES

Nancy
Kronheimer

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. NYC style Chef`s professional kitchen with Wolf, Sub
Zero & Bosch appliances, wet bar, gorgeous granite counters & glass tiled
backsplash. Kitchen rail system for cooking tools & professional lighting.
Integrated audio system in kitchen & thruout home. Bath rooms with
custom tile work, top of the line fixtures, body sprays & towel warmers.
Fabulous location on cul-de-sac, close to schools, town & train. Professionally
landscaped private backyard & custom paver patio. $1,195,000.

SPLIT LEVEL

CRANFORD. Spacious 4 Bedroom Split Level on a quiet tree lined
street. Living Room with wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining
Room, 2 1/2 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen, Hardwood floors throughout.
Family Room and powder room on ground level. Full basement. New
roof and freshly painted exterior. Moments to award winning schools,
parks and transportation. $559,900.

Patricia
“Patty”

O’Connor

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman
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