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While attending the New Jersey Scho-
lastic Coaches Association’s program
for its April 14 induction dinner, I read
through the program while waiting for
swim coach Jeff Knight to be honored.

The Hall of Fame started in 1961 to
honor football coaches-only for unde-
feated seasons. In 1964 the New Jersey
Interscholastic Coaches Association
honored coaches of all sports – past and
present – who had been nominated by
their peers in their respective counties.
In 1995, the NJSCA assumed sponsor-
ship of the Hall of Fame.

WHS has seven inductees in the
NJSCA Hall of Fame and they are, in
order of induction: Bob Duncan (1964),
Gary Kehler (1971), John Lay (1974),
Sam Bunting (1976), Carol Donner
(1983), Bob Brewster (2003) and Mike
Tirone (2008). Former WHS basketball
coach Neil Horne is on the list, inducted
in 1995, but representing Somerville.

That seemed to be about the proper
number of inductees among the major-
ity of the schools; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (no Jean Poquette?) had four
and Cranford three (no Nemo Koury or
Herbie Farrell?).

Then I noticed what seemed like a
disproportionate number of names with
Bridgewater-Raritan HS listed next to
their names. In fact, I noticed it
TWENTY SIX times.

Now, being fair, Bridgewater-Raritan
High School has been a successful pro-
gram since the mid-1960s. Of course,
when you combine one Group 4 school
with one giant Group 3 school into one
gigantic Group 4 school, you probably
should be good. (Hint: Imagine com-
bining Westfield and SP-F into one
sports-crazed Group 4 school.)

But to have almost four times the
number of coaches inducted as WHS,
the all-time Group 4 leader in combined
state team and individual champion-
ships? The coaches had to have had at
least a little bit to do with that.

C’mon …No Walt Clarkson?, No
Merilyn Diamond?, No Chuck
Gantner?, No George Kapner?, No Joe
Freeman?, No Uncle Joe Della Badia?,
No Shaun Cherewich?, No Jack Mar-
tin?, No Thom Hornish?, No Kathy
Luckey?, No Ed Tranchina?, No Maggie
McFadden?, No Bev Torok?, No Ed
Tirone?, No Perry Coultas?, No Pete
Giordano?, No Walt Leonow?, No Tony
Berardo?, No John Turnbull?

Sacre-freakin’-bleu!
Those 19 names – and there’s not a

name among them who doesn’t deserve
the honor – would get WHS’s total up to
… 26, equaling Bridgewater’s existing
total.

LACROSSE UPDATE
Elizabeth Cusick and Courtney Weisse

have written their names into the WHS
record books, replacing the great Mor-
gan Lang (’02) as the career leaders in
goals (Cusick), assists (Weisse) and points
(Cusick and Weisse). And they’ve re-
written it in pencil, because they aren’t
quite finished yet.

After Saturday’s game against Glen
Ridge, the senior standouts are now 1-2
in career points at WHS. Cusick has 222
goals (No. 1) and 58 assists for 280
career points. Weisse has 176 goals
(No. 3) and 99 assists (No. 1) for 275
career points. Lang had the old marks at
191, 81 and 272.

Cusick also broke her own single-
game records with nine goals and 13
points in the wild 25-13 win over
Kinnelon. She shared both old marks
with Liz McCarthy (’09).

Lang went on to a four-year career at
William and Mary College, where she
was team captain the last two years.
Cusick will head to Stanford in the fall,
while Weisse is going to Dartmouth.

BASEBALL UPDATE
This was the week that was – six

games in six days – or TW3 for the
baseball team, turned out to be not quite
that. With Friday night’s rain canceling
Saturday’s morning game against
Sayreville, it ended up just a five-game

week. The overall numbers were 3-2,
including a 3-0 in conference games.

It started out with Kevin Galasso
pitching a nice, 4-2 win over Elizabeth,
taking a shutout into the seventh inning.
That was followed by a 13-3 humilia-
tion against a North Hunterdon team
that showed no signs of 10-running
anybody when it scrimmaged WHS in
the snow in late March.

Brad Norris spun a two-hitter with
six strikeouts and no walks in a 2-0 win
over Linden on Thursday. But Saturday
afternoon, the Devils lost 13-3 to
Watchung Hills, another 10-run mercy
ending. Two near-shutouts and two 10-
run losses. Can you say Jekyll and Hyde?

The week ended with Sunday night’s
9-4 win over Union at TD Bank Ballpark
in Bridgewater. Galasso was again the
route-going winner, and he was the bene-
factor of an 8-run, 35-minute top of the
first inning. And those eight runs were
mostly errors, walks and hit batters.
With temperatures in the mid-40s, hopes
of a winning 10-run mercy game danced
– heck, they were doing the Harlem
Shake! – in everyone’s heads. Unfortu-
nately, that wasn’t to be.

Biggest cheers of the night were for
Will DeGregorio, a 4-year-old from
Cranford who is battling cancer. Will,
whose mother teaches at WHS, was
introduced with the Blue Devils and
high-fived all the players and coaches.
Then he threw out the first pitch to Mike
Ionta, as the crowd roared.

The Union County Tournament,
which was seeded on Monday night,
kicks off today with the preliminary
round; first-round games will be played
Saturday. With their up-and-down 5-6
record through Sunday, the Devils could
be looking at a game today.

TENNIS UPDATE
It wasn’t without a bit of a sweat, but

the boys team won its ninth straight
Union County Tournament title by a 92-
76 margin over SP-F. Summit was a
distant third with 57.

Raider phenom Jeffrey Rodgers,
maybe their best player since Jeff Miller
in the early 1970s, won at first singles,
but WHS swept the other four flights in
straight sets, with Adam Greene getting
his second straight title at No. 2 singles
and freshman Tyler Roth the first of
what could be several at No. 3 singles.
Justin Cafiero and Ben Cymbala were
at No. 1 doubles, and Will Kelly and
Jack Siegel at No. 2 dubs.

Scott Thompson, who fell to Rodgers
in the semifinals, won a tough 7-5, 6-3
bout over Elizabeth’s Jorge Rodriguez
Del Ray in the third-place consolation
match.
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CANONE, McNEELY NET 2 GOALS EACH

Verona Laxers Ground
SPF Lady Raiders, 12-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Casie Milmoe, Lauren Ednie and
Jackie Brozyna found the seams in the
second half to pull the Verona Hillbil-
lies past the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls lacrosse team, 12-5,
in Scotch Plains on April 18.

Milmoe finished with five goals,
Brozyna finished with three goals and
an assist and Ednie netted three goals,
while teammate Ellen Aracil added a
goal and an assist for the 4-2 Hillbil-
lies. Midfielder Annie Cannone and
attacker Andrea McNeeley each
notched a pair of goals and midfielder
Haley Regan added a goal and an
assist for the 3-5 Raiders. Raider goalie
Megan Welsh made five saves in the
first half and three in the second half.

Brozyna scored first two minutes
into the game, but Cannone came
back to knot the score two minutes
later. With 12:21 left in the half, the
Hillbillies scored then took a 3-1 lead
six minutes later. McNeely found the
net moments later then Verona made
the score, 4-2, just before the half.
Verona goalie Amanda Maguire made
six of her 10 saves in the half.

“The first half was competitive.
The score at the half was 4-2, and I

thought that we played pretty well.
We were controlling the tempo at
times, especially off the draw. That is
always key. If you can control the
draw, you control the tempo. My as-
sistant coach Ryan McKenna has been
working on draws with a few of the
girls, we have three girls, who are our
main draw specialists,” Raider Head
Coach Rob Rafferty said.

But it did not take long for the
Hillbillies to find seams and, with the
help of penalty shots, jumped to an 8-
2 lead with just over eight minutes off
the clock in the second half. McNeely
added her second goal with 16:51
remaining and a little later Cannone
made the score 9-4. Regan’s goal
came with 1:36 remaining.

“Verona came out and controlled
the tempo and transitioned extremely
well. They took us out of our game,
we were unable to do the things that
make us an effective team. They put a
lot of pressure on us in the midfield
and that caused us to turn the ball over
and not do the things necessary to get
the ball into the attacking third. The
girls played with effort as they al-
ways do,” Coach Rafferty said.
Verona 4 8 12
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 3 5

Saturday will be the 16th Westfield
Invitational at the legendary Westfield
Tennis Club. The event began in 1997 and
has been held every year except 2001
when it was rained out. Westfield has won
its own event seven times. Moorestown
won in 2012. First round match-ups at 11
a.m. have Westfield/Montclair and SPF/
Moorestown. Finals are at 2 p.m.

TRACK UPDATE
Westfield managed to pick up a pair

of first places at the 25th Blue Devil
Classic last Saturday at Gary Kehler
Stadium. The boys won the distance
medley relay, with Matt Luppino, Joe
Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and Kevin Smith
clocking 10:30.28. Mae Devin and Ida
Chen went a combined 16 feet to win
the pole vault relay.

This weekend, of course, is the Penn
Relays in Philadelphia.

MOVIE REVIEW
The movie “42” is a definite ****

popcorns. And the public actually agrees,
since it made “42” the biggest selling
baseball movie ever on opening week.

Chadwick Boseman is almost spot on
as Jackie Robinson, the breaker of ma-
jor league baseball’s color barrier in
1947, although his running technique
was a little weak. But in every other
way, he was Robinson reincarnated.

Harrison Ford as Brooklyn Dodgers
owner Branch Rickey and John C.
McGinley as Dodgers announcer Red
Barber could not have been more per-
fectly cast. I’m not sure how Rickey’s
voice sounded, but Ford is just his usual
great. But McGinley – who wasn’t born
until 1959, when Barber was winding
down his announcing career with the
New York Yankees – obviously did his
homework on Barber’s voice inflec-
tions. I absolutely thought it was the
“ol’ redhead” speaking when the cam-
era was following the on-field action.

And just seeing some of the old
ballparks, even if they were computer
generated, was almost worth the price
of admission – Ebbets Field in Brook-
lyn, the Polo Grounds in Manhattan,
Crosley Field in Cincinnati and Forbes
Field in Pittsburgh. What a nostalgic
trip. There’s just something about the
old stadiums and even the old basket-
ball/hockey arenas, like the old Madi-
son Square Garden and Boston Garden.
(But it’s probably just the smell of urine
in the walkways and guitar-playing
folkies, the memories of my youth.)

IN PASSING
Frank Bank passed away last week at

the age of 71. Bank was best known for
his portrayal of Clarence (Lumpy) Ru-
therford on the 1957-63 TV classic
Leave It to Beaver. It was between
clumsy bully Lumpy and wise guy Eddie
Haskell as to who was the best part of
that show. Beaver, Wally, Ward and
June Cleaver may have been the big
names, but Lumpy and Eddie stole the
show every week.

The Devil’s Den appears when war-
ranted in The Westfield Leader during
the scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints and suggestions
at bj1019@aol.com or 267-307-7138.
And remember, win or not, Whs4evr!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLING FOR POSSESSION...Raider Andrea McNeely battles a Verona Hillbillie for possession of the ball as
teammates Elsa Leistikow, No. 12, and Erin Weber, No. 10, look on.


