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FIRE PREVENTION MONTH…The Mountainside Fire Department visited the
Mountainside Campus of Holy Trinity Interparochial School for Fire Prevention
Month. All the apparatus on the fire truck was explained and after watching a
video, fire safety procedures were reviewed. Each child received a helmet and
coloring book.

For over 140 years, Jesuit education at Saint Peter’s Prep has meant a commitment to educating young 
men of competence, conscience and compassion. 
Discover what a Jesuit education means to students from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and 120 more 
communities...and what it can mean to you! Join us at our Spring Open House, Sunday, May 5, 1 to 3 p.m.  
or visit spprep.org/discover today!
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AMAZON PROJECT…Four seventh grade students from Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains held a fundraiser on April 7 to support The Amazon Health
Project. The Amazon Health Project is a grass roots non-profit organization that
provides education, medical and dental treatment to remote indigenous commu-
nities in the Peruvian Amazon river basin. The students collected soccer balls, air
pumps and monetary donations, to send to children in the Amazon communities.
The event also provided numerous Scotch Plains students with information about
the endangered Amazon region, and a chance to connect with children from the
region through letter writing. Rob Dietze of Beautiful Kitchen Concepts donated
the space to hold the event. For more information about this organization, visit
AmazonHealthproject.org. Pictured, left to right, Ethan Cohen, Victor Devizio,
who is holding a handmade ball the children of the Amazon use to play soccer;
Patrick Downey and Jhadir Coleman.

WHS Students Earn Honors
At Mega Math Competition
WESTFIELD — A team of

Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dents recently won recognition in
2013 Moody’s Mega Math Challenge,
a major applied mathematics compe-
tition. WHS seniors Jenny Amador,
Lily Burtness, and Andres Chang, and
juniors Lucia Liu and Matt Lupino,
received an Honorable Mention in the
2013 Moody’s Mega Math Challenge.

Nearly 6,000 students, belonging to
a record 1,281 teams from 29 states,
participated in the competition. The
Westfield team was one of only 55
teams to earn an award.

Starting at 7 a.m. on March 3,
participant teams were given 14 hours
to solve this year’s Challenge prob-
lem: to develop a mathematical model
for a city to evaluate alternative recy-
cling methods. The model was re-

quired to predict the amount of plas-
tics that would end up in landfills in
the next ten years under each method.
Then the model had to be applied to
three actual cases: Fargo, N.D., Price,
Utah, and Wichita, Kan.

The Westfield team members ob-
tained and analyzed the relevant data.
Then, applying regression analysis,
numerical integration, and other ad-
vanced techniques, they built a model
and produced a twenty page paper
with a solution to the challenge.

Last week, the team members and
their advisor-coach, Les Jacobsen of
Westfield High School, learned that
they had earned the Honorable Men-
tion and an associated $1,000 prize.
Their accomplishment was recog-
nized at a recent meeting of the
Westfield Board of Education.

Optimist Club of WF Awards
Youth Volunteer Award

YOUTH VOLUNTEER…Westfield High School senior Alex Jeffery, left, is
presented with a plaque from Optimist Club of Westfield member Brent Beene,
chairperson of the Youth Volunteer Award.

WESTFIELD — The Optimist
Club of Westfield recognized Alex
Jeffery, a senior at Westfield High
School, as the winner of the 2013
Optimist Club Youth Volunteer
Award. The award is given annually
to a high school junior or senior who
is a resident of Westfield and has
volunteered a substantial amount of
time and effort to help others.

This is the 17th year the Optimist
Club of Westfield has recognized out-
standing young people who have dis-
tinguished themselves through volun-
teer service to the community. Many of
the nominees show a long history of

volunteerism through their schools,
churches and the community at large,
and Alex Jeffery is no exception.

However, what set Alex apart from
this impressive group of young people
was his dedication and leadership in
school and extracurricular activities.
Alex is the Westfield High School Stu-
dent Government president and former
treasurer, a National Honor Society
member, one of the student organizers
for the Westfield Concert for Hurricane
Sandy Relief, an AGAPE Soup Kitchen
volunteer, a Holy Trinity peer minister,
a volunteer for the Crohn’s and Colitis
Foundation of America, and a volun-
teer French teaching mentor for the
Foreign Language Awareness Group.

Alex plans to attend George Wash-
ington University’s Elliot School of
International Affairs in the Univer-
sity Honors Program and major in
International Security Studies and/or
International Public Health. Alex was
presented with a plaque and a cash
award at the Optimist Club dinner
meeting held at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club in April.

Students Initiated into
Phi Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La. – The fol-
lowing local students recently were
initiated into The Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi: Carly Erman of
Westfield, Laura Ruppel of Cranford,
Ethan Krell of Westfield and Nicole
Nardone of Garwood.

UC Celebrates 50th Anniv.
With ‘Golden Weekend’

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
Catholic High School (UC) will cel-
ebrate its 50th Anniversary “Golden
Weekend” from Friday, April 26, to
Monday, April 29. There are a num-
ber of exciting events that are planned.

The Wine and Cheese Reception
will be held on Friday, April 26, from
7-10 p.m. The cost is $20 per person
and guests must be at least 21 years
old with valid photo I.D. Attire is
business casual and the price includes
wine, beer, water, soda, cheese, and
other light appetizers.

Union Catholic memorabilia of the
past and present will be on display
and building tours will be available
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Limited tick-
ets will be available at the door; call
(908) 889-1600, extension no. 351,
for availability.

There will be a free, rain-or-shine
Family Field and Fun Day on Satur-
day, April 27, from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. at
UC. The event will include games, a
photo booth, a bouncy house, a Rita’s
Italian Ice stand, face painting, and
more! 50th Anniversary apparel and
the 50th Anniversary cookbook will
be available for purchase. All are
welcome and RSVP’s are not neces-
sary.

The 50th Anniversary Mass and
brunch will be held on the UC Cam-

pus on Sunday, April 28. Mass begins
at 11 a.m. and the brunch begins at 12
noon. The cost is $5 per person and
$25 per family and includes a conti-
nental breakfast. Present at the brunch
will be Michael Rosenbloom, author
of “When Stars Were in Reach: The
Who at Union Catholic High School,”
who will be selling and signing cop-
ies of his book. The book tells the true
story of a group of high school stu-
dents who dreamt big and booked
rock legends, The Who, to play at UC
on November 29, 1967, launching
UC into its rock era days of the late
60s and early 70s. Limited tickets
will be available at the door; call
(908) 889-1600, extension no. 351,
for availability.

Union Catholic will host a 50th
Anniversary Gala Dinner this Satur-
day, April 27, at Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club and a Golf Classic Outing,
also at Shackamaxon, on Monday,
April 29. E-mail
uc50@unioncatholic.org or call (908)
889-1600, extension no. 351, for
availability and ticket purchasing in-
formation for these two events.

Those interested in reserving tick-
ets online can do so at
www.unioncatholic.org/community/
bulletinboard/2012-2013/2013-02-
05-50th-invite.php.

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY...Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains will
celebrate its 50th Anniversary “Golden Weekend” from Friday, April 26, to
Monday, April 29.

WHS to Present Second
Annual Jazz Night May 3

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS), in collaboration
with Edison Intermediate School
and Roosevelt Intermediate School,
will present its second annual Jazz
Night on Friday, May 3, at 7 p.m.
This event is open to the entire
community and will feature perfor-
mances by five bands, comprised
of the Westfield High School Jazz
Ensemble and Stage Band; the
Edison Intermediate School Jazz
Band; and the Roosevelt Interme-
diate School Early Morning Jazz
and The Accidentals.

The program for the evening has
been formulated to appeal to listen-
ers of all ages and will consist of
standards by Benny Carter, Duke
Ellington and George Gershwin, as
well as tunes by Chick Corea, Earth,

Wind and Fire and Chuck
Mangione.

A casual jazz club atmosphere
will be set in the WHS Cafeteria B
for this special evening, complete
with individual seating closer to the
stage and tables for socializing in
groups. Snacks and desserts, as well
as soft drinks, will be served.

Westfield High School is located
at 550 Dorian Road in Westfield.
There is ample parking behind the
school, with doors from the park-
ing lot leading directly to Cafeteria
B.

Tickets are $5 in advance, before
Saturday, April 27, and $6 at the
door. For ticket reservations and
more information, contact Chris
Vitale, Director of Bands, at
cvitale@westfieldnjk12.org.

SPFHS DECA Students Win Scholarships

JAZZ NIGHT… Westfield High School in collaboration with Edison Intermedi-
ate School and Roosevelt Intermediate School, will present its second annual Jazz
Night on Friday, May 3, at 7 p.m. The Westfield High School Jazz Ensemble
prepares for Jazz Night.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
Olivia Nelson and Chris Stone, mem-
bers of the DECA chapter of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, both
received $1,500 scholarships to their
perspective colleges at DECA States
held in Cherry Hill on April 7.

Olivia will be attending High Point
University in North Carolina and
Chris will be attending the University
of Pennsylvania—Wharton School of
Business.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School was the only school to receive
two scholarships. DECA is the co-
curricular Marketing and Business
Club at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. DECA provides opportuni-
ties for students to develop skills in
the areas of vocational understand-
ing, leadership development, civic
consciousness, and social intelli-
gence. Tamela Beene is the DECA
advisor

DECA...Olivia Nelson and Chris Stone,
members of the DECA chapter of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
both received $1,500 scholarships to
their perspective colleges at DECA
States held in Cherry Hill on April 7.

Safely Dispose Of Unwanted
Medications April 27

AREA — Police Departments in
the area including Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Cranford will be partici-
pating in “Operation Take-Back New
Jersey” on Saturday, April 27 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This nationwide
program allows residents to dispose
of their expired, unused or unwanted
medications in a safe and non-haz-
ardous manner.

Medications may be deposited in a
drop box located at Westfield Police
Headquarters. A detective will be
available to accept the medications
and to answer any questions.

In Cranford, the event will take
place at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue.

The Scotch Plains Police and the
Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) will give the public its sixth
opportunity in three years to prevent
pill abuse and theft by ridding their
homes of potentially dangerous ex-
pired, unused, and unwanted prescrip-
tion drugs. Bring your medications

for disposal to the Scotch Plains Po-
lice at 430 Park Ave. Scotch Plains.
The service is free and anonymous,
no questions asked.

Studies show that a majority of
abused prescription drugs are ob-
tained from family and friends, in-
cluding from the medicine cabinet.
In addition, Americans are now ad-
vised that their usual methods for
disposing of unused medicines-flush-
ing them down the toilet or throwing
them in the trash-is unacceptable as
both pose potential safety and health
hazards. Last September, Americans
turned in 244 tons of prescription
drugs at over 5,200 sites.

The purpose of this program is to
ensure the proper disposal of medi-
cations and to prevent them from
falling into the hands of children. No
identification is required and the dis-
posal of medications is completely
voluntary and anonymous. Needles,
syringes and other sharp objects will
not be accepted.

UNICO...The UNICO District X met at Giovanna’s in Plainfield recently.
Pictured, left to right, are: Jack Genchi, president of the Hillsborough chapter;
Angelo Bonanno, president of the Hillside chapter; John G. DeAndrea, president
of the Plainfields’ chapter; Robert Bengivenga, District X governor; Geri Samuel,
president of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood chapter; Ralph Bernardo, president of
the Clark chapter, Courtney Villani, president of the Elizabeth chapter, and Joe
Almeida, president of the Union chapter.

Lance Awarded ‘Spirit
Of Enterprise Award’
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-

man Leonard Lance (NJ-7) was
awarded the prestigious “Spirit of En-
terprise” award recently by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce for his support
of pro-jobs, pro-growth policies dur-
ing the second session of the 112th
Congress.

“In the face of high-stakes politics
and difficult choices, Representative
Lance provided America’s job creators
with a strong voice in Congress,” said
Thomas J. Donahue, President and CEO
of the U.S. Chamber. “This award rec-
ognizes Rep. Lance for consistency.”

The Chamber’s prestigious Spirit of
Enterprise Award, in its 25th year, is
given annually to members of Con-
gress based on key business issues out-
lined in the Chamber publication, “How
They Voted.” Members who support
the Chamber’s position on at least 70
percent of those votes qualify to re-
ceive the award.

According to the scorecard, Lance
received a 92 percent rating with the
Chamber in 2012 — the second high-
est score in the New Jersey congres-
sional delegation.

The Chamber scored Congress on
12 House votes in 2012, including the
establishment of Permanent Normal
Trade Relations (PNTR) with Russia,
and the reauthorization of surface trans-
portation legislation. Also scored were
votes to repeal onerous provisions in
the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act, improve the process by which
regulations are promulgated, and bet-
ter secure the United States from cyber
threats.

“I am honored to receive this presti-
gious award and will continue to work
in a bipartisan capacity to strengthen
our economy and put more Americans
back to work,” said Lance after receiv-
ing the award.

Business leaders back home also
praised the Seventh District lawmaker
for understanding the needs of New
Jersey’s small businesses and job cre-
ators in the Garden State.

“Congressman Lance understands
that the private sector creates the jobs
we need, not the government,” said
Paul Boudreau, the president of the
Morris County Chamber of Com-
merce.


