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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Seriously Discuss Town Priorities
Rather Than Engage In Gimmicks

Outstanding Support From Emergency
Responders Regarding Bomb Threat

Another Union County Self-Perk;
Insurance Opt-Out Costing $1,665,000

Thank You Does Not Accurately
Express What We Feel Toward All

On April 16 there was a bomb
threat at SPFHS. While we are grate-
ful that this threat turned out to be a
hoax, in light of the changing context
in which we live and on the heels of
the recent events in Boston, clearly
all threats much be taken seriously.

Ensuring the safety of students and
staff is essential and we are grateful
that the emergency responders were
focused on conducting a very careful
search of the high school. We are
fortunate to have received outstand-
ing support from the Scotch Plains
Police Department and K9 unit and
the Scotch Plains Fire Department
along with a range of emergency
responders that included the Fanwood
Police Department, the Union County
Sheriff’s K9 Unit, the N.J. State Po-

lice K9 Unit and the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

I want to thank these dedicated
emergency responders who not only
supported us during this event, but
who work tirelessly everyday to keep
us all safe. All of their efforts were
exceptional, and our community
should breathe a sigh of relief know-
ing we are in such capable hands! My
sincere thanks, as well, to the entire
high school staff for their care and
guidance of our students during this
emergency. As President Obama said,
“Security is a process of constant
improvement ...” Working together
we will all continue to do our best for
the safety of our schools.

Margaret Hayes, Supt.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools

I, along with quite a few Scotch
Plains residents, attended last week’s
standing room only Town Council
meeting where many people spoke in
opposition to the budget cuts pro-
posed for the Library. I and four other
members of the public also attended
the public budget workshop on March
19th when the library cuts first came
to light and at that time the library
director objected to the cuts, as did a
member of the public. The Council
has been aware of objections to the
cuts to the library’s budget since the
day they were first made public.

Contrary to statements made at the
Council meeting, it is clear that the
town budget most definitely does cut
the library’s budget. On sheet 34 of
the town’s budget summary (which is
publicly available) it is plain as day
that the budget is being cut by about
$109,000. There is no way to claim
otherwise. The cuts are not rumored
or imaginary nor are members of the
public misinformed of the facts. Nei-
ther are the library cuts forced on the
town by state requirements. State law
establishes a minimum standard for
library funding, based on the assessed
value of real estate in each town.
Towns can, and many do and as did
Scotch Plains in past years, fund their
library in excess of the state mini-
mum.

The proposed town budget gives
the library the minimum level of fund-
ing required under state law
($1,285,000). Compare that to Sum-
mit, a town of pretty much the same
population as Scotch Plains, where
the minimum level of library funding
is a million dollars higher. Do we
want a ‘minimum’ library? I don’t
think so. But that’s the number in the
budget.

We heard at the Council meeting
that $67,000 in money from 2012
was “discovered” by the town’s fi-
nancial officer. A big deal was made
of that. The library had $67,000 in its
accounts at year end, but $55,000 is
already earmarked to pay 2012 bills.
How can someone responsibly treat
all of that $67,000 as somehow being
available to cover 2013 expenses?

Isn’t that double counting? Won’t
that leave the Library short come
next year when it tries, but can’t, pay
end-of-year bills?

We also heard that the Library had
state aid money available. At last
week’s library trustees meeting, the
library confirmed that it does have
about $90,000 in unspent state aid.
That money, which sits with the town
and is part of the town’s “surplus,”
has been built up over the years. And
yes, you can argue that the library
ought to spend that money. But the
library’s own financial people have
in past years held that money in re-
serve in case emergencies come up
(such as broken sewer pumps or air
conditioners). They’ve decided that
this is a prudent thing to do. The
Council (or at least the governing
majority) seems to think that they
know better. Against the advice of the
library’s own financial people who
are familiar with the library’s finances,
the Council wants the library to use
those reserves and run the risk that
unexpected expenses come up later.

The town budget is increasing by
about $415,000 compared to last year,
and is increasing by about $820,000
over what was spent last year. At the
Council meeting there was a lot of
talk about how times are tough. Yes,
they are but not so much for the town
budget. It is increasing quite a bit,
largely because of salary increases.
The town is also increasing spending
for lawyers, engineers and other ser-
vice providers. Since spending is
going up for some things, either we
need more revenue or we need to cut
spending elsewhere. The council
ought to have a serious discussion of
the town’s priorities rather than en-
gage in accounting gimmicks and
using in one-year reserves which have
been carefully built up over time.
And many Scotch Plains residents, it
seems, think the library ought to be a
higher priority than do several mem-
bers of the Council.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Three-hundred-and-thirty-three
Union County employees are taking
advantage of a $5,000 health insur-
ance opt-out payment at a cost to
county taxpayers of $1,665,000.

This program is not a mandate; it is
issued through the generosity of the
freeholders. Four of whom are re-
ceiving the $5,000 stipend, in addi-
tion to their approximately $30,000
part-time freeholder salaries: Linda
Carter, B.J. Kowalski, Chrisfour other
Sullivans) – Sullivan doesn’t receive
his freeholder salary because he is
paid $130,000 as the executive direc-
tor of the Union County Utilities
Authority.

Because he’s a constitutional of-
ficer, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich receives
a $142,728 salary while collecting
his $84,489.60 pension. Off the radar

was the fact that he is also receiving
a $5,000 stipend from Union County
for opting out of the health plan.
Froehlich’s wife, Marlene Froehlich,
is on the county payroll with the title
of telephone operator, her salary is
$73,100.45. Total compensation to
the Froehlich household is $305,318.

A quick glance through the list
shows other retires such as Andrew
Moran, public safety director, salary
$113,796, public pension $85,733,
plus $5,000 stipend = $204,429; and
some employees that also have
spouses on the county payroll or other
public payrolls; or spouses that are
retired.

Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Association

Cranford

Dear Community of Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Garwood, Fanwood
and Cranford, each and every year,
we are so astounded and grateful
beyond words to the outpouring of
support for Liam’s Room
(www.liamsroom.org). No matter
what the event or campaign, the Town
of Westfield and surrounding towns,
get behind and support our efforts.
Whether financially, volunteering
time, skills or echoing our message
and mission, whatever we ask, and
even when we don’t, many have
stepped up.

This year has been no different. It
has been almost four years since
Liam’s Room at Overlook Medical
Center had its ribbon cutting. Since
that time, our Board of Directors has
continued to work very hard to raise
awareness and money in order to
continue to create more home like
inpatient rooms for families whose
child is struggling with a chronic,
potentially life shortening illness, as
well as educate medical staff on imple-
menting pediatric palliative care to
those families.

Westfield, and the surrounding
towns, has continued to embrace our
efforts and exceed our expectations.
Every time we have asked for a dona-
tion, volunteers, or to swing a bat to
support us, you have.

It is because we live in such a gen-
erous and caring place that we are able
to open a second Liam’s Room at
Goryeb Children’s Hospital at
Morristown Medical Center, and con-
tinue to bring care, love and hope to
families faced with the unimaginable.
Even the smallest effort can have a
significant impact on those that are
faced with unbearable circumstances.

Thank you does not seem to accu-
rately express what we feel toward
each and every person that has shown
support to Liam’s Room. While we
were blessed to have Liam in our
lives, so many who never met him
seem to have been touched by his
spirit as well, and have carried on the
message that we believe he was sent
here to tell us.

Peter and Lisa McNamara
Co-Founders, Liam’s Room

Westfield

The Dancing Cop – Good Publicity
Is Hard to Come By

You may recall several years ago when Westfield
had a policeman dressed in his dandies directing
traffic downtown at the intersection by the Rialto
Theatre. It was comforting – conveyed a feeling of
community, simpler life and the Norman Rockwell
aura that many hanker for while escaping the mo-
ment of more complex times.

This weekend, “The Dancing Cop,” Tony Lepore
– famous from New York to Boston via Providence,
R.I. – will entertain Westfield residents in traffic.
Tony will be at the Westfield Armory directing
traffic for the car show (11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
afterwards the 45 minute Dancing Cop Show.).

Since 1984, Tony Lepore has been entertaining
drivers and pedestrians in downtown Providence
with his dance moves and whistle-blowing – all
while directing traffic.

www.providencedancingcop.com.
He told us that as a young policeman, being

assigned traffic duty was at the bottom of the heap.
So, he decided to make it interesting and started his
dance routines to perform the work. When called

into the office by his superiors, he felt certain to be
facing their wrath.

Fortunately, his bosses received many compli-
ments from residents about Tony’s work at the
intersection. He was asked if he would continue,
and he has done so to this day, even into his
retirement. Police officers are asked to do many
difficult things, and good publicity is hard for them
to come by. (A simplistic summary of his 30
professional years). He now does a lot for charity.

Tony’s brother, John, lives in Westfield. He has
visited here many times. That’s how the connections
were made to convince Tony to perform at the
Armory this Saturday.

Rumor has it that Tony has created a new dance
routine just for Westfield. I envision the moniker for
it to be “Rock Well” as a metaphor for the famous
Norman.

As the world watched what New England police-
men dealt with last week, seeing this new routine
from “the dancing cop of Providence” in Westfield
helps restore a sense of humanity.

Media Coverage Shouldn’t Have
Focused on How Bomb Was Made

As tragic as last week’s Boston Marathon bomb-
ings were, the good nature of Bostonians and others
helping the injured was reminiscent of 9/11 in New
York and showed how Americans can come to-
gether.

While many Americans watched in shock at the
repeated broadcasts of video of the two bombings by
the mass media, we can’t but wish the major net-
works and cable broadcasters focused less on how
the explosives were made. The quick broadcast of
pictures of the two suspects following their release
by authorities no doubt was largely responsible for
their capture within 48 hours. Law enforcement
correctly calculated that this coverage would force
the suspects out of hiding.

But on the negative side, providing details on how
simple it is to make the type of explosive used in this
attack is, in our view, not good journalism.

Locally, students and faculty at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School had a scare when a written

bomb threat was left at the high school causing the
evacuation of the high school and a response by
local and county law enforcement. This is no joking
matter. We hope local authorities apprehend who-
ever is responsible.

In terms of security for area events this summer,
the Downtown Westfield Corp., the management
entity for Westfield’s downtown Special Improve-
ment District, is set to hold its annual 5k run in July.
At their Board of Directors meeting Monday night,
they said additional security procedures were likely
to be implemented to ensure the safety of the thou-
sands of runners who will take part as well specta-
tors.

But, despite the horrific attack in Boston, events
such as 5K runs and local streets will go on as
planned. Everyone just must be alert. If you see
something, say something.

Some are rethinking political correctness, profil-
ing and immigration. Are you?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senal – Spanish for a landmark
2. Worral – A lizard-like animal with a

forked tongue
3. Potamian – A soft-shelled river tor-

toise
4. Hirple – To limp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

POURRIDIE
1. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
2. A nightgown
3. Any of various fungus growths which

decay the roots of vines
4. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

REQUIN
1. A shark
2. A battle ax or mace
3. A sperm whale
4. A nectarine

MICHE
1. To cheat or defraud
2. To hide or sneak
3. Sharpness; eagerness
4. Literary works

TREAGUE
1. To coil or wind round
2. Of an alien or foreign nature
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin

of sheep
4. A truce

More Letters on Page 21

Fiscal Irresponsibility
Has Ed. Fund Impacts
Though Congress was able to avoid

sending us over the Fiscal Cliff by the
grace of a 11th hour, New Year’s
decision, the dramatic consequences
of sequestration were merely post-
poned. As it stands, the March budget
process will include a 5.1 percent
across the board cut to education
programs that help students with dis-
abilities, their families and the pro-
fessionals who work with them. Edu-
cation and the other programs facing
cuts would not only dramatically
impact students with disabilities, but
students and families from low-in-
come backgrounds as well. In our
current financial crisis, sequestration
represents a dereliction of our duty to
those who rely on these programs to
level a fundamentally unequal play-
ing field.

According to a survey the Council
for Exceptional Children conducted
of administrators of Special Educa-
tion, 95 percent say that sequestra-
tion cuts will lead to hiring freezes
and/or layoffs and 77 percent say that
these cuts will increase the strain on
schools to provide services to stu-
dents with disabilities. With cuts to
the U.S. Department of Education’s
budget totaling $2.5 billion, and cuts
to the programs supported by the
Individuals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Act (IDEA) totaling $600 mil-
lion, the bottom line is that every
school in the nation will feel the
effects of sequestration, and the strain
on their ability to provide the best
education possible for all students.

In the following years, these cuts
will be even deeper. This is unaccept-
able. We must consider the potential
impact of more cuts to education
funds on children and youth, fami-
lies, professionals and communities.
We need legislation that is well crafted
to provide schools the flexibility they
need to continue to employ teachers
and other specialized instructional
support personnel to educate diverse
students and ensure that all students
receive the services to which they are
entitled. The test of our mettle comes
not in times of peace but in times of
crisis, and despite our current finan-
cial climate, we owe it to all children
across the nation to provide the
schools and educational services they
need to have the bright futures they
deserve.

Lia Jones
Cranford

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth (908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

EDU B4 LAPTOPS AND
POWER POINT?


