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DISCUSSING TAXES…Union County Republican Freeholder candidates met
with Lieutenant Governor Kim Guagdano on April 17 to discuss what they said
is the high level of spending and taxation by the current freeholder board.

Christie Puts Forward Plan to
Strengthen Gun Laws, Reduce Violence

TRENTON – Governor Chris Christie
has announced his proposal for a com-
prehensive action plan to help reduce gun
violence in the state.

The plan focuses on: expanding New
Jersey’s gun control measures; making
mental health treatment and screening
mandatory for those who need it most;
making it easier for health professionals
to order treatment for individuals in cri-
sis; addressing the influence of violence
in video games on today’s youth by re-
quiring parental consent; bolstering crimi-
nal penalties for gun-related crimes, and
reforming bail laws to keep the most
violent offenders out of the community.

The proposed New Jersey law would
ban any weapon that is substantially iden-
tical to the Barrett .50 Caliber; mandate
that adjudicated mental health records
are included in the instant background
check process at the time of a firearm
purchase as part of the National Instant
Background Check system; requiring fire-
arms purchasers to present a valid gov-
ernment photo ID, along with the already
mandatory Firearms Purchaser Identifi-
cation Card.

According to the Governor’s press of-
fice, New Jersey is one of only seven
states with a ban on assault weapons (43
states do not have a ban); one of only
three states that restrict gun purchases to
one per 30-day period and one of seven
states to require firearm owners to report
the loss or theft of their guns to law
enforcement. Any individual purchasing
a firearm undergoes a background check.
In addition, when a person applies for a
firearms purchaser ID card, which is
mandated for any long gun or a handgun
purchase permit, an extensive and thor-
ough background investigation is re-
quired.

At the time of the firearm purchase, an
instant background check is also per-
formed. The state imposes a seven-day
waiting period prior to the purchase of
any firearm (39 states do not have a
waiting period). Individuals convicted of
certain disorderly persons offenses, such
as disorderly persons domestic violence
offenses, are prohibited from purchasing
or possessing firearms, according to the
Governor’s Office. New Jersey also re-
quires the licensing of all firearms deal-
ers and their employees and requires them
to maintain records of all sales of fire-
arms and ammunition.

Governor Christie is proposing to give
health professionals and the courts the
ability to mandate treatment that current
standards do not sufficiently provide for,
while also providing greater flexibility in
the type of care offered. He is also pro-
posing to change current law to simplify
the process for screening and treating
mental health illness so that health care
professionals and the courts can mandate
potentially dangerous individuals receive
treatment whether in the form of inpa-
tient or outpatient care.

The Governor said that offering a new
and more precise definition of mental
illness would aid mental health profes-
sionals and the courts in swiftly approv-
ing appropriate types of treatment, in-
cluding commitment.

The Governor’s proposal would man-
date new training programs for first re-
sponders to educate those most likely to
encounter persons in crisis with modern
techniques for de-escalation, and appro-
priate guidance for prompt referral to
screening. In addition, a certainty to cur-
rent standards for involuntary outpatient
treatment would be created as would a
voluntary surrender of firearms for safe-
keeping during periods of crisis.

The Governor’s plan addresses the in-
fluence of violence in video games on
today’s youth by requiring parental con-
sent.

“Oftentimes lost in the debate about
controlling gun violence in society is the
constant exposure a young child or young
adult has to graphic violence,” according
to press release from the Governor’s of-
fice. His plan would require parental con-
sent for youths to purchase violent video

games.
The Governor’s Plan also would bol-

ster criminal penalties for gun-related
crimes and reform bail laws to keep our
most violent offenders out of our com-
munities.

His plan calls for strengthening crimi-
nal penalties when it comes to selling
firearms to convicted criminals, possess-
ing a firearm with the intent to unlawfully
transfer, hiring a “straw purchaser,” un-
lawfully possessing ammunition and en-
gaging in firearms trafficking, among
other areas. Persons disqualified from
firearms possession would be similarly
prohibited from possessing ammunition.

The Governor’s plan would impose
criminal penalties for false presentation
of firearms documents, mandatory mini-
mum sentences for unlawful possession
of assault firearms, reform bail laws to
keep the most violent offenders out of the
community.

Governor Christie is also proposing a
constitutional amendment that would al-
low a court to order detention if no amount
of bail or conditions would: assure
defendant’s appearance at further pro-
ceedings; protect safety of any person or
the community; or prevent a defendant
from obstructing or attempting to ob-
struct justice.

Governor Christie has signed Execu-
tive Order 130 creating an inter-agency
working group to produce a multi-disci-
plinary approach aimed at decreasing vio-
lence, promoting safer and healthier com-
munities, highlighting the importance of
de-stigmatizing mental illness and en-
couraging early intervention and taking
administrative action to implement the
“S.W.A.P.” Program, an ongoing volun-
tary initiative where the New Jersey State
Police conduct occasional unannounced
visits to the schools in areas covered
under rural police authority.

Lt. Puschel Seeks to Win
Three-Way Race for Sheriff

LINDEN  – Union County Police Lieu-
tenant Richard Puschel has joined the
Democrats For Change slate in the up-
coming Tuesday, June 4 Primary Elec-
tion as the candidate for sheriff.

Incumbent Sheriff Ralph Froehlich has
held the office for 36 years and he nar-
rowly escaped defeat in his last primary
three years ago, which was contested by
Essex County jail guard Charles Mitchell,
who is running again under the Real
Democrats For Change slogan.

While effusive in his praise for the
incumbent’s job performance, Mr.
Puschel says most voters believe it is time
for a change and that he has the best
qualifications for the job. Mr. Puschel
heads the county’s bomb squad and a
number of other units which, he said, has
given him experience directing law en-
forcement operations and supervising
police personnel.

“Ralph Froehlich’s retirement makes
this the year when Union County will

choose a new Sheriff and the only other
candidate is a guard at the Essex County
jail,” Mr. Puschel said. “Maybe he is
unaware, but the Union County Sheriff
has not had responsibility for our jail
since 1983 and the person to lead this
office should have broader experience.”

“I know Union County, I have led
subordinates in dangerous situations and
I have the administrative skills to be an
effective sheriff for keeping Union
County safe,” Mr. Puschel said.

According to a Democrats for Change
press release, Mr. Puschel said Mr.
Mitchell “got less than 10 percent of the
vote against Froehlich when he ran in
2007 but three years ago, he nearly scored
an upset.”

“This job is too important to leave to
someone who does not know what he’s
doing,” Mr. Puschel said. “The worst
thing that could happen is choosing a
replacement who would destroy every-
thing Sheriff Froehlich built.”
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County Considers Adding
Discount Prescrip. Cards

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders will vote tonight on a
resolution to enter into an agreement with a
New York State-based company to provide
a discount prescription drug card for county
residents without prescription coverage.

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the county offered a similar
program a few years ago through an
agreement with Bergen County but that
this program is no longer available.

The new program, operated by ProAct
Inc. out of East Syracuse, N.Y., has signed
agreements with 55 of New York State’s
62 counties as well as with Essex, Mer-
cer, Cumberland, Hudson and Salem
Counties in New Jersey, Mr. Guzzo said.
The company also is in discussions with
Atlantic and Ocean Counties and has
meetings scheduled with Middlesex,
Gloucester and Sussex Counties.

“This program… is absolutely no cost
to us and absolutely no cost to the resi-
dent,” said Mr. Guzzo, noting the com-
pany would mail a prescription discount
card to every Union County resident with
a postal mailing address.

“They (ProAct) negotiate with every
pharmacy in Union County. Obviously, the
big chains are already involved,” he said.
“It is a very neat little benefit for county
residents that do not have insurance to get
the discount. It does not work in conjunc-
tion if you have a prescription card.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella said
he was happy the county could offer such
a discount to county residents, noting the
success of the previous program.

In other business, Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works and
facilities, commented on the paving of
Raritan Road in Clark following criti-
cisms by Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso of
why the county did not pave the major
thoroughfare at night.

According to an article on The Clark-
Garwood Patch, Mayor Bonaccorso called
the paving “a nightmare” due to the traffic
congestion it created, saying the county
“will never have my blessing again to pave
a major artery in the community unless it’s
done in the summertime.”

“We urged the county to do paving in
the business area of Raritan Road in the
evening, but at the last minute they
changed the plan and went into the day-
time,” Mayor Bonaccorso said, accord-
ing to the Patch.

Mr. Graziano told the freeholders last
Thursday that no Clark officials requested
that the project be done at night during a
pre-construction meeting held by the
county.

“There was never any formal request
to the county or to me, for that matter, for
this project to be paved at night. We
never changed the project [at the] last
minute…If at the time of the pre-con-
struction meeting this was brought to our
attention, something might have been
able to be rearranged,” said Mr. Graziano,
noting that the county has done evening
paving in the past.

Mr. Graziano said the cost of paving at
night is higher. In addition, he said the
asphalt company supplying the county
contractor also must be willing to stay
open overnight.

He said the county has agreed to post-
pone paving a section of Raritan Road
near the Frank K. Hehnly Elementary
School until the summer at the request of
Mayor Bonaccorso. The Raritan Road

project was originally scheduled for last
fall, but had to be postponed after Hurri-
cane Sandy hit the area.

The board also considered a resolution
requesting NJ Transit deploy dual-pow-
ered locomotives to the Raritan Valley
Line to allow for one-seat service into
New York City. NJ Transit currently
offers service to Newark, where passen-
gers change to Path trains to Manhattan.
The resolution request is for the service
to operate during off-peak hours and
weekends, along with “an equitable allo-
cation of peak-period trains in the morn-
ing and evening.”

“I couldn’t be more supportive of this,”
Freeholder Mirabella said. “I know it
affects all the towns along the Raritan
Valley Line from Union to Roselle Park,
Garwood, Cranford, Westfield, Fanwood
into Plainfield. Having that one-seat ride
is a big deal for commuters in the morn-
ing going to and from New York City,”
Freeholder Mirabella said. “So I am hope-
ful that NJ Transit is receptive to this and
that this moves forward.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski ques-
tioned why off-peak hours were being
requested, noting that the Raritan Valley
Coalition has been pushing for a one-seat
ride “across the board.”

Ron Zuber, director of parks and com-
munity renewal, and who requested the
resolution, said NJ Transit has 36 new
dual-powered engines but has not de-
cided how they will utilize them.

“They (NJ Transit) want an equitable
amount during the weekday when there
is 12,000 riders, on average, during the
course of the day,” Mr. Zuber said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said an equi-
table amount is being sought, “because
there is a maximum of trains right now
that go into New York during the peak
period.”

“This goes back to the ARC (Access to
the Region’s Core) Tunnel and the can-
cellation of the project by the Governor
(Chris Christie) because that was the
project that would have allowed for the
increase in the number of trains going
into New York,” Freeholder Sullivan said.
“So at the end of the day, this really is a
band aid and a small band aid, and NJ
Transit doesn’t have to do this.”

Freeholder Sullivan said until another
transit tunnel is built, “this (one-seat ride
to New York) will never happen.”

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Chris
Hudak added that the cancellation of the
ARC Tunnel was “an incredibly short-
sighted decision.”

County’s Shredding
Program to Visit UCC
CRANFORD – Union Countywill hold

its next mobile paper-shredding program
for personal, confidential personal docu-
ments on Saturday, May 4, at Union
County College in Cranford, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue, opposite
Nomahegan Park.

NEXCUT Shredding of Teaneck will
be shredding documents at the site from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. The shred-
ding event will end before 1 p.m. if the
shredding truck reaches capacity.

All Union County residents are eli-
gible to use the paper-shredding service.
There is a limit of four, 10-pound bags or
boxes per person. Documents should not
be bound and plastic binders and
paperclips should be removed. Paper that
is wet/damp will not be accepted.

Did You Know?
As of April 22,  the Federal Emergency

Management (FEMA) has received
22,325 applications from Union County
residents for financial assistance from
Hurricane Sandy. A total of $6,118,187
has been distributed by FEMA in the
county for housing assistance.

Kean, Orotho Respond
To Upswing on Jobs

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
and Economic Growth Committee mem-
ber, Senator Steven Oroho (R-24, Franklin
Borough) stated the following in response
to this week’s announcement of New
Jersey’s continued private-sector job
growth:

“Gaining 10,000 private-sector jobs a
month is certainly something to boast,
especially in a state where employers pay
too much for government and are con-
fined in a straight jacket of regulations,”
Sen. Kean said.

“Another month of steady job gains
proves that New Jersey’s economy is on
the right track,” said Sen. Oroho, a mem-
ber of the bipartisan Red Tape Review
Commission. “There are certainly more
job recovery efforts we need to undertake
to enhance our state’s competitiveness in
order to regain the hundreds of thousands
of jobs lost before Governor Christie
took office.”

The New Jersey Department of Labor
and Workforce Development reported
that private-sector employers added
10,400 jobs in March and the state’s
unemployment rate decreased by .3 points
to 9 percent.

“It is still too much of a challenge for
businesses to grow, expand and develop
here,” Sen. Kean emphasized. “I long for
the day when legislative Democrats will
address this issue from its legislative
root, by repealing laws that lead to op-
pressive regulations and red tape. I’m
looking forward to seeing our residents
living better when job creators are freed
from the straight jacket.”


