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SOMETHING TO SQUAWK ABOUT...This blue and gold Macaw parrot,
named Echo, a resident at the Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort, enjoys
reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times with Jake, Briella and Kapriana
Payami of Scotch Plains.

WHITE HOUSE LAWN...The Donnelly Family of Westfield – Robert, Tara,
Aedan and Cavan – attend the annual Easter Egg Roll at the White House this
year.

night. We are hoping to get a lot of
candidates so we can make good,
solid choices.”

At the conclusion of the meeting,
Board President Trip Whitehouse
thanked members of the district’s
administration and local law enforce-
ment for their swift action and pro-
fessionalism during last week’s bomb
scare and threat at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. He also
thanked students for their conduct
during the response, as well as the
efforts of county and state law en-
forcement.

The next BOE meeting will be held
tonight, Thursday, April 25, at 7:30
p.m. in the administration offices at
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
in Scotch Plains.
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) hosts a roundtable
discussion on Tourette Syndrome last Friday afternoon at the Mountainside
Public Library. See story page 19.

every time it wanted to use the fa-
cility, and acquiring the air quality
permits that this replacement will
enable RVSA to obtain would elimi-
nate that need. It also would permit
RVSA to use the equipment for non-
emergency uses. One of those uses
is a process called peak shaving, a
term applied for generating power
at times when costs of electric power
is at its maximum. This typically
happens during the summer when
air conditioner use is heaviest. It
also represents the final step in ap-
proval of use of the plant and would
clear the way towards a possible
public-private partnership (PPP).
Without the plant being operable,
any discussion of a PPP is specula-
tive, officials said.

Some discussion also occurred
related to how the catalysts were
poisoned and preventing this from
recurring. The plant includes a gas
scrubber involving passing the gas
through a bed of carbon to remove
the sulfur and siloxanes. Mr.
Buonocore said the digester gas was
richer in those two components than
anticipated, and saturated the car-
bon beds much more quickly than
expected. Mr. Buonocore said the
RVSA no longer planned to use
digester gas in the cogen facility
because it can now burn it in the
Authority’s boiler.

Mr. Buonocore also said moving
forward with the catalyst replace-
ment now would allow the plant to
be ready for the hurricane season.

In other business, a meeting has
been requested with counsel for
the Baymen’s Protective Associa-
tion to request that RVSA be re-
moved from their lawsuit. Ques-
tions from the commissioners
pointed out that all Sandy-related
restrictions were lifted two weeks
ago, with many having been re-
moved much earlier. A post-meet-
ing conversation with Mr. Meehan
had him saying the Baymen’s case
against RVSA was very weak be-
cause the plant continued to oper-
ate throughout the storm and its
aftermath. He additionally said he
felt the case against other authori-
ties also was weak because so many
other pollutants were washed into
waterways as a result of the storm’s
flooding.

Statements in the minutes indi-
cate that RVSA, along with many
of the other third party defendants
in the Passaic River Litigation (N.J.
DEP versus Occidental Chemical,
et. al.) was likely to reach a settle-
ment in the near future.

Finally, it was reported that
RVSA’s educational initiative had
seen its first class trip and others
were scheduled in the near future.
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municipalities in New Jersey, includ-
ing Scotch Plains.

In order to pay the annual sub-
scription fees that CapturePoint soft-
ware entails, the recreation commis-
sion will need to increase program
fees by an average of $5 per registra-
tion. Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky opined that most resi-
dents would find the increased rates
a reasonable trade for the privilege
of “registering online rather than
waiting on line.”

In July of 2011, the recreation com-
mission outlined a provisional five-
phase master plan that included de-
signs for several upgrades and re-
pairs to both LaGrande and Forest
Road parks.

The commission has completed the
plan’s phase-one objectives, which
were the creation of a pavilion and
full replacement of the basketball
courts at LaGrande Park. Work is
underway on the second phase of the
plan, which includes improvements
to Forest Road Park. A new perimeter
path and an overhaul of the irrigation
system at Forest Road are on the
commission’s current to-do list.

Mr. Budiansky said irrigation sys-
tem upgrades would be completed
prior to Monday, June 24, when the
soccer teams begin to use the fields.

Construction of the Forest Road
Park perimeter path has been delayed
because of concerns raised by resi-
dents about the layout of the path.
Residents living in close proximity to
the park said they observed that the
stakes laid out by engineers to mark
the path came too close to their prop-
erties and would also require removal
of a large number of trees.

Mr. Budiansky, Fanwood Council
liaison Kevin Boris, Mayor Colleen
Mahr, the contractor and the engi-
neers met with residents to walk the
planned path and address the resi-
dents’ concerns.

As a result of that meeting, the path
will now require the removal of only
one tree – a tree that was already

slated for removal due to sickliness –
as opposed to the 63 trees that would
have been displaced in the original
plan. The path will no longer intrude
on residents’ yards. Mr. Budiansky
said work on the new path would
begin around Monday, May 13.

In other news, the commission dis-
cussed drafting a 2013 application
for the Union County Kids Recre-
ation Grant. A snack shack in the
Forest Road Park building, to be used
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Base-
ball League, was one project the com-
mission considered including in the
application.

Plans for a skateboard park, repair
and electrification of the Forest Road
pavilion, and scheduling of October’s
5K race and June’s Party-in-the-Park
event continue apace.

The commission also plans to re-
prise its Training-Wheel-Toss pro-
gram for young cyclists. A date for
the Training-Wheel-Toss will be an-
nounced in the next issue of The
Fanwoodian.
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Westfield Council Zones
Affordable Housing

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council
meeting, the council passed several
ordinances which change zoning to
allow for affordable housing, heard
from residents regarding the Cen-
tral Avenue HAWK light, and passed
a resolution for the purchase of a
mobile command center.

The six ordinances, which were
passed on first reading, are a result
of the settlement of the Sunnyside
Senior Housing lawsuit and will
not go into effect until the town has
approval from the court. These new
ordinances, along with court ap-
proval, will prevent any future de-
velopers from bringing a builder’s
remedy type of lawsuit against the
town.

Sunnyside Senior Housing,
owned by Ray Rodgers, will be
constructed on a 1.5-acre lot at 206
Springfield Avenue, not far from
Sunrise Assisted Living, and will
consist of 24 age-restricted units.
Four of the units will be set aside as
affordable housing.

In January 2009, Sunnyside filed
a lawsuit against the Town of
Westfield and the planning board,
alleging that its attempts to develop
property located at 206 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield was “rebuffed”
by the defendants.

The suit was considered a
“builder’s remedy” lawsuit, as the
town did not have a fair-housing
plan approved under regulations set
forth by the Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH). Westfield did
adopt its Master Plan on October 7,
2002, and in 2004, the town pre-
pared a housing plan, but cited new
COAH regulations were pending
and recommended that the town
“monitor this situation closely and
where appropriate, new develop-
ment should be required to address
any obligation that may result from
such development.”

The new ordinances call for re-
zoning of properties on South Av-
enue, Livingston Street, Windsor
Avenue, Central Avenue, New
Street, South Elmer Street, North
Avenue and the Springfield Avenue
property where Sunnyside will be
built. The ordinances also reaffirm
the town’s existing zoning, which
permits the existing Senior Citi-
zens Housing complex on Boynton
Avenue, and allows for affordable
housing to be built on the site of
Williams Nursery should the nurs-
ery stop operating, along with con-
struction of units at Grandview
Avenue, Myrtle Avenue and Grove
Street, where an application for de-
velopment currently is before the
planning board.

Councilman Jim Foerst, who
chairs the Code Review and Town
Property Committee, said that these
ordinances, “both confirm existing
properties, as well as add additional
properties.”

Property owners who are affected

by these new ordinances will have
the chance to be heard before state
Superior Court Judge Frederic
Kessler on Monday, June 10, at the
Union County Courthouse in Eliza-
beth.

The council also unanimously
passed a resolution approving the
purchase of the town’s new mobile
command center from Power Inno-
vations International of Utah for
$299,965.

In March, the council passed an
ordinance allocating a total of
$360,000 for the purchase of the
command center, which was to cost
$249,000; a permanent generator
for the Department of Public Works
building, at a cost of $75,000, and a
transfer switch allowing 9-1-1 com-
munications to be moved to the
command center from town hall.
Councilman Dave Haas voted
against the ordinance, citing his
belief that other expenses, such as
road repaving, should take prece-
dence.

Residents Maria Carluccio, Adina
Enculescu and Greg Kasko spoke
out once again against the location
of the mid-block crosswalk and
HAWK signal situated on Central
Avenue.

Mrs. Carluccio said she regularly
sees cars running the red light and
has witnessed several incidents
where cars have nearly hit pedestri-
ans, including herself. She also said
she was addressing her comments
to Third Ward Councilman Haas,
who represents the people, because
“Mr. [Councilman Mark] LoGrippo
represents the mayor.” She also
asked whether the crossing guard
stationed at the crossing signal is
required to report near accidents
and other problems she sees to her
supervisor.

Ms. Enculescu said despite pre-
vious statements that the light was
intended for the safety of hundreds
of children, only two children cross
the street at that location in the
morning.

Mr. Kasko said on Sunday, he
stopped for the red signal and wit-
nessed a cyclist nearly struck by a
vehicle, which came to a “screech-
ing halt” after Mr. Kasko blew his
horn to warn the oncoming car.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky was ab-
sent from the meeting, as he was
keynote speaker at the Chatham
County Emergency Management
conference in Savannah, Ga. The
conference is being held regarding
hurricane planning and prepared-
ness and the mayor was invited to
speak regarding communication
strategies, such as the town’s use of
Twitter and other means used to
reach residents in the aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy.

Acting Mayor JoAnn Neylan
called for a moment of silence at
the start of the meeting for the
people killed in the Boston Mara-
thon bombing and offered prayers
to those recovering from their inju-
ries.

with $1.3 million for the Cranford
campus, $3 million for the Plainfield
campus and $900,000 for instruc-
tional and non-instructional furniture
and equipment. Half of the $4.5 mil-
lion cost for the Elizabeth campus is
eligible for state funding.

Another $1.9 million is budgeted
for college-wide technology up-
grades, including replacement of per-
sonal computers and/servers, network
and security infrastructure upgrades.

According to the public notice for
the meeting, tuition and general fees
are up 6.7 percent over last year.
According to the UCC website, as of
the summer of 2012 the college was
charging $112 per credit hour for
Union County residents and $224 for
out-of-county residents. Tuition at
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Union County Freeholders
UCC was $4,253 as of 2011-2012 for
full-time students and $1,700 for part-
time students, according to a state-
wide survey available at http://
www.nj.gov/highereducation/sta-
tistics/Tuition2011.pdf.

During her comments to the board,
UCC President McMenamin said
UCC had a 14-percent increase in
student retention last year as well as
the highest graduation rate for the
college in 15 years.

“We are your partners and we are
your county college,” she said.

Voting in favor of the budget were
Freeholders Sullivan, Chris Hudak
and Mohamed Jalloh and UCC
Board of Trustees members Victor
Richel, trustees president, and Frank
Bolden.

CF Committee OKs Budget
With 1.7 percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — A unanimous
township committee on Tuesday
gave final approval to the 2013 mu-
nicipal budget, which calls for ex-
penditures of $34.2 million and a
1.69-percent increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of property taxes.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins, the
finance commissioner, said that the
tax increase would average about
$39 per household. During the pub-
lic hearing at the committee’s busi-
ness meeting, Mr. Kalnins said ap-
propriations this year would be 0.69
percent higher than in 2012. He
said the primary increases were a
4.4-percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in utility
costs and a 13-percent rise in debt
service.

About half of the township’s $3.4
million in surplus funds will be
used to keep the tax increase low,
he said. Looking ahead, Mr. Kalnins
said township officials would look
at an expansion in shared-service
initiatives, particularly with health
services and the chief financial
officer’s office. And he said any
additional cost savings that can be
realized through personnel changes
and alterations in the structure of the
municipal government will be looked
at. Township Administrator Joseph
Hartnett also said he would seek to
implement “management efficien-
cies” in an effort to save money.

After a brief public hearing during
which a sole resident asked for some
clarifications on two personnel posi-
tions, the committee voted 5-0 to ap-
prove what Commissioner Kevin
Campbell described as a “good bud-
get” that “leaves a large surplus in-
tact.”

In other business during a 75-minute
meeting, the council put off until Tues-
day, May 7, a formal vote on a bond re-
funding ordinance due to some prob-
lems with the public hearing not being
properly noticed in local newspapers.
The re-funding will affect $4.2 mil-

lion in township debt issued 11 years
ago at interest rates in the 3-percent to
4-percent range – far higher than rates
today, according to Commissioner
Kalnins. He estimated the savings
would amount to about $39,000 per
year in interest costs.

At the start of the meeting, mem-
bers of Brownie Troop No. 40894 led
the committee in the salute to the flag.
Mayor Thomas Hannen issued a proc-
lamation declaring tomorrow, Friday,
April 26, as Arbor Day. Deputy Mayor
Edward O’Malley presented certifi-
cates to three local businesses – Bebe
International, Simply… and Reel-
Strong Heating and Cooling – for
conducting their operations in envi-
ronmentally friendly ways.

Commissioner Campbell reminded
residents that the annual Rahway River
cleanup will take place this Saturday,
April 27, from 9 a.m. until noon, fol-
lowed by an afternoon of “green” ac-
tivities at Hanson Park. The annual
spring downtown street fair will be
held on Sunday, May 5.

Mayor Hannen said TV35 will be
off the air from tomorrow, April 26,
until Friday, May 10, so that the tele-
vision station’s equipment and opera-
tions can be moved from the parking
lot trailer it has called home since
Hurricane Irene into its new facilities
inside the municipal building. The
mayor also announced that the state
Department of Community Affairs has
awarded Cranford a $500,000 grant to
help with costs associated with repairs
to the municipal building stemming
from the August 2011 storm.
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